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BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT
AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF | Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-
TUCSON ELECTRIC POWER, IN 00261

CONFORMANCE WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS OF A.R.S. § 40-360, ET SEQ., | (Case No. 261
FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPATIBILITY AUTHORIZING THE
SANTA RITA CONNECTION 138 KILOVOLT
(KV) TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT,
WHICH INCLUDES THE CONSTRUCTION OF
ANEW 138 KV TRANSMISSION LINE
ORIGINATING AT THE EXISTING SONORAN
SUBSTATION (SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 16 S,
RANGE 14 E), AND TERMINATING AT THE
PLANNED SANTA RITA SUBSTATION
(SECTION 29, TOWNSHIP 17 S, RANGE 14 E),
EACH LOCATED WITHIN PIMA COUNTY,
ARIZONA.

NOTICE OF FILING EXHIBITS

Pursuant to the Procedural Order entered in this docket on April 22, 2026,
Tucson Electric Power Company (“TEP” or “Applicant”) hereby files the exhibits that
the Applicant intends to present at the hearing in this matter, including the presentation
for the Applicant's witness, a summary of the witness testimony, and a summary of
public outreach efforts concerning the Application.

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 18th day of May, 2026.

OSBORN MALEDON, P.A.

By: /s/ Meghan H. Grabel
Meghan H. Grabel
Elias J. Ancharski
2929 N. Central Ave 20th Floor
Phoenix, Arizona 85012
mgrabel@omlaw.com
eancharski@omlaw.com
Attorneys for Tucson Electric Power

Copy e-filed this this 18th day of May, 2026,
with:

https://efiling.azcc.gov
ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION

ACC - Docket Control - Received: 05/18/2026 01:37 PM
ACC -Docket Control - Docketed: 5/18/2026 3:40 PM
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1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Two copies of the foregoing hand-delivered this day to:

Docket Control

Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

COPY of the foregoing hand-delivered this day to:

Adam Stafford
Chairman, Arizona Power Plant and

Transmission Line Siting Committee
2005 North Central Avenue

Phoenix, Arizona 85004-1592
Adam.Stafford@azag.gov

COPY of the foregoing e-mailed this day to:

Legal Division

ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION
1200 W. Washington Street

Phoenix, Arizona 85007

legaldiv(@azcc.gov

Utilities Division

ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION
1200 West Washington Street

Phoenix, Arizona 85007
utildivservicebyemail@azcc.gov

Glennie Reporting Services, LLC
1555 East Orangewood

Phoenix, AZ 85020
admin(@glennie-reporting.com

By: /s/ Patricia D. Palmer




EXHIBIT LIST FOR TEP SANTA RITA CONNECTION PROJECT

DOCKET L-00000C-26-0125-00261 (Case No. 261)

Exhibit TEP-1

Application for Certificate of Environmental Compatibility for TEP (Santa
Rita Connection Project)

Exhibit TEP-2

Map of Proposed Project

Exhibit TEP-3

Testimony Summary of Chris Ortiz y Pino

Exhibit TEP-4

Testimony Summary of Clark Bryner

Exhibit TEP-5

Witness Presentation

Exhibit TEP-6

Virtual Tour

Exhibit TEP-7

Tour Itinerary/Script/Protocol

Exhibit TEP-8

Summary of Public Outreach

Exhibit TEP-9

Excerpt from TEP Ten-Year Plan for 2026 (Jan. 31, 2026)

Exhibit TEP-10

Exhibits Regarding Notice Requirements

Exhibit TEP-10A

Notice of Hearing

Exhibit TEP-10B

Tear Sheets for Arizona Daily Star

Exhibit TEP-10C

Letters to Public Facilities re Copies of Application for Public
Viewing

Exhibit TEP-10D

Map of Notice of Hearing Sign Locations

Exhibit TEP-10E

Photographs of Sign Placement

Exhibit TEP-10F

Example of Sign Contents

Exhibit TEP-10G

Letters to Affected Jurisdictions with Notice of Hearing

Exhibit TEP-11

Receipt of Filing Fee

Exhibit TEP-12

Proposed Certificate of Environmental Compatibility

Exhibit TEP-13

Project Evaluation Request to Arizona Game and Fish Department

Exhibit TEP-14

Response from Arizona Game and Fish Department

Exhibit TEP-15

Letter to State Historic Preservation Office




EXHIBIT TEP-1

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPATIBILITY FOR TEP
(SANTA RITA CONNECTION PROJECT)
DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Previously filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on April 17, 2026.



EXHIBIT TEP-2
MAP OF PROPOSED PROJECT
DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.



e AN S
359“9."'3“ ~
~y =
Well
85
Citylof Tucson
Hma'lc?untﬁ\\
1 | LE . :
o [ 7
] . -‘;‘:«wr’
N - == . ‘_-'- :_
1 [ / h\\
4 :' iy
) - .\
=g \ *
el «E‘
-|£ fr =2
O
u :g
E S
=
7
1 L]
In-Service 138kV Surface Management Proposed Route Alternatives
@ & Slbstition Arizona State Land === Route 1
Planned 138kV Substation . === Route 3
; Tohono O'odham Nation,
Tucson Electric Power - San Xavier District "
Location 9
1:62,500 ) .
This map is for planning purposes only. TEF and
Santa Rita 0 1 2 UNS Energy make no warranty of its accuracy.
Connection Project | |t P oy G
Miles jrilvactoby il

4II2006  Usen

G!\Sarta,_Rile_Conneclion_Projset Pro\CEC_Evhibes_statting_20060328.aprc



EXHIBIT TEP-3
TESTIMONY SUMMARY OF CHRIS ORTIZ Y PINO

DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.



Testimony Summary of Chris Ortiz y Pino

Chris Ortiz y Pino is a Siting, Outreach, and Engagement Project Manager for Tucson Electric
Power Company (“TEP”) and UNS Electric, Inc. (“UNSE”). In his current position, Mr. Ortiz y
Pino manages transmission siting projects, outreach, and engagement for TEP and UNSE. Mr.
Ortiz y Pino is the lead Project Manager for the Santa Rita Connection Project (“Project”).

Mr. Ortiz y Pino has nearly 10 years of experience in land planning and entitlements with 6 years
of experience in the electric utility industry with TEP and UNSE. In Mr. Ortiz y Pino’s former
role as an Environmental and Land Use Planner, he was responsible for substation entitlements,
oversight of resource studies, and environmental permitting associated with capital projects. Mr.
Ortiz y Pino holds a B.A. in Fine Arts and Spanish Literature from the University of New Mexico.
Mr. Ortiz y Pino also holds a M.S. in Planning and a Water Policy Certificate from the University
of Arizona. He is a member of the American Planning Association.

At the hearing, Mr. Ortiz y Pino will introduce TEP and the Project, describing its general
characteristics and the proposed Project routes. Mr. Ortiz y Pino will describe the Project’s
purpose and benefits as well the need for the Project. Additionally, Mr. Ortiz y Pino will discuss
the Project outreach and other legal requirements.

Mr. Ortiz y Pino will guide the virtual tour of the Project. The virtual tour will provide a view of
the Project site and the surrounding area. If a field visit of the Project area occurs, Mr. Ortiz y
Pino will also guide that tour.

Mr. Ortiz y Pino will also describe biological factors considered, as well as TEP’s planned resource
protection measures to reduce impacts to biological resources. At the hearing, Mr. Ortiz y Pino
will describe the cultural factors considered under the certificate of environmental compatibility
approval process and the analysis of those factors as they relate to the Project.

Finally, Ortiz y Pino will discuss the overall planning and siting process for the Santa Rita
Connection Project.

Mr. Clark Bryner will join Mr. Ortiz y Pino for each panel during the hearing. TEP will present
testimony in three panels as follows:

Panel 1 — Project Overview/Purpose and Need
Panel 2 — Route Descriptions and Characteristics/Biological and Cultural

Panel 3 — Siting Process/Public Outreach and Engagement

Witnesses will present testimony using a power point presentation, which can be found as Exhibit
TEP-5.



EXHIBIT TEP-4
TESTIMONY SUMMARY OF CLARK BRYNER

DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.



Testimony Summary of Clark Bryner

Clark Bryner is the Manager of Siting, Outreach and Engagement for Tucson Electric Power
Company (“TEP”’) and UNS Electric, Inc. (“UNSE”). In his current position, Mr. Bryner supports
all aspects of TEP s siting, permitting, and approval processes for electric transmission and thermal
generation projects.

Mr. Bryner has 20 years of experience in the electric utility industry in a variety of roles, including
3 years in his current position, more than 10 years in maintenance planning and asset management
with direct responsibility for maintenance of the TEP and UNSE transmission systems, with an
additional 6 years in environmental planning and permitting as both a utility employee and
consultant for several utilities in Arizona and other western states. Mr. Bryner holds a B.A. in
Geography and an M.S. in Bioregional Planning, both from Utah State University. Mr. Bryner is
also an active member of the American Planning Association and a certified planner — a
certification he has maintained since 2011.

At the hearing, Mr. Bryner will join Mr. Ortiz y Pino on each of the three panels. Mr. Bryner will
primarily discuss the overall planning and siting process for the Santa Rita Connection Project.

TEP will present testimony in three panels as follows:
Panel 1 — Project Overview/Purpose and Need
Panel 2 — Route Descriptions and Characteristics/Biological and Cultural

Panel 3 — Siting Process/Public Outreach and Engagement

Witnesses will present testimony using a power point presentation, which can be found as Exhibit
TEP-5.



EXHIBIT TEP-5
WITNESS PRESENTATION
DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.
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Chris Ortiz y Pino

Project Manager Il - Siting, Outreach and Engagement

Roles and Responsibilities
* Siting projects for TEP and UNSE transmission and thermal generation facilities

* Qversight of planning/siting, external outreach & engagement, preparation of application, and supporting
exhibits

Education and Experience
* M.S. Planning, University of Arizona
« B.A. Fine Arts & Spanish Literature, University of New Mexico

* Member American Planning Association
* 6 years of experience in electric utility industry
o Project Manager Il, Siting, Outreach and Engagement, 2024 - Present
o Environmental & Land Use Planner [ll, 2020 - 2024
* Planning Consultant 2018-2020 (The WLB Group)
* Policy Aide 2017-2018 (City of Tucson, Ward 6 Council Member Steve Kozachik)

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.




Clark Bryner, AICP

Manager - Siting, Outreach and Engagement

Roles and Responsibilities
» Siting projects for TEP and UNSE transmission and thermal generation facilities

* Project oversight and assistance

\ Education and Experience
» B.A. Geography, Utah State University
» M.S. Bioregional Planning, Utah State University

» 20 years of experience in electric utility industry

o Manager - Siting, Outreach and Engagement, 2022 - Present

o Supervisor - T&D Asset Management and Transmission Maintenance, 2015 - 2022
o Supervisor - Single Phase Metering, 2014 - 2015

o Transmission Maintenance Planner, 2012 - 2014

o Environmental and Land Use Planner, 2010 - 2012

o Environmental Planning Consultant, 2006 - 2010 (Transcon Environmental)

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.
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Proposed Routes (Placemat)
D O T

parallel to TEP/WAPA 230-115 kV line

onto Vail to Kantor 138 kV line
(rebuild under Case No, 176)

onto Copper World 138 kv
(new build under Case No. 164)

onto existing 46 kV line

anto Sonoran to South Loop 138 kV line

o e 1 R e 0

.ﬂ New Build \ 3 within Extra High Voltage corridor

South Loop to Green Valley
Rebuld 138 kV line as double-circuit
Transmission Line Land
Construction | Acquisition es Cost/Mile | Total Cost
& Materials {ROW cost)

Route 1 $ 14,030,000 $2,550,000 174 $952874  $16,580,000

Route 3 917,450,000 $ 570,000 133 $1,3548687  $18,020,000

(2 Project Area

== Route 1

=== Proposed Double Circuit
= Route 3

=== Proposed Double Circuit
~+— Existing Transmission Lines i
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Proposed Routes

fower [l Routes

Length - 17.4 miles
Cost - §16.5 Million

Land Ownership
* State Trust 60.5%
* Private - 39.5%

Jurisdictions

* Tucson - 21.6%

* Pima County - 77%
+ Sahuarita - 1.4%

Length - 13.3 miles
Cost - $18 Million

Land Ownership
* State Trust - 86.3%
* Private - 13.7%

Jurisdictions

* Tucson - 52.7%

* Pima County - 45.8%
* Sahuarita - 1.5%
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(2 Project Area

Request to Approve = mmmsece

Both Routes e -

—+= Existing Transmission Lines }

» Santa Cruz Reliability Project Phase 2

» Nogales Tap to Kantor rebuild
Case 176, Decision No. 76468

» Department of Energy Grid Resilience and
Innovation Partnerships Grant.

SantalRita
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Planned Land Use

Route 1 - General Plan Land Use

City of Tucson Land Use
" Industrial Area

| Southlands

Pima County Land Use
| ASLD Future Growth Area

. Industrial
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Planned Land Use

Route 1 - Zoning

’

City of Tucson Land Use

| F2-Industrial
I RH - Rural Homestead

Pima County Land Use
|| GR-1-Rural Residential

|| RH-Rural homestead
| Specific Plan
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Biological Resources

Route 1

Southwest Biotic Communities
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Cultural Resources

Route 1

-

Previous Cultural Resource Studies

[ Studies older than 10 years
B Recent studies from last 10 years
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Planned Land Use
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Cultural Resources
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Proposed Routes (Placemat)
D O T

parallel to TEP/WAPA 230-115 kV line

onto Vail to Kantor 138 kV line
(rebuild under Case No, 176)

onto Copper World 138 kv
(new build under Case No. 164)

onto existing 46 kV line

anto Sonoran to South Loop 138 kV line

o e 1 R e 0

.ﬂ New Build \ 3 within Extra High Voltage corridor

South Loop to Green Valley
Rebuld 138 kV line as double-circuit
Transmission Line Land
Construction | Acquisition es Cost/Mile | Total Cost
& Materials {ROW cost)

Route 1 $ 14,030,000 $2,550,000 174 $952874  $16,580,000

Route 3 917,450,000 $ 570,000 133 $1,3548687  $18,020,000

(2 Project Area

== Route 1

=== Proposed Double Circuit
= Route 3

=== Proposed Double Circuit
~+— Existing Transmission Lines i
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Route Comparison summary
Factor Considered

Land Use Suitability

Proximity to Homes
Biological Resources
Scenic Resources
Residential Visual Impact
Cultural Resources

Total Environment
Constructability

L EIE LS E ST E L

9
©
©
©
©
©
Q
©

Right-of-Way

Public/Stakeholder Feedback

Line Length @ 17.4 Miles . 13.3 Miles
Line Cost © 166 Million () $18Million

@ Tueson Electric Power. All rights reserved.






Siting, Outreach, & Engagement

Process Overview

Phase 1:

Pre-Analysis

+ Conduct Field Visits

* Develop Study Area

* ldentify Opportunities and
Constraints

+ Conduct Public and
Stakeholder Qutreach

+ Develop Preliminary
Segments

Phase 2:

Data Inventory

+ Conduct Research and
Collect Data

Phase 3:
Suitability
Assessment

* Develop Suitability Models

+ Conduct Suitability
Assessment

* Field Review

+ Refine Segments

* Public and Stakeholder
QOutreach

Phase 4:

Compatibility
Analysis

+ Conduct Compatibility
Analysis

* Develop Route
Alternatives

* Field Review

Phase 5:

Concept
Evaluation

* Public and Stakeholder
QOutreach

* ldentify Preferred Route

+ Submit CEC Application

* Public Notification and
Hearing

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.
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Pre-Analysis

Constraint Types

* Residential Areas

* Resource Sensitive Areas
* Airport Environs

* Existing Solar Generation Sites
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Phase 1. Outreach & Engagement

Objective Noftification Meetings
* Public and stakeholder feedback * Post card mailers* » Agency briefing - November 12, 2025
(2,545 recipients)

* Study Area
* Opportunities and Constraints

+ Project Update Email Blast » Open House - November 13, 2025

o (1,896 recipients)

* Preliminary Segments _

* Street signage™

* Newspaper ads*

* Social media campaigns®

* Webpage*

“bilingual

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.



Phase T: Tribal Outreach & Engagement

Objective Notification

* Written letters and follow up emails  + Ak Chin Indian Community
to introduce the PI’OjECt to Native ¢ Gila River Indian Community
American tribes with ancestral
affiliation to the land within the
Study Area.

* Hopi Tribe

* Mescalero Apache Tribe
* Pascua YaquiTribe

* Pueblo of Zuni

» Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community

* Tohono O'odham Nation

* Tonto Apache Tribe

* White Mountain Apache Tribe
* Yavapai-Apache Nation

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.

Meetings
» Individual meetings held on
January 9, 2026

* Yavapai Apache Nation
» Pascua YaquiTribe



Phase 1: Outcomes

» Agency Briefing:
* 19 participating Agencies

» Open House:
* 13 Attendees
¢ Public Comments (5)

* Mountain views

» Co-locate with existing
facilities

» General preference to

construct line on the east side
of Study Area

» Study Area Revision

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.




Pre-Analysis

|.-.

(B2 Project Area
[ Revised Study Area

* Revised Study Area &
* Preliminary Segments

* 156 Preliminary Segments

| Revised Preliminary
| Segments

A Sonoran Substation
/\ Santa Rita Substation

Phase 1

Safiuarita,

PimalGount

City/oféTucson

~ Pima|County
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= T
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Data Inventory

* Existing & Planned Land Uses
* Zoning

* Platted Subdivisions

* Habitat for T&E Species

* Landcover

* Floodplains

* |mportant Riparian Areas

* Important Bird Areas

* Wildlife Linkages

* (Conservation Easements

Phase 2

FCC Licensed Antennas

Sensitive Receptors

Scenic Integrity Management Areas
Designated Historic Sites

Cultural Resources

Existing Well Sites

Geology and Soils

Digital Elevation Models (DEM)

FAA Airspace Height Limitations

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.




Suitability Assessment

Project Route Development & Evaluation Phase 3

Suitability Factors | Practicability

on Electric Pawer. All rights reserved.



Suitability Assessment

Project Route Development & Evaluation Phase 3

Criteria Composite Suitability Field Refined
Models Models Assessment Verification Segments
» Existing Plans « Balanced Compatability + Highest Suitability Path » Ground Truthing « Eliminate Less Suitable
+ Biological Resources Model » Apply Constraints Segments

+ Noise and Communication » Environmentally Preferred + Visual Comparison + Carried Forward for Further
+» Cultural and Historic Model Evaluation

Resources » Construction & Maintenance

« Visuial Resources Preferred Model

+ Total Enviranment + Public Stakeholder & Agency

« Existing and Future Preferred Model

Residential

» Wildfire Risk

» Engineer, Construction and

Maintenance

TEF @Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.



Criteria 5.
Cultural
Resources

Legend
B | cast Suitable

B Most Suitable

{

Criteria 1.
Biological
Resources

{

Criteria 2.
Noise &

Communication

b o b

' Criteria 6.
Scenic & Visual
Resources

pe
m
2
3
O

—/

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.

Criteria 8.

{

Criteria 4.

Existing
Plans -

Existing & Future
Residential




Criteria 1: Biological Resources

Criteria 2: Noise & Communication
Criteria 3: Total Environment

Criteria 4: Existing & Future Residential
Criteria 5: Cultural Resources

Criteria 6: Scenic & Visual Resources
Criteria 7: Construction & Maintenance
Criteria 8: Existing Plans

@ Tueson Electric Power, All rights reserved.
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Surtability Assessment

Refined Segments
* 75 Refined Segments

* 79 Preliminary Segments Eliminated

Phase 3

Project Area

Revised Study Area
Refined Segments
Praliminary Segments

" Eliminated

Sonoran Substation
Santz Rita Substation




Phase 3. Outreach & Engagement

Objective Notification Meegtings

* Post card mailers* * Agency briefing - February 2, 2026

* Public and stakeholder feedback (2921 recipients)

* Suitability Assessment * Project Update Email Blast
* Refined Segments (1,854 recipients)
* Preliminary Segments + Webpage*

*bilingual

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.




Phase 3: Qutcomes

* YouTube

* Agency Briefing: Planning & Siting Process Flowchart
* 19 participating Agencies

* Individual Agency Meetings

« Arizona State Land Department Phase 1 Phase 2 Phase 3: *

Pre-Analysis Data Inventory Suitability
Assessment

* Tucson Airport Authority

* Town of Sahuarita -
. * Develop Sultability
Community and Development ; Veces

» Concuct Suitability
Assessment

* Field Review

« Refine Segments

» Pubic and Stakeholder
Cutreach

© Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.

@ Tueson Electric Power, All rights reserved.

Phase 4.
Compatibility
Analysis

+ Conduct Compalibility
Analysis

+ Develop Roule
Altematives

+ Fiekd Review

Phase 5

Concept
Evaluation

Hearing




Compatibility Analysis

Public Input

* Proximity to Residential Areas

» Impacts on Mountain Views from
Residential Areas

» “Recreational areas” and Open
Space

» Co-location with Existing Utility
Corridors

Public input
) Wildlife & plants

Existing & planned land use

inh £

===
b =p
™

0w
‘ Overall environment

Noise emission levels &
interference with
communication signals

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.
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Phase 4

Historic & cultural sites

Scenic vistas

Current or potential
recreation areas

Engineering &

0 construction feasibility

Project costs & potential
impact on customer rates




Compatibility Analysis | TES

-1
B B
"

-
Phase 4 '

| == Route 3

Alternative Route Selection | Route 38
"' A Soneran Substation

4 Alternative Routes

19 Refined Segments Eliminated




Phase 4: Tribal Outreach & Engagement

Objective Notification Meegtings
* Written letters dated February 19 * Ak Chin Indian Community » No individual project briefings were
and follow up emails with a status ¢ Gila River Indian Community requeSIEd.

update on the project and offering

e = r * Hopi Tribe
individual briefings.

* Mescalero Apache Tribe
* Pascua Yaqui Tribe
* Pueblo of Zuni

» Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community

* Tohono Q'odham Nation

* Tonto Apache Tribe

* White Mountain Apache Tribe
* Yavapai-Apache Nation

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.



Phase 5. Outreach & Engagement

Objective Notification Meegtings

* Public and stakeholder feedback * Post card mailers* » Agency briefing - March 3, 2026
(2,921 recipients)

» Open House - March 4, 2026

« Compatibility Analysis * Project Update Email Blast
« Alternative Routes (1,850 recipients)

* Street signage

* Newspaper ads*

* Social media campaigns*

* Webpage*

. |

) W v
N "?kb‘l‘-:": Yon R,
. "\‘

o

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.




Phase 5: Tribal Outreach & Engagement

Objective Notification Meegtings
* Emails were sent informing the * Ak Chin Indian Community » Four Southern Tribes Cultural
tribes that the application fora CEC  + Gila River Indian Community Resources Working Group
was submitted on April 17, 2026. + Hopi Tribe March 20, 2026
i * Mescalero Apache Tribe * Ak-Chin Indian Community
fovided a ink to download the * Pascua YaquiTribe * Gila River Indian Community
Class | Cultural Resources Report. , o , _
* Pueblo of Zuni » Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
» Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
Community * Tohono O'odham Nation

* Tohono Q'odham Nation

* Tonto Apache Tribe

* White Mountain Apache Tribe
* Yavapai-Apache Nation

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.



Phase 5: Outcomes

» Agency Briefing:
* 19 participating Agencies
» Open House:
* 55 Attendees
* Public Comments (20)
» Preference for Route 1(14)
* Preference for Route 3/3A (2)
* Opposition to Route 2 (1)

» Support for the project as a
whole

» Tribal Input
* 2 Letters of No Effect

* No requests for individual
meetings

@ Tueson Electric Power. All rights reserved.




Concept Evaluation

Phase 5

Route 1
* Lowest Cost

* Highest overall environmental compatibility
* Public Support

Route 3
» Primarily co-located on existing facilities
» Shortest distance

(B2 Project Area

[ Revised Study Area

| == Route 1

= Roufe 3
sss [liminated Route
A Sonoran Substation

| /\ Sante Rita Substation




Proposed Routes

Length - 17.4 miles Length - 13.3 miles
Cost - $16.5 Million Cost - $18 Million

Land Ownership Land Ownership

« State Trust 60.5% * StateTrust - 86.3%
* Private - 39.5% * Private - 13.7%
Jurisdictions Jurisdictions

* Tucson - 21.6% * Tucson-52.7%
* PimaCounty-77% | [* Pima County - 45.8%
« Sahuarita-1.4% * Sahuarita-1.5%







Ten-Year Plan

e Exhibit TEP-9
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Notice of Hearing

v qspQ- | ook
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s

AZ 85007, ad the Chairmen of the Commitize at 2005 Norta Caniral Averue, Phoem,
AZ BI04, rot less thar five (5] days before the dite set {or the hearing. A persan makirg
4 limited appesranc2 will ot be a party or have the right to preseat tastimony o7 ass-
exgming witnesses

Thet prozeeding i governed by Arizona Revised Statutes (*AR 8.7} §§ 40-260 1o
40-380.13 and Artrone Admintsmative Code R14-2-201 1o R14-3-220, No substantive
communication, not ir. the public record, may be made to any member of the Commistes
The written decision of the Committze will be submitied to the Commission pursuznt to
ARS §40:36007. Any person mtending w0 be a party W the procoeding o1 the mater
befiorz the Commission must be a party to the proceeding bzfore the Commitee.

ORDERED this 17th day of April, 2026,

Af

e ——
7 e e ———
Al ==
|
Adern Saffoed, Chairman

Arizona Power Plant ad Transmission Line Siting Corwmitiee
Assistnt Atomey Genercl

Tueson Electric Power. All rights reserved.
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rizona Daily Star — Notice of Hearing

Published on April 23
and April 24, 2026

Exhibit TEP-10B

Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.



CEC Application Availabil

Eliza J Ancharski 2629 Nom Gentel Avene
QSBORN Direct 502840832 Sulle 2000
- Office 6024640-9000 Phceri, Artzona 85012
1 E&EEEPE azncharshicnian com ol om
Aprl 17, 2026
Joymer-Greer Valley Library
601N La Cafiada Dr

Green Valley, ALE5614

Re:  Tucson Electric Power
Santa Rita Connection Project
Application for s Certificare of Environmenta| Comparibility
Docket No. L-00D90C-26-0125-40261

To Waom It May Concerr:

The atmchad Application was filed with the Arizona Comporation Corriissionar. April
17, 2026 and by order of the Arzona Power Plant and Transrission Line Sit rg Commities
Chaieman, is requirad i be made available for public viewing, Plezse plass i in an area of vour
facil ty that is accessible o the public. Thank you for your sssigtance,

Sinzrely,
Elia. Un
Elias 1. Ancharski

Eld:pdp

Erclosare

Joyner-Green Valley Library

ity

X Ellas J. Ancharskl 2628 North Geral Avenue
( QSBORN Direct 5028406327 Sube 2000
. Office 502-640-3000 Phoeriz, Afzora 85012
e i drmigenain  comén
Apil 17,2026
Sahuarita Library
€70 W Sabvarita Rd
Shuarita, AZ §5629
Re:  Tucson Electric Power
Santa Rita Connection Project
Applieation fur u Certificats of Environmental Compatibility
Docket No, L-30000C-26-0125-80251
To Whoe It May Concesn:

The ettached Application was filed with the Arizona Carporation Cormission an Apsil
17, 2026 8ad, by arder of the Arizcra Power Plant and Trazem ssion Line Sit.rg Commitiee
Chairman, is requived to be made svailable for public viewing. P ease placs il in a1 area of vour
facility that is accessible o the poblic. Thank you for your sssktance,

Sinzerely,
%4. mm/
Elias I. Ancharski

ElApgp

Enclosure

LUtHEL Y, et

“7Sahuarita Library

Exhibit TEP-10C

@ Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.




Hearing Signage
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Posted May 6, 2026

Exhibits TEP-10D, TEP-10E, and TEP-10F

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.

TEP

Tucson Electric Power

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Santa Rita Connection

Tucson Electric Power invites the public to an upcoming hearing before the
Arizona Power Plant & Transmission Line Siting Committee

Date Time
May 26, 2026 1PM - 5PM

Location
Desert Diamond Casino
Conference Center

May 27-29, 2026 7350 5 Nogales Hwy

9AM - 5PM

In-person or virtual public comments can be made
Tuescay, May 26, beginning at 5:30 p.m.

s L]
Raune Alleraatves
5 Ross

= faded

For information on commenting virtually, please visit;
tep.com/santa-rita-connection or call 520-770-7520

Arizona Corporation Commission Docket Number: L-00000C-26-0125-00261




Notice to Affected Juris

Meghar H Grabel
OSHORN Diiect: ECZ-840-3330
| MALEDON Office: E02-640-3000

marmBsimomie. om

April 24, 2026

CERTIFIED MAIL = RETURN RECEIPT

Arizon Stdie Land Department
Aim Rabyn Sabid, Commissioner
110 W, Washingson Sireet
Phosris. AZ $5007

Ee: Tueson Electric Power Company - Santg Rits
pplicatian for & Certficate of Envi
Drocket Noi L-B00C-26-01 1500251
Natice of Hearing

ToWaom It May Congerr.
The stached Notice of Hearing was Gled with the Az

Apal 232085 Pursaant 1 AR5 § 40-360.04, the Aracna 51
idewified as ar afecied area of jurisdiction. Plesse let us know

Sincecety,
Woafart
Ve H. Groe

MGH pdp
Enelosure

Exhibit TEP-10G

Mughar H Grabel b

OSBORN Clrezt 602.64(-9280 Sl

Qe G02-60-9000 Phat

| MMEDO?! mombeiEiom.com oMz

il 24,502

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIFT

Fim County Baard of Sepenisors
Amn Meiisse Manriquez, Clerk
130 W Congrass &, 1% Flocr
Tutsan, AZ 85701

Fe: Toeson Electric Pawer Company - Santa Rita Congectio
Apphicatian for 8 Certiflcats of Environmentsl Compati
Docker N, L-00000C-26-0125-39251
Notice of Hearing
To Whom It May Concen:
Tte stakod Notice of Heariag was filed with the Arizens Corpor

April 22, 2036, Furiant 1o A RS, §40-160.04, Pma County has been o
wrea of junadichon Please letus kivow i yeu have afry quesiins.

Sincerly,
ﬂmﬁt;ﬁ}'sﬁﬁ
Meghen  irsrel

MGTH pey
Erclosmne

diction

Meghan H Grabel 7828 N

% QS80RN Dim:::mﬁt-mn Sle 200

MALEDON Cice: 602-64C-5000 Froenks,

ol s mEralseiZemia com [P
Apnil 24,2026

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEITT

City of Tueson

Marisa Stoller, City Clerk

City Hall

255W, Aameda
Tuemn AZ 85701

Ri:

Tueson Eigetric Power Company - Szeta Rita Connection Pr
Apphication for o Certilicate of Environmentzl Conpatibilin
Dokt N, L-00000C-Z6-0125-09261

Notice of Hearing

T Wham It My Cancem:

The anacked Notice of Haanng was filec with the Angcna Corperation
Apric 22 2036, Fursuant to A 8. § 30-260.04, the City of Tacson has been id
aflected pen of uriddiztion. Please et us know i you have any questions,

MGH peg
Erélamure

Sincerely,
I} I ﬁl«"‘t‘_

Meafuta H Gr;he-p

Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.

Wegnan H, Grabel 2828 Nenlt CRIrAl Averug
Dreet 602843200 yile 2000

Office; H02840-5000 Phaeni, Arzana 85012
T E0e)Eomian.com omiaw.con

apil 24, 2935

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT

Town 3 Sanarie

Lisa Cote

Town Cledk

373'W Subuarita Center Way
Sahuarita, AZ 85629

R Tuesen Elesteic Povver Compiay - Santa Rita Canneetion Prajest
Apglication for a Certificate of Enviranmental Compan bty
Docker N, L-00000C-26-1 25-00361
Notice of Hearing

ToWkem I May Corcorn
Tz atac=d Notice of Hear ng was Biled with the Adeai Corperafisn Commissicn i

April 22, 2036, il to A RS § 203600, the Fown of Sahuanta bus been idemilled o m
aflzcted aven of jurisdetlon, Please ler us ko ([ you bivve any questions

Sincarely,

\ ljﬁnd

MGH:pdp
Encioare




Filing Fee

ORIGINAL "
e Sales Receipt
Total
ACC Docket Control - Recelved: 84202026 08:50 AM
ACC - Docket Control - Dacketed: 420/2025 §:50 AM

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.
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Mailed Notification

Additional Notice of Hearing
2,923 Total Postcards Mailed —

i (Unne(ﬁﬂn P[D,E('L |
* Landowners S Kl A 1
New Transmission | o,o.Bm.‘( s pRATNG._ |
, Mail Stop CBLY iy
(' Busmesses Resou[ces PlanMd Tuuan.ﬂasmum
for Your Area Santa Rita C
. 5 . & ‘ a H '
* Homeowners Associations Notice of Public Hearing onnection Project
. Aviso de audiencia piblica 3 .
» Current Residents e Danond o 60
1350 Sﬁogamey,Tucson.P« = fTucson Electric Power (TEP) has identifieq
' 29,2026 — foratransmisgion 1 1ed two possible roy T
Occupants g 2090 St Lo et thecrsng sy S TS T
- ) i : n planned Sant- i - tran ' ingq de
earing Dates g Start Times: Santa Rita Connec tion ijECla?;de f:;ta Substation as part of the ;0";::?:3;:0:?;3?:;sqzsm'dn
) : tep.com/ g | outes ¢an be yj ita planificada Acion Santa
Tyesday, May 26- 1:00 pm PLCom/santa-rita-connectiop, Viewed at de Conexion Santa o vl el
26de mayo - 100 pm: Pueden consultar et cor -
Martes May27- g00am. On April 17 i onnection, Peom/santa-rity.
ednesday: AR, SR 2026, TEP fifeq 4 g E174
\:{g‘rmleiﬁ de mayo - 9000 E_ E Environment| it n afphca“tmn fora Certificate of su!witn:imdl:ée::g{f:gmma ung
Thursday, May 26 - 9:00am. Commission, The Avizoitg Y (CEC) with the Arizona Corporation g::“:ﬂ?:m? de Arizong p:f"ﬂblenerm
Jusves 28 0o may0 - 9,00 . & Siting Committee wi cons{gwﬂ Plant and Transmission Line {Ccemﬁmeprémﬂﬁdmmm
Friday, May 29° 9'00;3?; m oL hearing, which i open toth » T:[PS *pplcationatan upcoming E:‘P‘n??mifg?cgcﬂ“ «
‘ . x00am. € public, Li - ~entraes Eldctricy
Viernes 29 de mayo A0 pam. e e3s de Transmisio e Ar i
: + sasslor May 2000539 Leammore: considerar [g solicityg o ol
gosdal puhhccmﬂfl‘“’ - omentarios del werntencom/ss  Please gga , PrOXima audienci CeTEP e ung
si::i?nm;;lmeai:fms'c"f; e theoppesitside of i Posteard for hearing detgi piblicg, T AU €stard abierta o
piblico: 260€T9) s,
= Additiona hearina i . ac::::::'ﬂm'm *mmmrpm
aring information s avallable on the brojéct i mas detalles sobre la audfiencis
: e o2 Paina web del proyecrg g
ofrece

e CiC Ml nformacion adici ot
p|JEcu0n. o ianal sofre 13 udien
= 0Mo una £opia electronica de Iy v

icitud del CEC

webpage, as wellas an electronic cop

Notice Mailed May 12, 2026

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.




Enail Notification g e

Additional Notice of Hearing

1,924 Emails Sent,

» 1,821 TEP Customers and
Members of the Public

* 64 Agency Representatives
» 22 Elected Officials
» 17 Tribal Members

TEF - Santa Rita Connaction CEC Filed April 17, 2026

Ce

%  SF Connection: CEC-Location.
13

Halla,

Tucson Electric Power {TEF) is preparing plans for the Santa Rita Connection Project, a new 138V transmission line that will increase energy
capacity and enhance system reliability for customers in Sahuarits, Green Valley, and the suroundingarea,

Following & comprehensive planningand siting pracess, TEP has identified two poss:ble routes for the proposed transmission Uneto connect
TEP's masting Sonoran Substation in the City of Tucson 1o TEP's planned Santa Rita Substaton located in unincorporated Pima County.

TEP mus: secure a Cantificate of Environmental Compatibility (CEC) from the Asizona Corporation Commission (ACCI before building the
project. The company's CEC application, filad on Friday Aprll 17 and is avallable on the project webpage, will be reviawed by the Arizona Power

Piart and Transmission Line Siting Committee in 8 pudlic hearing schaduled to begin on Tuesday, May 26, 2026,

Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee - Hearing

* Tugsday, May 26- 1:00 p.m, with public comiment 285360 starting at 5:30 p.m.
U May 27-29 &s necessary from 9:00 a.m. 1o 5:00 pm
_Santa Rita Cﬂnﬂectlﬂll_CEc Fllmg Nﬂhce Desent Diamond Casino Tueson - Conference Centar

7350 § Nogalas Hwy Tueson, AT 85756

We appraciate your engagement in this important energy project. Toleam mare and for updates about this project, pleasa visit

v lwwviten comisanta-rita-connecion

Sent to 1,853 unique subscribers in Sants Rita Connection

1,022 Unique apens

2,047 total opens to date
32 Bounced 4,67%clickad a link (85 peaple)

56.120%cf all raciplents apznad so far

1.73% couldn't be delivered 0.22%unsubscribed (4 people)

799 Unopened ) )
Dok b il b Opeople marked it as spam (2%)

@ shares across Facshook & emall

@Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.




Social Media

Additional Notice of Hearing w X

El Comitg ¢
€ Emplazam
Hﬂclncasy Lil"‘ep . ]'I enio de Cfﬂlrafe-s

¢ fansm
onmdf:‘rara la gc,”mm dde TEPm ﬂaeArrzora

Ad Campaign Analytics " cs,,,,mncmw more
Active on Facebook and Instagram TEP v Transmission Lin® _
oA oy T “Lf:;‘ﬁﬁ‘"”ﬂ?ém ol
As of May 12, 2026: i??fupco ghearng WP
i public.

e vidual Users

' Clicks

Link to Project Webpage
¢om
1ep.€ e Aita C onnection
Click-Through Rate (CTR) Proled gertificate of--
™ Comment
Percentage of pecpls who clicken fytke A :

U/

@ Tueson Electric Power. All rights reserved.




¥ SantaRits Connaction=Tuese X % & Ask Gemini = 0 X

Webpage € 2 @ % tepeom/santa-rita-connecton/ 7 e . New Cvore svalabie |

Additional Notice of Hearing TEP .~

On Apiil 17, 2026, TEP filed an application for a Certificata of Environmental Compatibility (CECI with the Arizona Corporation

SRty Comecier Spin. & + Ad about this page! < = B X N LTI il = . x N "
B Commission (ACC). The CEC describes two possibia routes for the construction cf a transmission fine. These routes can be viewed
€ 4 O 5 et ot omechor Spaisty # 0 @ 4@ restwmenan ! below or on our infesactive map. The Arizana Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee will consider TEP's application

= . 3t an upcoming hearing, which is open to the public,

TEP = Ifyou have quastiors about the prolect, please send an emall 1o SantaRitaConnection@tep.con or call 520-770-7520,

17 de abril de 2025, TEP preserthuna seliciiud snte iz Comlsion de Corporadionss de Asrona Asizona Corporstion
ion, ACL| pa'a oatenet in Cartifizada de Compatbllidad Amblental [Cet fiati of Envlronmental Compatinlity CECLER
(2038 detallan dos ponkaled motas pada 3 constricdhn de una linsa de transmisian Estes rbid s pusden ver a continuadiin o 2 . s a :
2 ; ; ) = : Certificate of Environmaental Compatibility Hearing
annuestro mans inteactg. B Comite detmplazamientode Cantrales Hicdicasy Lineasce Tranirisian de Arizona considesara
Tuesday, Moy 26, 2026

& volicifud da THP en una pecodma audienci que estard abérs of public,

T ofame al 3273

A public hearing before the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee will begin on Monday, May 26 at
the Dasert Diamond Casine - Tuesen, 7350 5 Nogales Hwy, Tucson, Ariz. Public comment will be taken In person and
virtually during a special evening sessicn on May 26 beginning at 5:30 pm.

Sl tirmne= preg ks sobie & proy=cio, envie Un coreo sect onicoa Sank

Audiancia aore ol Cartificado de Compatinildad Amblental
e '
A partlr ded 26 de mayo ce 2026, Una audiencia piblica entz € Comite ce Emplazamiento de Centrales E€ciikas y Lness The haanng schedule s as follows

& Transmisian de Arors comenzard € lunes, 26 de mayo, en Desen Diamand Casing - Tucion, 7350 SNogales Ry,

Tucsan, Arirany. Los comentarios def b se tomasan en persona yvirugmeme dirante una sesion espadal noctuma =

2 de mayo a partlr de das 530 pm L . =
ez « May27-29 as riecessary from 3:00 am, to 5:00 pm,

« Tuesday, May 26: 1 pm, with sublic comment session starting at 5:30 pm,

B hervla ge  Avdienda Pinlica:

+ Martes. 26 o Maye: Comenzando ala 100 om, Una s2£dr. dz comentarlo plblicaala: 300 pm, Hardcopies of the application can be viewed at

» 2029 e Maye: Coma recesario desoe 1 900 am. 3 126 200 pun. : . %
« Sahuartta Library, 670 W. Sahuatita Rd, Sahuarita, AZ 85629
SR e T RN TR A + Conrad Joyner-Green Valley Library, 601 La Cafiada Dr. Green Valley, AZ 35614
+ Labibvioteca de Satwsarita, 670 W, Saqwarlis Ad, Sahuar s AZ 83839
» La biioteci Corvad Joymer-Green Ve, 601 Li Cafiada D, Green Valley, AZ 83014 Certificate of Environmental Compatibility Application
La Sofickud cel Certificade de Compatitilidad Ambiental «_ Aoplication — Filed April 17, 2036 (204mb)
= Sclictudd de Cptificade de Compat biidad Arblentsl 29 b ' M-’);ifa of P Iﬂh' Hear ;I.IIg

v Muivo de Audlenca Piblcg
Prefiling Conference - April 7, 2026

Fre- Corfarencia ce Presartacion
« Transcript
+ Degunento; pobiieras
« Exhibits

Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved.




Conclusion

Need and Benefits

* Improve the reliability and resiliency of the electrical transmission system.

* Strengthen the regional electric grid.

* Mitigates the risks of a transmission circuit overload under contingency conditions.

+ Coupled with the planned Santa Rita Substation, will provide additional capacity to serve the Towr of
Sahuarita and surrounding communities.

Environmental Compatibility of Project

+ Balances the need for an adequate, economical and reliable supply of electric power and the effectsto -
the environment and ecology of the state. |

* Minimizes impacts on environmental factors considered by the Committee.

» Consistent with applicable land use plans and policies.




EXHIBIT TEP-6
VIRTUAL TOUR
DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit. The Virtual Tour is provided to the Committee on the enclosed
flash drive and is available on the Project website at: https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection/.




EXHIBIT TEP-7
TOUR ITINERARY/SCRIPT/PROTOCOL
DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.



i
L]

Tucson

- L

o
i

R

A

- Desert Diamond Casino

et 31- J

1T
| P\ Sonoran|

- ii
‘Sahuarita
- ( -i

@

‘ %
Al e
Santa Rita |

Santa Rita Connection .
oute 1

Route 3
Tour Route

\ Tour Narration Point
' EP ' Tour Stop NOT TO SCALE

: This map is for planning purposes only. TEP and
TUCSOI’I Electl’lc POWQI‘ UNS Energy make no warranty of its accuracy.

Tour Map




Santa Rita Connection Project
Line Siting Hearing Project Tour

Committee Member pick-up at the Desert Diamond Casino
Desert Diamond Casino, 7350 S Nogales Hwy, Tucson, AZ 85756

©Drive south on business 1-19 (Nogales Highway). Turn left on S Old Nogales Highway and in 0.1 miles
turn left onto Old Vail Connection Road. In 1.8 miles pause at S Country Club Road.

1. Drive-By: Old Vail Connection Road at Country Club (Route 3)

On the right, looking to the south, coming from the east to the west is the existing Sonoran to South 138
kV transmission line, at this point the line turns to the-south. Further to the south, in a little over a mile,
Route 3 would come from the east, co-located on the 46 kV sub-transmission line, and then turn to the
south, and co-locate on the Sonoran to South 138 kV transmission line.

© Proceed 2 miles to S Swan Road. Turn right. In 0.9 miles pause at the driveway to Sonoran Substation.

2. Drive-By: Sonoran Substation (both routes)

On the left, looking east, is the Sonoran Substation. Both Routes 1 and 3 would exit the substation to the
south heading west towards Swan Road. As we continue past the substation you see the wooden H-frame
structures of the WAPA line that are planned to be rebuilt next year to a 115/230 kV double circuit. Just
past this point Route 1 will turn to the east and parallel this line all the way to Wilmot Road (approximately
2 miles).

On the right, Route 3 continues to the west, co-located on the 46 kV line.

) Continue south on S Swan Road. Turn left onto Whispering Sage Road. Stop in 0.25 mile at the TEP tent.
3. Stop: KOP-2 (Route 1)

Exit the bus at this location and gather under the tent.

4. Pause: Nogales Tap — WAPA Substation (Route 1)

To the left, looking north, is the Nogales Tap substation. The two prominent structures on both sides of
the road are where Route 1 would co-locate with the soon-to-be-rebuilt, Vail to Kantor 138 kV transmission
line. Route 1 would continue parallel to Wilmot Road, co-located on the Vail to Kantor 138 kV transmission
line, for the next 9 miles, occupying the current 100-foot-wide right-of-way (ROW), and in the same
alignment.

© Drive south on Wilmot Rd for 5.8 miles.
5. Drive-By: Wilmot Rd. and Sahuarita Road (Route 1)

We are now approaching Sahuarita Road, a Pima County designated scenic major road. Route 1 and the
existing line would cross Sahuarita Road and continue to the south in the existing ROW.

© Drive south on Wilmot Road for 1.4 miles to Placita Madera Antigua.



Santa Rita Connection Project
Line Siting Hearing Project Tour

6. Drive-By: Placita Medera Antigua (Route 1)

As the bus turns around, note the rural residential character of the neighborhood where the Vail to Kantor
138 kV transmission line exists today. The character of this residential area continues to the south for the
next 2 miles until it reaches the end of Wilmot Road and the northern boundary of the Santa Rita
Experimental Range.

Route 1 would continue on the Vail to Kantor 138 kV transmission line for another 1.6 miles towards Santa
Rita Road. At Santa Rita Road, Route 1 would co-locate with the planned Copper World 138 kV transmission
line, and head northwest along the north side of Santa Rita Road.

2) Make a U-turn. Drive 1.4 miles north on Wilmot Rd. Turn left on Sahuarita Road and drive west for 4.2
miles. Turn right onto Sahuarita Acres Road and drive 0.4 miles.

7. Pause: Sahuarita Acres Road (Route 3)

On the right, looking east, is a utility corridor. The line furthest west is the AEPCO 230 kV line, located on
wooden H-Frame structures. Adjacent to the east are tan colored monopoles, which support the TEP 138
kV line. This line would be rebuilt to double-circuit capable structures to accommodate Route 3. The
rebuild would be located within the same alignment and existing ROW.

© Turn left on S Ormes Sunset Place, left on E Yaney Lane, and right back onto Sahuarita Acres Road, and
return to Sahuarita Road. Turn right, and in 0.1 miles turn left onto Country Club Road. Drive south
along Country Club Road for 1 mile. Turn left and in 0.1 miles pause at El Toro Road.

8. Pause: Intersection of Toro Rd and Country Club Rd. (Route 3)

To the left, looking northwest, are two transmission lines crossing southwest across both El Toro Road and
Country Club Road. The TEP 138 kV line is on tan monopoles, and an AEPCO 230 kV line is on the larger
metal H-Frame replacement structures. Coordination would be required with AEPCO to raise their
structures to allow the double-circuit rebuild for Route 3 to pass underneath the 230 kV conductors.

© Drive south on Country Club Road for 1.25 miles to Santa Rita Road. Pause at the intersection.
9. Drive-By: Country Club Rd and Santa Rita Rd (Route 3)

The Route 3 alignment continues south for another 0.75 mile to the planned Santa Rita Substation.
© Turn left onto Santa Rita Road. Proceed east for 1.4 miles. Stop at the TEP tent.

10. Stop: KOP-12 Santa Rita Rd and Corto Rd (Route 1)

Exit the bus and gather under the tent.

Tour end.
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Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.
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EXHIBIT J: SPECIAL FACTORS

Describe any special factors not previously covered herein, which applicant believes to
be relevant to an informed decision on its application.
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J.1 Introduction

The following summary describes special factors not covered in the other exhibits of the CEC application,

namely public outreach and engagement.

J.2 Public Involvement Program Summary

Public participation and engagement are an important part of TEP’s environmental planning and line siting
process. The Company developed and implemented a comprehensive Public Engagement Plan to ensure
timely communication with the public. The Public Engagement Plan is included in Exhibit J-1. The plan

J-1
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encouraged input throughout the Project’s development and afforded the public opportunities to
influence the Project outcome.

Project stakeholders included residents, property owners, businesses, agencies, public officials, tribal
communities, and other community partners. The Stakeholder Lists* are included in Exhibit J-2.

The engagement efforts included (Figure 7):

e Meetings and Briefings (14)
o Public Open Houses (2)
o Agency Briefings (3)
o Elected Official Briefings (1)
o Individual Agency Meetings (5)
o Tribal Briefings (3)
e External Communication
o Postcard Mailers**
o Email Updates
o Newspaper Public Notices**
o Social Media Advertisements**
o Street Signage
o Webpage**
e Waysto Comment
o Online Comment Form**
o Paper Comment Form
o Project Email
o Project Phone Line
o Mail

*Residents and property owners not included for privacy purposes

**Bilingual

432



Tucson Electric Power Company
Santa Rita Connection Project

CEC Application
April 2026

Outreach & Engagement

MEETINGS
— Open
88fs Houses
o 0|al:
(1987 November 13, 2025 - 13 attendees

March 4, 2026 - 55 attendees

Agency
Briefings
November 12, 2025 - 20 attendees

January 28, 2026 - 18 attendees
March 3, 2026 - 16 attendees

2} Individual Agency meetings

'H Meeting with Elected Officials

WAYS TO COMMENT

= 13
= 22
® 7
- @

Online Comment Form
13 submitted on project webpage

Paper Comment Form
22 submitted at open houses

Project Email Account
7 sent to project email

Project Phone Line
4 voicemail messages

EXTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS

= Postcards
— 2,500 - 3,000 recipients each mailing

Newspaper

% Arizona Daily Star

~ 3

. Green Valley News

Email Updates

1,800+ recipients each round

Street & OpenHouse 1

/' Open House 2

OPEN
HOUSE
|

English: 2,563 views | 1,664 individual users
Spanish: 116 views | 68 individual users

Notices | Arizona Bilingual Signs

Project Webpages

SOCIAL MEDIA ADS - FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM
0 February 24 - March 4, 2026

English & Spanish Total

November 6 - November 13, 2025
English & Spanish Total

Impressions 92,173 226,481
Reach 64,557 22,784
Clicks 371 1,291

CTR 0.40% 0.57%

Figure 7. Outreach and Engagement Infographic

J-3
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J.3 Meetings and Briefings

J.3.1 Open Houses

Two open house meetings were held at the Desert Diamond Casino — Sahuarita from 6-8 p.m. The
meetings were held in an open house format with stations representing different aspects of the siting
process and the Project. All public open house events were noticed to the public via a mailed postcard,
email update, street signage, newspaper public notice, and social media advertisements. All outreach
materials are documented in Exhibit J-7. Each meeting drew approximately 13 to 55 members of the public
respectively, for a total of 68 participants (Table 21).

One bilingual team member was also available to engage with the public and answer questions in Spanish.
There were two predominately Spanish-speakers who attended the first open house; those individuals
spoke to the Spanish-speaking team member.

Open House No. 1 — November 13, 2025

The purpose of the first public open house was to inform the community of the need for and benefits of
the Project, the project study area and scope, identified opportunities and constraints within the study
area, share preliminary segments, and encourage public engagement and comments. Approximately 13
individuals attended, and 8 individuals signed in. See Exhibits J-8.1 through 8.3 for the display boards,
table maps, and table signs from the first open house.

Open House No. 2 —March 4, 2026

The purpose of the second public open house was to introduce route alternatives, present the results of
the compatibility analysis, share visual simulations of the transmission line, discuss design elements, and
encourage public engagement and comment. Approximately 55 individuals attended, and 34 individuals
signed in. See Exhibits J-8.4 through 8.6 for the display boards, table maps, and table signs from the second

open house.
Table 21. Open House Overview
Open House # Date Location Format  # Attended* Exhibit #
Desert Diamond
1 Nov. 13, 202 In- -8.1th h 8.
ov. 13, 2025 CasinG — Sahuarits n-person 8 J-8.1 through 8.3
Desert Diamond
2 Mar. 4, 2026 Casino — Sahuarita In-person 34 J-8.4 through 8.6

*Not all attendees signed in
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J.3.2 Agency Briefings

Three (3) virtual agency briefings were held to gather input from federal, state, and local public officials;
other utilities; and community partners. Each meeting drew 16 to 20 agency representatives, some of
whom attended multiple meetings, for a total of 54 participants (Table 22). A summary of the attendance,
presentation, and the Q & A session for each briefing is included in Exhibit J-3.

Table 22. Agency Briefing Overview

Agency Briefing # Date Format # Attended Presentation Ex. # Summary Ex. #
1 Nov. 12,2025 | Virtual 20 J]-3.1 J-3.2
2 Jan, 28, 2026 | Virtual 18 J-3.3 J-3.4
3 Mar. 3, 2026 | Virtual 16 J-3.5 J-3.6

J.3.3 Elected Official Outreach

Elected officials with jurisdiction within the project study area were also emailed regular project updates
along with materials recently distributed to the public and offered individual briefings. Elected officials
include those who hold a position representing the public in federal, state, or local government.

The project team provided the Sahuarita Town Council with a project briefing at a regularly scheduled and
noticed meeting on January 26, 2026. Email correspondence with elected officials and a detailed summary
of the briefing is included in Exhibit J-4.

J.3.4 Individual Agency Meetings

Agencies that were invited to attend the three (3) briefings outlined in Section J.3.2 also participated in
separate, one-on-one meetings with the project team to discuss more technical aspects that related
specifically to their organizations. The project team held five (5) individual agency meetings. A list of those
meetings is provided below, with a detailed summary of each included in Exhibit J-5.

e State
o Arizona State Land Department, Real Estate Division
= February 9, 2026
e Local
o Town of Sahuarita, Community Development and Planning & Zoning Division
= January 12, 2026
o Tucson Water, Operational Reliability & Condition Assessment Division
= March 25, 2026
e Independent Nonprofit
o Tucson Airport Authority, Business and Commercial Development Division
= February 9, 2026
e Private Organization
o Robson Communities — Quail Creek, Development & Planning Division
=  March 31, 2026
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J.3.5 Tribal Outreach

Using the Arizona Government to Government Consultation Toolkit (AZ SHPO, 2025), TEP identified the
following tribal communities, that have expressed an ancestral affiliation to the land within the project
study area, to engage with through informal consultation:

e Ak Chin Indian Community

e Gila River Indian Community
e Hopi Tribe

e Mescalero Apache Tribe

e Pascua Yaqui Tribe

e Pueblo of Zuni

e Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community
e Tohono O'odham Nation

e Tonto Apache Tribe

e  White Mountain Apache Tribe
e Yavapai-Apache Nation

TEP informed and engaged tribal representatives from each of these tribal communities throughout the
Project’s development. Outreach included mailed letters and follow-up emails to provide Project updates,
offers for in-person briefings, and field visits.

Additionally, TEP presented to the Four Southern Tribes Cultural Resources Working Group — consisting
of the Ak-Chin Indian Community, Gila River Indian Community, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community, and Tohono O’odham Nation — at their in-person meeting on March 20, 2026.

Table 23 provides a summary of the outreach efforts and materials shared with tribal representatives for
the Project. Meeting summaries and notifications shared with the Tribal communities are located in
Exhibit J-6.

Table 23. Tribal Outreach Overview

Outreach Method Date Summary
Lekiar November 19, 2025 Project mtrqducnqn ?nd‘purpose; Required Approvals;
Briefing invitation; Study Area map
Email December 8, 2025 Follow-up to November 19 Letter

Project updates and status; Required Approvals; Cultural
Letter February 19, 2026 Report available; Briefing invitation; Study Area map;
Route Alternatives map

Email March 11, 2026 Follow-up to February 19 Letter; CEC Routes map
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J.3.6 State Historic Preservation Office

The SHPO was invited to and participated in all three (3) of the Project Agency Briefings. As part of the
briefings, SHPO provided several comments and recommendations, including:

e Agency Briefing 1 — November 12, 2025
o A request to see cultural resource reports when ready
o Encourage TEP to reach out to Native American tribes early
e Agency Briefing 2 —January 28, 2026
o Communicate with Tohono O'odham as their reservation is close by
o A request to see cultural resource reports when ready
e Agency Briefing 3 —March 3, 2026
o A request to see cultural resource reports when ready

J.4 External Communication

The following communication methods were used to inform all stakeholders of Project developments (see
Figure 7 for an overview).

J.4.1 Postcard Mailers

Three (3) bilingual postcards, each mailed to more than 2,500 recipients, provided a project update and
encouraged the public to attend upcoming open houses (Table 24). Mailing addresses were compiled as
described below to reach residents, businesses, property owners and other stakeholders within a
notification area extending one (1) mile beyond the project study area.

The mailing list was developed: 1) using publicly available data from the Pima County Assessor’s Office to
capture mailing addresses for residents, businesses and property owners within the notification area, 2)
incorporating team-identified Project stakeholders, and 3) a manual inspection to remove duplicate
addresses to ensure data quality and minimize returns.

A copy of each of the mailers is available in Exhibit J-7.

Table 24. Postcard Mailer Overview

Postcard # Date Mailed # Mailed Included Updates
b | onomera s | ass | froketiodudion oo
2 February9,2026 | 2,921 Iy ;‘esz‘:ns;:‘]"t‘:“t
3 g S5 Open ﬁc;ttseeilrt‘uehr/lnaarf:i\f:e:, 2026
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J.4.2 Email Updates

Portions of the notification area are located outside of TEP's service territory. For the areas within service
territory, an email list of current residents, businesses and other customers located within the notification
area was compiled for electronic distribution of project information.

Three (3) emails were sent to customers within the notification area with an email on file with TEP or who
had requested to be included on the project email list. Each of the emails were sent to nearly 2,000
recipients (Table 25). Both the paper and online comment forms included an option for participants to
opt-in to the project email distribution list and receive updates. The mass email service provider allows
recipients who no longer wish to receive project-related emails to opt out of future updates. This is the
reason why each email update was sent to slightly fewer recipients than the one before.

The distributed emails and corresponding engagement reports are included in Exhibit J-7.

Table 25. Email Updates Overview

Email # Date Sent # Emailed Included Updates

Project introduction and purpose; Study Area map;
Planning and Siting Process; Required Approvals and
Timeline; Ways to Comment
Open House on November 13, 2025

1 October 28, 2025 1,896

Project purpose; Siting Status Update; Suitability
2 February 2, 2026 1,854 Assessment video; Refined Segments map; Required
Approvals and Timeline; Ways to Comment

Project status; Route Alternatives map; Required
3 February 18, 2026 1,850 Approvals and Timeline; Ways to Comment

Open House on March 4, 2026

J.4.3 Public Notices

Two (2) rounds of bilingual public notices were published in local newspapers in print as well as digital
versions online. The first notice was placed in the Arizona Daily Star and the Green Valley News. The
second notice was placed in the Arizona Daily Star, Green Valley News, and the Arizona Bilingual (Table
26). The public notices ran in the newspapers approximately 2 weeks prior to each open house. These
newspapers reach more than 40,000 daily readers and 150,000 monthly readers. The public notices are
available in Exhibit J-7.
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Table 26. Public Notice Overview

Newspaper 1*! Publication Date 2" publication Date
Arizona Daily Star November 2, 2025 February 22, 2026
Green Valley News November 2, 2025 February 22, 2026

Arizona Bilingual N/A March 2026 Issue

J.4.4 Social Media Advertisements

Geotargeted Facebook and Instagram ads were used to notify residents and other stakeholders of
upcoming open house meetings. The ads were directed to reach platform users within the notification
area and ran for 1 week prior to each open house, during the dates identified in Figure 8. The social media
advertisements and reports of engagement results are in Exhibits J-7.

SOCIAL MEDIA ADS - FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM
G November 6 - November 13, 2025

English & Spanish Total

February 24 - March 4, 2026
English & Spanish Total

Impressions 82,173 226,481
Reach 64,557 22,784
Clicks 371 1,291

CTR 0.40% 0.57%

Figure 8. Social Media Analytics
J.4.5 Street Signage

Two (2) sets of temporary signs were placed at important intersections within the project notification area
notifying the public of the November 2025 and March 2026 open house meetings. For the first open
house, six (6) 24x36"” double-sided bilingual signs were posted. For the second open house, seven (7)
36x48” signs were posted that included a Quick Response (“QR”) code to the Project Webpage for ease
of access to view the details in Spanish. The signs, representative photos of sign placement, and map of
sign locations are included in Exhibit J-7.

J.4.6 Webpage

English and Spanish webpages were established at the inception of the Project and were continually
updated throughout the Project’s development. The webpages included information about the Project
need and benefits, Project status and updates, all outreach materials, an interactive map, details about
upcoming open houses, and required approvals and timing. Both webpages contained the Online
Comment Form which was available for members of the public to submit feedback at any time. Outreach
materials including the project mailers, public notices in local newspapers, and street signage included a
QR code that directed visitors to the English webpage, which contains a link to the Spanish webpage. See
Table 27 for a summary of webpage visits.
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Screenshots of the webpages and the interactive map are in Exhibit J-7. The webpages,
www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection and www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection-spanish, will remain live

until the Project is in-service.

Table 27. Webpage Overview

Language # Total Views™ # Individual Users*
English 2,563 1,664
Spanish 116 68
*As of March 24, 2026

J.4.7 Media Coverage

The Project received media coverage through the following outlets:

e Green Valley News
o AZPM News
e KOLD News 13

Articles are included in Exhibit J-9.

J.4.8 Ways to Comment

Comments were accepted in both English and Spanish. The public was encouraged to provide feedback
on the Project through the following options:

e Filling out an online comment form
e Filling out a paper comment form
e Sending email comments to SantaRitaConnection@tep.com
e Calling 520-770-7520 and leaving a voicemail message
e Mailing a letter with comments to:
Santa Rita Connection Project
P.0.Box 711
Mail Stop CB200
Tucson, AZ 85701-0711

As of March 24, 2026, the public provided a total of 46 comments and questions, via the methods shown
in Figure 9. There were no letters or forms sent to the project mailbox. The most common topics
mentioned in comments included route location, proximity to residences, and utilizing existing
infrastructure. All topics and the number of times each were referenced are detailed in Figure 10.

All comments have personal information redacted and are provided in Exhibit J-10.

J-10
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Comments Received by Method

Number Received Percent of Total
25 Voicemail

22 8.7%
> Online Form
28.3%

20 Email
15.2%

10

w

Paper Form
Online Form Paper Form Email Voicemail 47.8%

Figure 9. Public Comment Methods

Topics in Comments Received

by Number of Times Mentioned
Cost
Environment
Existing Line
Property Value
Residential
Route Location
Safety
Substation
Support Project
Underground

Visual

L=}
w

10 15 20 25 30
Figure 10. Public Comment Topics

Routes Mentioned in Comments Received
By Percent of Total Mentions

@ Favored @ Opposed

45%
Route 1

Route 3
26%

10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

0

%

Figure 11. Public Comment - Routes

J-11
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AZ SHPO. (2025). Government to Government Consultation. Retrieved from Cultural and Historic
Preservation, Arizona State Historic Preservation Office: https://sites.google.com/view/az-
consultation-toolkit/consultation-map
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DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.



ORIGINAL E000049050
Tucson Electric Power

88 East Broadway Blvd. | Post Office Box 711 | HQE910 | Tucson, AZ 85702-1702

January 30, 2026

Docket Control

Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Re:  Notice of Filing — Tucson Electric Power Company’s Ten-Year Plan

Transmission Projects 2026-2035
Docket No. E-99999A-25-0006

Pursuant to A.R.S § 40-360.02, attached is Tucson Electric Power Company’s (“TEP”)
Ten-Year Plan Transmission Projects for years 2026-2035. As required by Decision No. 74785
(October 24, 2014), this plan includes a study report on the effects of distributed generation and
energy efficiency on TEP’s future transmission needs.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (520) 965-8408.
Sincerely,

/s/Andrea Jacobo

Andrea Jacobo
Regulatory Services Specialist

ce: Compliance Section, ACC

ACC - Docket Control - Received: 01/30/2026 02:01 PM
ACC -Docket Control - Docketed: 1/30/2026 2:11 PM
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TEP

TRANSMISSION PROJECTS
TEN YEAR PLAN

Tucson Electric Power
Project Designation:
Sonoran — Santa Rita 138-kV Transmission Line
Facility Parameters:

a) Voltage: 138-kV

b) Capacity: System dependent

¢) Point of Origin: Sonoran 138-kV Substation

d) Intermediate Point N/A

d) Point of Termination:

Planned Santa Rita 138-kV Substation

e) Length: Approximately 16 miles
Routing: TBD
New 138-kV transmission line connecting the Tucson load
I pocket south to the Sahuarita area. This will provide additional
e redundancy serving the area south of Tucson to accommodate
load growth.
Date:
a) Construction Start: 2028
b) In-Service Date: 2029
Is Certificate Necessary: Yes
Technical Studies: Annual TEP Planning Studies.
57

TEP Ten Year Plan 2026-2035




EXHIBIT TEP-10

EXHIBITS REGARDING NOTICE REQUIREMENTS

DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company

provides the following exhibit.

The following sub-exhibits are attached.

Exhibit TEP-10A

Notice of Hearing

Exhibit TEP-10B

Tear Sheets for Arizona Daily Star

Exhibit TEP-10C

Letters to Public Facilities re Copies of Application for Public
Viewing

Exhibit TEP-10D

Map of Notice of Hearing Sign Locations

Exhibit TEP-10E

Photographs of Sign Placement

Exhibit TEP-10F

Example of Sign Contents

Exhibit TEP-10G

Letters to Affected Jurisdictions with Notice of Hearing
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ATTORMEYS AT LAW
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BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT
AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261
TUCSON ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY IN
CONFORMANCE WITH THE Case No. 261
REQUIREMENTS OF A.R.S. § 40-360, ET SEQ.,
FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL | NOTICE OF HEARING
COMPATIBILITY AUTHORIZING THE 138
KILOVOLT (KV) SANTA RITA CONNECTION
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT, WHICH
INCLUDES THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW
138 KV TRANSMISSION LINE ORIGINATING
AT THE EXISTING SONORAN SUBSTATION
(SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 16 S, RANGE 14 E),
AND TERMINATING AT THE PLANNED
SANTA RITA SUBSTATION (SECTION 29,
TOWNSHIP 17 S, RANGE 14 E), EACH
LOCATED WITHIN PIMA COUNTY,
ARIZONA.

NOTICE OF HEARING
A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD before the Arizona Power Plant and

Transmission Line Siting Committee (“Committee”) regarding the Application of Tucson
Electric Power Company (“TEP” or “Applicant”) for a Certificate of Environmental
Compatibility (“CEC”) authorizing construction of the Santa Rita Connection
Transmission Line Project (“Project”™).

The Project will involve the construction of a new, approximately 13-to-17-mile
138 kilovolt (“kV”) transmission line in Pima County, Arizona from the existing Sonoran
Substation to the planned Santa Rita Substation. A map of the Project is attached as
Exhibit A.

The hearing will be held at the Desert Diamond Casino Conference Center, 7350
S. Nogales Hwy, Tucson, Arizona 85756. The hearing will begin on Tuesday, May 26,
2026, at 1:00 p.m., and will continue as necessary through Friday, May 29, 2026,
beginning at 9:00 a.m. each day at the same location until the completion of the
hearing. If any revisions to the hearing schedule are required, they will be noticed on the

Project webpage at: https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection/, and on the Arizona

ACC - Docket Control - Received: 04/22/2026 01:28 PM
ACC -Docket Control - Docketed: 4/22/2026 2:08 PM

E000050941
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Corporation Commission (“ACC”) website at: https:/www.azcc.gov/arizona-power-

plant/hearings-and-meetings.

PUBLIC COMMENT WILL BE TAKEN IN A SPECIAL EVENING
SESSION ON TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026, BEGINNING AT 5:30 P.M., VIA
TELEPHONE, ZOOM, OR IN PERSON AT THE DESERT DIAMOND CASINO
CONFERENCE CENTER, 7350 S. NOGALES HWY, TUCSON, ARIZONA 85756.
PUBLIC COMMENT MAY ALSO BE TAKEN AT OTHER TIMES DURING THE
HEARING AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
COMMITTEE.

THE PUBLIC CAN WATCH THE HEARING ONLINE, LISTEN TO THE

HEARING VIA TELEPHONE, OR ATTEND IN PERSON. At least 24 hours in
advance of the hearing, information regarding online and telephone hearing access, as well

as any additional details regarding safety protocols or other revisions to the hearing

schedule will be noticed on the Project webpage at https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-
connection/.

The Chairman may, at his discretion, recess the hearing to a time and place to be
announced during the hearing, or to be determined after the recess. The date, time, and
place at which the hearing will be resumed will be posted on the above-noted Project
webpage and the ACC website. NOTE: NOTICE OF ANY RESUMED HEARING
WILL BE GIVEN; HOWEVER, PUBLISHED NOTICE OF SUCH A RESUMED
HEARING IS NOT REQUIRED.

If the Committee decides to conduct a tour of the Project, notice that includes a
map and itinerary of any such tour will be available at the hearing and posted on the Project
and ACC websites. Members of the public may follow the Committee on the tour. During
the tour, the Committee may hear testimony at stops on the tour concerning what is visible
at the stops and the relevance of the location and view to the Project. No other discussion
or deliberation concerning the Application will occur during the tour. A court reporter or

recording device will record any testimony taken on the tour for transcription. Public
2
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health and safety protocols specific for the tour will be included on the itinerary. If the
Committee decides not to take a tour, the hearing will continue as scheduled.
Maps of the Project site and detailed information about Project facilities are
contained in the Application, which is available for inspection at the following locations:
e ACC Docket Control Center, Phoenix Office,
1200 West Washington Street, Suite 108, Phoenix AZ 85007
e Sahuarita Library, 670 W Sahuarita Rd, Sahuarita, AZ 85629
e Conrad Joyner-Green Valley Library, 601 N La Canada Dr, Green Valley, AZ
85614

e The Project webpage: https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection/

The Applicant will make available final copies of the pre-filing conference,
prehearing conference, and hearing transcripts at each of the above locations and Project
webpage.

Each county, municipal government, and state agency interested in the Project that
desires to be a party to the proceedings shall, not less than ten (10) days before the date
set for the hearing, file a Notice of Intent to Become a Party with the Director of Utilities,
ACC, 1200 West Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ 85007.

Any domestic non-profit corporation or association formed in whole or in part: to
promote conservation or natural beauty; to protect the environment, personal health, or
other biological values; to preserve historical sites; to promote consumer interests; to
represent commercial and industrial groups; or to promote the orderly development of the
area in which the Project is to be located that desires to become a party to the proceedings
shall, not less than ten (10) days before the date set for the hearing, file a Notice of Intent
to Become a Party with the Director of Utilities, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street,
Phoenix, AZ 85007.

The Committee may make other persons parties to the proceedings at any time.
Any person may make a limited appearance at a hearing by filing a statement in writing

with the Director of the Utilities Division, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street, Phoenix,
3
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AZ 85007, and the Chairman of the Committee at 2005 North Central Avenue, Phoenix,
AZ 85004, not less than five (5) days before the date set for the hearing. A person making
a limited appearance will not be a party or have the right to present testimony or cross-
examine witnesses.

This proceeding is governed by Arizona Revised Statutes (“A.R.S.”) §§ 40-360 to
40-360.13 and Arizona Administrative Code R14-3-201 to R14-3-220. No substantive
communication, not in the public record, may be made to any member of the Committee.
The written decision of the Committee will be submitted to the Commission pursuant to
A.R.S. § 40-360.07. Any person intending to be a party to the proceeding on the matter
before the Commission must be a party to the proceeding before the Committee.

ORDERED this 17th day of April, 2026.

% [ - ——

Adam Stafford, Chairman
Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee
Assistant Attorney General
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

ORIGINAL of the foregoing e-filed this 22nd day of April, 2026 with:

Docket Control

Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

COPIES of the above emailed this 22nd day of April, 2026:

Thomas Van Flein, General Counsel
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007
legaldiv(@azce.gov

Counsel for Legal Division Staff

Britton Baxter

Ranelle Paladino

Co-Directors, Utilities Division
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007
UtlitiesDiv@azcec.gov

Meghan H. Grabel

Elias Ancharski

Osborn Maledon

2929 N. Central Ave, 21st Floor
Phoenix, Arizona 85012
merabel@omlaw.com
eancharski@omlaw.com
Counsel for Applicant

Megan C. Hill

Tucson Electric Power
88 E. Broadway Blvd.
MS HQE910

Tucson, AZ 85701
Megan. Hill@tep.com
Counsel for Applicant

11/
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Lisa L. Glennie

Glennie Reporting Services, LLC
1555 East Orangewood

Phoenix, AZ 85020

admin@glennie-reporting.com

By: _ T. Brewer
CEC 261
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BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT

AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE
INTHE MATTER OF THE APFLICATION O Dockel Mo, L-00000C-26-0125-00261
TUCSON ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY 18 '
CONFORMANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS
Or A0S, §40-360, CT SEQ., FOR A CERTIF-
ICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY
AUTHORIZING THE 138 KILOVOLT (KV) SANTA
AITA CONNECTION TRANSMISSION LINE
PROJECT. WHICH INCLUDES THE CONSTRUGC-
TION OF A NEW 138 KV TRANSMISSION LING
ORIGINATING AT THE EXISTING SONORARN
SUBSTATION (SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 16 5,
RANGLE 14 ), AND TCAMINATING AT THE
PLANNED SANTA RITA SUBSTATION (SECTION
29, TOVINSHIP 17 S, RANGE 14 E), EACH
LOCATED VITHIN PIMA COUNTY, ARIZOMNA,

Case No. 261

NOTICE OF HEARING

NOTICE OF HEARING

A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD before the Arizona
Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee (“Commit-
tee”) reqgarding the Application of Tucson Electric Power Com-
pany (“TEP" cor “Applicant”) for a Certificate of Environmental
Compatibility ("CEC") authorizing construction of the Santa Rita
Connection Transmission Line Praject (“"Project™).

The Project will involve the canstruction of a new, approx-
imately 13-to-17-mile 138 kilovolt (“kKV") transmission line in
Pirma County, Arizona from the existing Soneran Substation
to the planned Santa Rita Substation. A map of the Project is
attached as Exhibit A.

The hearing will be held at the Desert Diamond Casino
Conference Center, 7350 S. Nogales Hwy, Tucson, Arizona
85756. The hearing will begin on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at
1:00 p.m., and will continue as necessary through Friday,
May 29, 2026, beginning at 9:00 a.m. each day at the same
location until the completion of the hearing. If any revisicons
to the hearing schedule are required, they will be noticed an the
Project webpage at: htips://www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection/,
and on the Arizona Corporation Commission (“ACC") website at:
https:/Awww.azcoc.gov/arizona-powsar-plant/hearings-and-meetings.

PUBLIC COMMENT WILL BE TAKEN IN A SPECIAL EVE-
NING SESSION ON TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026, BEGINNING
AT 5:30 P.M., VIA TELEPHONE, ZOOM, OR IN PERSON AT
THE DESERT DIAMOND CASINO CONFERENCE CENTER,
7350 S. NOGALES HWY, TUCSONMN, ARIZOMNA 85756. PUB-
LIC COMMENT MAY ALSO BE TAKEN AT OTHER TIMES
DURING THE HEARING AT THE DISCRETION OF THE
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE.

THE PUBLIC CAN WATCH THE HEARING ONLINE, LISTEN
TO THE HEARING ViA TELEPHONE, OR ATTEND IN PER-
SOM. At least 24 hours in advance of the hearing, information
regarding online and teiephons hearing access, as well as any
additional details regarding safety protocols or ether revisions to
the hearing schedule will be noticed on the Project webpage at
hitps:/Awww tep.comyssanta-rita-connection/.

The Chairman may, at his discretion, recess the hearing to a
time and place to be announced during the hearing, or to be
determined after the recess,. The dale, time, and place at which
the hearing will be resumed will be posted cn the above-noted
Project webpage and the ACC website. NOTE: NOTICE OF
ANY RESUMED HEARING WILL BE GIVEN; HOWEVER, PUB-
LISHED NOTICE OF SUCH A RESUMED HEARING IS NOT
REQUIRED.

If the Committes decides to conduct a tour of the Project,
notice that includes a map and itinerary of any such tour will
be available at the hearing and posted on the Project and ACC
websites. Members of the public may follow the Committee on
the tour. During the tour, the Cormmmittee may hear testimony at
stops on the tour concerning what is visible at the stops and
the relevance of the location and view to the Project. No aother
discussion or deliberation concerning the Application will accur
during the tour. A court reporter or recording device will record
any testimony taken on the tour for transcription. Public health
and safety protocols specific for the tour will be included an the
itinerary. If the Committee decides not to take a tour, the hear-
ing will continue as scheduled.

Maps of the Project site and detailed information about Project
facilities are containad in the Application, which is available far

inspection atthe following locations:
= ACC Docket Control Center. Phoenix Office,
1200 West Washington Street, Suite 108, Phoenix AZ 85007

= Sahuarita Library, 670 VW Sahuarita Rd, Sahuarita, AZ 85629

*» Conrad Joyner-Graeen Valley Library. 801 N La Cariada Dr,

Green Valley, AZ 85614

= The Project webpage: hitps://www tep.com/santa-rita-connection/

The Applicant will make available final copies of the pre-filing
canfarence, prehearing conference, and hearing transcripts at
Each of the above locations and Project webpage.

Each county, municipal government, and state agency interast-
aed in the Project that desires to be a party to the proceedings
shall, not less than ten (10Q) days before the date set for the
hearing, file a Notice of Intent to Become a Party with the Direc-
tar of Utilities, ACC, 1200 Wast Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ
85007.

Any domestic non-profit corporation or association formed in
whole or in part: to promote conservation or natural beauty; to
protect the environment, personal health, or other biclogical val-
ues; to preserve historical sites; to prormote consumer interests;
io represent commercial and indusirial groups; or to promote
the orderly development of the area in which the Project is to be
located that desires to become a party to the proceedings shall,
not less than ten (10) days before the date set for the hearing,
file a Notice of Intent to Become a Party with the Director of Util-
ities, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ 85007.

The Committee may make other persons parties to the pro-
ceaedings at any time. Any person may makes a limited appear-
ance at a hearing by filing a statement in writing with the Direc-
tar of the Utilities Division, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street;
Phaoenix, AZ 85007, and the Chairman of the Committee at 2005
MNorth Central Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85004, not less than five (5)
days before the date set for the hearing. A person making a lim-
ited appearance will not be a party or have the right to present
testimony or cross-examine witnesses.

This proceeding is governied by Arizona Revised Statutes
("A.R.S.7) §8 40-360 to 40-360.13 and Arizona Administrative
Code R14-3-201 to R14-3-220. No substantive communication,
not in the public record, may be made to any member of the
Committee. The written decision of the Committes will be sub-
mitted to the Commission pursuant to ALR.S. § 40-360.07. Any
person intending to be a party to the proceeding on the matter
before the Commission must be a party to the proceeding
before the Committes.

ORDERED this 17th day of April, 2026.
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Adam Stafford, Chairman

Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee
Assistant Attorney General
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BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT

AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE
INTHE MATTER OF THE APFLICATION O Dockel Mo, L-00000C-26-0125-00261
TUCSON ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY 18
CONFORMANCE WITH THE REQUIREMENTS
Or A0S, §40-360, CT SEQ., FOR A CERTIF-
ICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY
AUTHORIZING THE 138 KILOVOLT (KV) SANTA
AITA CONNECTION TRANSMISSION LINE
PROJECT. WHICH INCLUDES THE CONSTRUGC-
TION OF A MEW 130 KV TRANSMISSION LING
ORIGINATING AT THE EXISTING SONORARN
SUBSTATION (SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 16 5,
RANGLE 14 ), AND TCAMINATING AT THE
PLAMNED SANTA RITA SUBSTATION (SECTIOM
29, TOWNSHIP- 17 5, RANGE 14 E), EACH
LOCATED VWITHIN PIMA COUNTY, ARIZONA

Case No. 261

NOTICE OF HEARING

NOTICE OF HEARING

A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD before the Arizona
FPower FPlant and Transmission Line Siting Committee ("Commit-
tee”) reqgarding the Application of Tucson Electric Power Com-
pany (“TEP" cor “Applicant”) for a Certificate of Environmental
Compatibility (“*CEC") authorizing construction of the Santa Rita
Connection Transmission Line Praject (“"Project™).

The Project will involve the canstruction of a new, approx-
imately 13-to-17-mile 138 kKilovolt (“kWV™) transmission line in
Pirma County, Arizona from the existing Soneran Substation
to the planned Santa Rita Substation. A map of the Project is
attached as Exhibit A.

The hearing will be held at the Desert Diamond Casino
Conference Center, 7350 S. Nogales Hwy, Tucson, Arizona
85756. The hearing will begin on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at
1:00 p.m., and will continue as necessary through Friday,
May 29, 2026, beginning at 9:00 a.m. each day at the same
location until the completion of the hearing. If any revisicons
to the hearing schedule are required, they will be noticed an the
Project webpage at: htips://www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection/,
and on the Arizona Corporation Commission (“ACC") website at:
https:/Awww.azcoc.gov/arizona-powsar-plant/hearings-and-meetings.

PUEBLIC COMMENT WILL BE TAKEN IN A SPECIAL EVE-
NING SESSION ON TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026, BEGINNING
AT 5:30 P.M., VIA TELEPHONE, ZOOM, OR IN PERSON AT
THE DESERT DIAMOND CASINO CONFERENCE CENTER,
7350 S. NOGALES HWY, TUCSONMN, ARIZOMNA 85756. PUB-
LIC COMMENT MAY ALSO BE TAKEN AT OTHER TIMES
DURING THE HEARING AT THE DISCRETION OF THE
CHAIRMAN OF THE COMMITTEE.

THE PUBLIC CAN WATCH THE HEARING ONLINE, LISTEN
TO THE HEARING ViA TELEPHONE, OR ATTEND IN PER-
SOM. At least 24 hours in advance of the hearing, information
regarding online and teiephons hearing access, as well as any
additional details regarding safety protocols or ether revisions to
the hearing schedule will be noticed on the Project webpage at
hitps://fwww.tep.com/santa-rita-connection/.

The Chairman may, at his discretion, recess the hearing to a
time and place to be announced during the hearing, or to be
determined after the recess,. The dale, time, and place at which
the hearing will be resumed will be posted cn the above-noted
Project webpage and the ACC website. NOTE: NOTICE OF
ANY RESUMED HEARING WILL BE GIVEN; HOWEVER, PUB-
LISHED NOTICE OF SUCH A RESUMED HEARING IS NOT
REQUIRED.

If the Committes decides to conduct a tour of the Project,
notice that includes a map and itinerary of any such tour will
be available at the hearing and posted on the Project and ACC
websites. Members of the public may follow the Committee on
the tour. During the tour, the Cormmmittee may hear testimony at
stops on the tour concerning what is visible at the stops and
the relevance of the location and view to the Project. No aother
discussion or deliberation concerning the Application will accur
during the tour. A court reporter or recording device will record
any testimony taken on the tour for transcription. Public health
and safety protocols specific for the tour will be included an the
itinerary. If the Committee decidaes not to take a tour, the hear-
ing will continue as scheduled.

Maps of the Project site and detailed information about Project
facilities are containad in the Application, which is available far

inspection at the following locations:
= ACC Docket Control Center. Phoenix Office,
1200 West Washinaton Street, Suite 108, FPhoenix AZ 85007

= Sahuarita Library, 670 VW Sahuarita Rd, Sahuarita, AZ 85629

*» Conrad Joyner-Graeen Valley Library. 801 N La Cariada Dr,

Green Valley, AZ 85614

= The Project webpage: hitps://www tep.com/santa-rita-connection/

The Applicant will make available final copies of the pre-filing
canfarence, prehearing conference, and hearing transcripts at
Each of the above locations and Project webpage.

Each county, municipal government, and state agency interast-
aed in the Project that desires to be a party to the proceedings
shall, not less than ten (10Q) days before the date set for the
hearing, file a Notice of Intent to Become a Party with the Direc-
tar of Utilities, ACC, 1200 Wast Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ
85007.

Any domestic non-profit corporation or association formed in
whole or in part: to promote conservation or natural beauty; to
protect the environment, personal health, or other biclogical val-
ues; to preserve historical sites; to prormote consumer interests;
io represent commercial and indusirial groups; or to promote
the orderly development of the area in which the Project is to be
located that desires to become a party to the proceedings shall,
not less than ten (10) days before the date set for the hearing,
file a Notice of Intent to Become a Party with the Director of Util-
ities, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ 85007.

The Committee may make other persons parties to the pro-
ceaedings at any time. Any person may makes a limited appear-
ance at a hearing by filing a statement in writing with the Direc-
tar of the Utilities Division, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street;
Phaoenix, AZ 85007, and the Chairman of the Committee at 2005
MNorth Central Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85004, not less than five (5)
days before the date set for the hearing. A person making a lim-
ited appearance will not be a party or have the right to present
testimony or cross-examine witnesses.

This proceeding is governied by Arizona Revised Statutes
("A.R.S.7) §8 40-360 to 40-360.13 and Arizona Administrative
Code R14-3-201 to R14-3-220. No substantive communication,
not in the public record, may be made to any member of the
Committee. The written decision of the Committes will be sub-
mitted to the Commission pursuant to ALR.S. § 40-360.07. Any
person intending to be a party to the proceeding on the matter
before the Commission must be a party to the proceeding
before the Committes.

ORDERED this 17th day of April, 2026.
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Adam Stafford, Chairman

Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee
Assistant Attorney General
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LETTERS TO PUBLIC FACILITIES RE COPIES OF APPLICATION FOR
PUBLIC VIEWING

DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261




rﬁ;#"’*"‘%,t Elias J. Ancharski 2929 North Central Avenue
i OSBORN Direct: 602-640-9327 Suite 2000
K_M MALEDON Office: 602-640-9000 Phoenix, Arizona 85012

l ATTORNEYS AT LAW eancharski@omlaw.com omlaw.com

April 17, 2026

Joyner-Green Valley Library
601 N La Canada Dr
Green Valley, AZ 85614

Re:  Tucson Electric Power
Santa Rita Connection Project
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached Application was filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on April
17,2026 and, by order of the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee
Chairman, is required to be made available for public viewing. Please place it in an area of your
facility that is accessible to the public. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,
Elias J. Ancharski

EJA:pdp
Enclosure



F o Elias J. Ancharski

¥
| "t OSBORN Direct: 602-640-9327
L MALEDON Office: 602-640-9000
I ATTORNEYS AT LAW eancharski@omlaw.com

April 17, 2026

Sahuarita Library
670 W Sahuarita Rd
Sahuarita, AZ 85629

Re: Tucson Electric Power
Santa Rita Connection Project

2929 North Central Avenue
Suite 2000

Phoenix, Arizona 85012
omlaw.com

Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility

Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached Application was filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on April
17,2026 and, by order of the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee
Chairman, is required to be made available for public viewing. Please place it in an area of your

facility that is accessible to the public. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

5%&% [é&z/

Elias J. Ancharski

EJA:pdp
Enclosure
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MAP OF NOTICE OF HEARING SIGN LOCATIONS
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St Sonoran

o

Santu Oruz
River

1

\:q
!

City of Tucson

Fima County

S-Nogales Huy

East Sahuarita E Sahaat™

k Y 5
bahuarita (5/ E Sshuarita Rd

| P
4% Duval £} E
by e =
| 3 8 1Signy7)
\"%& g = Broadwaier
J ¢ ® '
w" Santa Rita
by _.

in-Service 138kV Route Alternatives
Substation === Preferred Route

TEF /N Planned 138kV Substation s Alternative Route
Tucson Electric Power @®

Road Sign Location
Road Sign D Study Area 9

Locations

Thiz map = far plann ng purposes only TEP and
1] 1 2 UHE Erergy make ro warranty of itz accuracy.

Santa Rita
Connection Project ——— ] s S e
Miles Frogeston; NAL 1933 U1 2one 12N
Biean i Beni wanld oy




EXHIBIT TEP-10E

PHOTOGRAPHS OF SIGN PLACEMENT

DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261
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EXHIBIT TEP-10F

EXAMPLE OF SIGN CONTENTS

DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261




TEP

Tucson Electric Power

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Santa Rita Connection

Tucson Electric Power invites the public to an upcoming hearing before the
Arizona Power Plant & Transmission Line Siting Committee

Date Time
May 26, 2026 1PM - 5PM

Location

Desert Diamond Casino

Conference Center

In-person or virtual public comments can be made
Tuesday, May 26, beginning at 5:30 p.m.

Old Vail Connection
-""'hn
N

A G "

Country Club Rd

Wilmot Rd

Route Alterpatives
— Roule 1

== Rouie 3

For information on commenting virtually, please visit:
tep.com/santa-rita-connection or call 520-770-7520

Arizona Corporation Commission Docket Number: L-00000C-26-0125-00261




EXHIBIT TEP-10G

LETTERS TO AFFECTED JURISDICTIONS WITH NOTICE OF
HEARING

DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261




4,4""“:"".«,_ Meghan H. Grabel 2929 North Central Avenue

{ A) A OSBORN Direct: 602-640-9399 Suite 2000
- MALEDON Office: 602-640-9000 Phoenix, Arizona 85012
I ATTORNEYS AT LAW mgrabel@omlaw.com omlaw.com

April 24, 2026

CERTIFIED MAIL — RETURN RECEIPT

Arizona State Land Department
Attn: Robyn Sahid, Commissioner
1110 W. Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Re:  Tucson Electric Power Company - Santa Rita Connection Project
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261
Notice of Hearing

To Whom It May Concern:
The attached Notice of Hearing was filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on
April 22, 2026. Pursuant to A.R.S. § 40-360.04, the Arizona State Land Department has been

identified as an affected area of jurisdiction. Please let us know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

MGH:pdp
Enclosure



ORIGINAL
1 BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT
7 AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE
3 IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261
TUCSON ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY IN
4 || CONFORMANCE WITH THE Case No. 261
REQUIREMENTS OF A.R.S. § 40-360, ET SEQ.,
5 FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL NOTICE OF HEARING
6 COMPATIBILITY AUTHORIZING THE 138
KILOVOLT (KV) SANTA RITA CONNECTION
7 TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT, WHICH
INCLUDES THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW
8 138 KV TRANSMISSION LINE ORIGINATING
AT THE EXISTING SONORAN SUBSTATION
9 (SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 16 S, RANGE 14 E),
10 || AND TERMINATING AT THE PLANNED
SANTA RITA SUBSTATION (SECTION 29,
11 TOWNSHIP 17 S, RANGE 14 E), EACH
> LOCATED WITHIN PIMA COUNTY,
20 : 12 || ARIZONA.
oL s 18 NOTICE OF HEARING
oa P -
f;g; 14 A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD before the Arizona Power Plant and
J =
15 || Transmission Line Siting Committee (“Committee™) regarding the Application of Tucson
. 16 ||Electric Power Company (“TEP” or “Applicant”) for a Certificate of Environmental
17 ||Compatibility (“CEC”) authorizing construction of the Santa Rita Connection
18 || Transmission Line Project (“Project™).
19 The Project will involve the construction of a new, approximately 13-to-17-mile
20 || 138 kilovolt (*kV™) transmission line in Pima County, Arizona from the existing Sonoran
21 |[[Substation to the planned Santa Rita Substation. A map of the Project is attached as
22 || Exhibit A.
23 The hearing will be held at the Desert Diamond Casino Conference Center, 7350
24 ||S. Nogales Hwy, Tucson, Arizona 85756. The hearing will begin on Tuesday, May 26,
25 ||2026, at 1:00 p.m., and will continue as necessary through Friday, May 29, 2026,
26 ||beginning at 9:00 a.m. each day at the same location until the completion of the
27 || hearing. Ifany revisions to the hearing schedule are required, they will be noticed on the
28 || Project webpage at: https:/www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection/, and on the Arizona
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Corporation Commission (“ACC”) website at: https:/www.azcc.gov/arizona-power-

plant/hearings-and-meetings.

PUBLIC COMMENT WILL BE TAKEN IN A SPECIAL EVENING
SESSION ON TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026, BEGINNING AT 5:30 P.M., VIA
TELEPHONE, ZOOM, OR IN PERSON AT THE DESERT DIAMOND CASINO
CONFERENCE CENTER, 7350 S. NOGALES HWY, TUCSON, ARIZONA 85756.
PUBLIC COMMENT MAY ALSO BE TAKEN AT OTHER TIMES DURING THE
HEARING AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE
COMMITTEE.

THE PUBLIC CAN WATCH THE HEARING ONLINE, LISTEN TO THE
HEARING VIA TELEPHONE, OR ATTEND IN PERSON. At least 24 hours in

advance of the hearing, information regarding online and telephone hearing access, as well
as any additional details regarding safety protocols or other revisions to the hearing

schedule will be noticed on the Project webpage at https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-

connection/.

The Chairman may, at his discretion, recess the hearing to a time and place to be
announced during the hearing, or to be determined after the recess. The date, time, and
place at which the hearing will be resumed will be posted on the above-noted Project
webpage and the ACC website. NOTE: NOTICE OF ANY RESUMED HEARING
WILL BE GIVEN; HOWEVER, PUBLISHED NOTICE OF SUCH A RESUMED
HEARING IS NOT REQUIRED.

If the Committee decides to conduct a tour of the Project, notice that includes a
map and itinerary of any such tour will be available at the hearing and posted on the Project
and ACC websites. Members of the public may follow the Committee on the tour. During
the tour, the Committee may hear testimony at stops on the tour concerning what is visible
at the stops and the relevance of the location and view to the Project. No other discussion
or deliberation concerning the Application will occur during the tour. A court reporter or

recording device will record any testimony taken on the tour for transcription. Public
2
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health and safety protocols specific for the tour will be included on the itinerary. If the
Committee decides not to take a tour, the hearing will continue as scheduled.
Maps of the Project site and detailed information about Project facilities are
contained in the Application, which is available for inspection at the following locations:
e ACC Docket Control Center, Phoenix Office,
1200 West Washington Street, Suite 108, Phoenix AZ 85007
e Sahuarita Library, 670 W Sahuarita Rd, Sahuarita, AZ 85629
e Conrad Joyner-Green Valley Library, 601 N La Cafnada Dr, Green Valley, AZ
85614

e The Project webpage: https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection/

The Applicant will make available final copies of the pre-filing conference,
prehearing conference, and hearing transcripts at each of the above locations and Project
webpage.

Each county, municipal government, and state agency interested in the Project that
desires to be a party to the proceedings shall, not less than ten (10) days before the date
set for the hearing, file a Notice of Intent to Become a Party with the Director of Utilities,
ACC, 1200 West Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ 85007.

Any domestic non-profit corporation or association formed in whole or in part: to
promote conservation or natural beauty; to protect the environment, personal health, or
other biological values; to preserve historical sites; to promote consumer interests; to
represent commercial and industrial groups; or to promote the orderly development of the
area in which the Project is to be located that desires to become a party to the proceedings
shall, not less than ten (10) days before the date set for the hearing, file a Notice of Intent
to Become a Party with the Director of Utilities, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street,
Phoenix, AZ 85007.

The Committee may make other persons parties to the proceedings at any time.
Any person may make a limited appearance at a hearing by filing a statement in writing

with the Director of the Utilities Division, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street, Phoenix,
3
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AZ 85007, and the Chairman of the Committee at 2005 North Central Avenue, Phoenix,
AZ 85004, not less than five (5) days before the date set for the hearing. A person making
a limited appearance will not be a party or have the right to present testimony or cross-
examine witnesses.

This proceeding is governed by Arizona Revised Statutes (“A.R.S.”) §§ 40-360 to
40-360.13 and Arizona Administrative Code R14-3-201 to R14-3-220. No substantive
communication, not in the public record, may be made to any member of the Committee.
The written decision of the Committee will be submitted to the Commission pursuant to
A.R.S. § 40-360.07. Any person intending to be a party to the proceeding on the matter
before the Commission must be a party to the proceeding before the Committee.

ORDERED this 17th day of April, 2026.

Adam Stafford, Chairman
Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee
Assistant Attorney General
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

ORIGINAL of the foregoing e-filed this 22nd day of April, 2026 with:

Docket Control

Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

COPIES of the above emailed this 22nd day of April, 2026:

Thomas Van Flein, General Counsel
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007
legaldiv(@azcc.gov

Counsel for Legal Division Staff

Britton Baxter

Ranelle Paladino

Co-Directors, Utilities Division
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007
UtlitiesDiv(@azcc.gov

Meghan H. Grabel

Elias Ancharski

Osborn Maledon

2929 N. Central Ave, 21st Floor
Phoenix, Arizona 85012
mgrabel@omlaw.com
eancharski@omlaw.com

Counsel for Applicant

Megan C. Hill

Tucson Electric Power
88 E. Broadway Blvd.
MS HQE910

Tucson, AZ 85701
Megan.Hill@tep.com

Counsel for Applicant
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Lisa L. Glennie

Glennie Reporting Services, LLC
1555 East Orangewood

Phoenix, AZ 85020
admin@glennie-reporting.com

By: T. Brewer
CEC 261
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{ A) A OSBORN Direct: 602-640-9399 Suite 2000
- MALEDON Office: 602-640-9000 Phoenix, Arizona 85012
I ATTORNEYS AT LAW mgrabel@omlaw.com omlaw.com

April 24, 2026

CERTIFIED MAIL — RETURN RECEIPT

Pima County Board of Supervisors
Attn: Melissa Manriquez, Clerk
130 W Congress St, 1% Floor
Tucson, AZ 85701

Re:  Tucson Electric Power Company - Santa Rita Connection Project
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261
Notice of Hearing

To Whom It May Concern:
The attached Notice of Hearing was filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on
April 22, 2026. Pursuant to A.R.S. § 40-360.04, Pima County has been identified as an affected

area of jurisdiction. Please let us know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

MGH:pdp
Enclosure
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April 24, 2026

CERTIFIED MAIL — RETURN RECEIPT

City of Tucson

Marisa Stoller, City Clerk
City Hall

255 W. Alameda

Tucson, AZ 85701

Re:  Tucson Electric Power Company - Santa Rita Connection Project
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261
Notice of Hearing

To Whom It May Concern:
The attached Notice of Hearing was filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on
April 22, 2026. Pursuant to A.R.S. § 40-360.04, the City of Tucson has been identified as an

affected area of jurisdiction. Please let us know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

MGH:pdp
Enclosure
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7 N\ Meghan H. Grabel
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%:i. MALEDON Office: 602-640-9000

ATTORNEYS AT LAW mgrabel@omlaw.com

April 24, 2026

CERTIFIED MAIL — RETURN RECEIPT

Town of Sahuarita

Lisa Cole

Town Clerk

375 W Sahuarita Center Way
Sahuarita, AZ 85629

2929 North Central Avenue
Suite 2000

Phoenix, Arizona 85012
omlaw.com

Re:  Tucson Electric Power Company - Santa Rita Connection Project
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility

Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261
Notice of Hearing

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached Notice of Hearing was filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on
April 22, 2026. Pursuant to A.R.S. § 40-360.04, the Town of Sahuarita has been identified as an
affected area of jurisdiction. Please let us know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

MGH:pdp
Enclosure
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EXHIBIT TEP-11
RECEIPT OF FILING FEE
DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.
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EXHIBIT TEP-12
PROPOSED CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY
DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power
Company provides the following exhibit.
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BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT
AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION
OF TUCSON ELECTRIC POWER, IN
CONFORMANCE WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS OF A.R.S. § 40-360, ET
SEQ., FOR A CERTIFICATE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY
AUTHORIZING THE SANTA RITA
CONNECTION 138 KILOVOLT (KV)
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT, WHICH
INCLUDES THE CONSTRUCTION OF A
NEW 138 KV TRANSMISSION LINE
ORIGINATING AT THE EXISTING
SONORAN SUBSTATION (SECTION 2,
TOWNSHIP 16 S, RANGE 14 E), AND
TERMINATING AT THE PLANNED
SANTA RITA SUBSTATION (SECTION 29,
TOWNSHIP 17 S, RANGE 14 E), EACH
LOCATED WITHIN PIMA COUNTY,
ARIZONA.

A.  INTRODUCTION

Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Case No. 261

CERTIFICATE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPATIBILITY

Pursuant to notice given as provided by law, the Arizona Power Plant and

Transmission Line Siting Committee (“Committee”) held public hearings in Tucson,
Arizona, on May 26, 2026 through May 2X, 2026, in conformance with the
requirements of the Arizona Revised Statutes (“A.R.S.”) § 40-360 et seq. for the
purpose of receiving evidence and deliberating on the April 17, 2026 Application of
Tucson Electric Power Company (“Applicant” or “TEP”) for a Certificate of

Environmental Compatibility (“Certificate”) in the above-captioned case.

The following members and designees of members of the Committee were

comment, and/or the deliberations:

present at one or more of the hearing days for the evidentiary presentations, public

Adam Stafford Chairman, Designee for Arizona Attorney General Kris

Mayes
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Nicole Hill Designee for Director, Governor’s Energy Office

Michael Comstock Designee of the Chairman, Arizona Corporation
Commission (“Commission’)

Leonard Drago Designee for Director, Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality (“ADEQ”)

Clint Chandler Designee for Director, Arizona Department of Water
Resources (“ADWR™)

Roman Fontes Appointed Member, representing counties

Sal DiCiccio Appointed Member, representing cities and towns

Margaret “Toby” Little Appointed Member, representing the general public
Gabby Saucedo Mercer Appointed Member, representing the general public
Douglas Fant Appointed Member, representing the general public

The Applicant was represented by Meghan H. Grabel and Elias Ancharski of
Osborn Maledon, P.A. and in-house counsel for TEP, Megan C. Hill. No parties
requested intervention pursuant to A.R.S. § 40-360.05.

At the conclusion of the hearing, the Committee, after considering the
(1) Application, (ii) evidence, testimony, and exhibits presented by the Applicant, and
(ii1) comments of the public, and being advised of the legal requirements of A.R.S. §§
40-360 through 40-360.13, upon motion duly made and seconded, voted X to X to grant
Applicant, its successors and assigns, this Certificate for the construction of the Santa
Rita Connection Project (“Project”) as described below.

B. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Project will involve the construction of an approximately 13-to 17-mile 138
kilovolt (“kV”’) transmission line to connect TEP’s existing Sonoran Substation in Pima
County to TEP’s planned Santa Rita Substation in Santa Cruz County. A map of the
final approved Project, including the Project corridor, is included as Exhibit A. The
proposed width of the corridor for the Project is up to 1,500 feet wide to allow for
routing flexibility. In areas outside of existing rights-of-way (“ROW?”), the final ROW

for the for Project will be no greater than 100 feet wide.
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Route and Corridor

Route 1

Route | originates at the existing Sonoran Substation in Pima County, where it
exits from a bay on the south side. The route proceeds west for approximately 0.3 miles
to Swan Road. The line extends south on Swan Road and crosses beneath the
TEP/Western Area Power Administration (“WAPA”) 230/115 kV line. After crossing
the TEP/WAPA 230/115 kV line, the route turns east-southeast and continues parallel
to and south of the TEP/WAPA line, as a new single-circuit line built on double-circuit
capable structures for approximately 2 miles to Wilmot Road. At Wilmot Road, the
line will be co-located on existing double-circuit capable structures owned by UNSE
and continue south for approximately 9.6 miles. It will continue on these shared
structures as it turns to the southwest for 1.6 miles to Santa Rita Road. At Santa Rita
Road, the line will turn to the northwest, co-locating on existing double-circuit
structures. Route 1 will continue on the existing double-circuit structures to the
northwest, paralleling Santa Rita Road, for approximately 2.5 miles, then turn to the
west at the Corto Road alignment where it will continue on the existing structures for
approximately 1 mile to the planned Santa Rita Substation. Route 1 will enter the Santa

Rita Substation from the Corto Road alignment.

Route 3

Route 3 originates at the existing Sonoran Substation, exiting from a bay on the
south side. The route proceeds west for approximately 0.3 miles to Swan Road. The
line will go south on Swan Road and cross beneath the TEP/WAPA 230/115 kV line.
After crossing the TEP/WAPA 230/115 kV line, the route proceeds south
approximately 700 feet to existing double-circuit capable structures, where it co-locates
as a second circuit and extends to the west for approximately 2 miles to Country Club

Road. At Country Club Road, the route will co-locate with an existing single-circuit
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TEP 138 kV line by rebuilding some of the structures to a double-circuit standard and
proceed south for approximately 3.5 miles to approximately 750 feet north of the
westward turning point of the existing 138 kV line. At this point, the route constructs
a new single-circuit line on double-circuit capable structures and turns east for
approximately 1,000 feet to cross under a TEP 345 kV line and two Arizona Electric
Power Cooperative, Inc. (“AEPCO”) transmission lines (230 kV and 345 kV). The
route then proceeds south for approximately 1 mile, where it turns west to an existing
TEP 138 kV line and will be co-located with that existing line by rebuilding the
structures to a double-circuit standard then continuing south for approximately 5.7
miles to the Corto Road alignment. The route will turn west for approximately 0.2
miles until it reaches the planned Santa Rita Substation site where it will enter from the
south.

The Committee approves the construction of Routes 1 and 3, subject to the
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law contained herein. The Applicant will
construct only one of the routes depending on which is ultimately selected by the
Applicant as best suited for the Project. The map of the final approved routes, including
corridor width, is attached as Exhibit A.

CONDITIONS

This Certificate is granted upon the following conditions:

1. This authorization to construct the Project ;—as-a-single-cirenit—double
cireuit-capable-or-double-eirenit 500V transmission-line-shall expire ten (10) years
from the date this Certificate is approved by the Commission, with or without
modification. Construction of the Project shall be complete, such that the Project is in
service within this ten-year timeframe. However, prior to the expiration of the time

period, the Applicant may request that the Commission extend the time limitation.
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2. In the event the Project requires an extension of the term of this
Certificate prior to completion of construction, the Applicant shall file such time
extension request at least one hundred and eighty (180) days prior to the expiration of
the Certificate. Within ten (10) days of the filing of the request to extend the term of
this Certificate, the Applicant shall use reasonable means to promptly notify the
Arizona Department-of Transpertation ("ADPOTHState Land Department (“ASLD”),
Marieopa-Pima County, the City of Tucson, the Town of GHaBendSahuarita, ASED;
and all landowners and residents within a three-and-one-halfone (13-5) mile radius of

the centerline of the Project, all persons who made public comment at this proceeding
who provided a mailing or email address, and all parties to this proceeding. Any person
who receives notice of the request to extend the term of the Certificate may request that
the Applicant notify them by email of the date, time, and place of the hearing or open
meetings during which the Commission will consider the request for extension. The
Applicant shall notify such persons of the date and time of the open meeting or hearing
as soon as the Applicant is made aware of the open meeting or hearing date. [CEC 259]

3 During the development, construction, operation, maintenance, and
reclamation of the Project, the Applicant shall comply with all existing applicable air
and water pollution control standards and regulations, and with all existing applicable
statutes, ordinances, master plans, and regulations of any governmental entity having
jurisdiction including, but not limited to, the United States of America, the State of

Arizona, Marieopa-Pima County, the City of Tucson, the Town of SahuaritaGilaBend,

and their agencies and subdivisions, including but not limited to the following:
(a) All applicable land use regulations;
(b) All applicable zoning stipulations and conditions including, but not
limited to, landscaping and dust control requirements;
(c) All applicable water use, discharge and/or disposal requirements of

ADWR and ADEQ;




o e 1 S B W N =

[\ T NG T N TR N T 5 S N T N T N T N T S e e T T o T T e S S =
oo ~1 N L kW N = O O e NN R W N = O

(d) All applicable noise control standards; and
(e) All applicable regulations governing storage and handling of
hazardous chemicals and petroleum products. [CEC 259]
4. The Applicant shall obtain all approvals and permits necessary to
construct, operate, and maintain the Project required by any governmental entity having
jurisdiction including, but not limited to, the United States of America, the State of

Arizona, Marieepa-Pima County, the City of Tucson, the Town of SahuaritaGilaBend,

and their agencies and subdivisions. [CEC 259]

5 The Applicant shall comply with the Arizona Game and Fish Department
(“AGFD”) guidelines and recommendations for handling protected animal species,
should any be encountered during construction and operation of the Project, and shall
consult with AGFD or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, as appropriate, on other issues
concerning wildlife. The Applicant shall, in consultation with AGFD, follow the

mitigation-environmental protection measures listed in Exhibit B. [CEC 259

6. The Applicant shall design the Project’s facilities to incorporate
reasonable measures to minimize electrocution of and impacts to avian species in
accordance with the Applicant’s avian protection program. Such measures will be
accomplished through incorporation of Avian Power Line Interaction Committee
guidelines set forth in the current versions of Suggested Practices for Avian Protection
on Power Lines and Reducing Avian Collisions with Power Lines manuals. [CEC 259]

7. The issuance of a Certificate by the Commission is a state action pursuant
to A.R.S. §§ 41-861 through 41-864, also known as the State Historic Preservation Act
(“State Act”). The Applicant shall consult with the Arizona State Historic Preservation
Office (“SHPO”) regarding the Project and its impacts on historic properties.
Construction shall not commence until SHPO has had an opportunity to review and
comment in accordance with the State Act. The Applicant shall, in cooperation with the

landowner, complete a Class III cultural inventory of the portions of the final ROWs
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that have not been previously surveyed to modern standards. If any historic property
will be substantially altered or demolished as a result of the construction or operation
of the Project, the Applicant shall take timely steps to make appropriate documentary
recordation in accordance with the standards established by SHPO. [CEC 259]

8. If any archaeological, paleontological, or historical site or a significant
cultural object is discovered on state, county, or municipal land during the construction
or operation of the Project, the Applicant or its authorized representative shall promptly
report the discovery to the Director of the Arizona State Museum (“ASM”), and in
consultation with the Director, shall immediately take all reasonable steps to secure and
maintain the preservation of the discovery as required by A.R.S. § 41-844. [CEC 259]

9. If human remains and/or funerary objects are encountered during the
course of any ground-disturbing activities related to the construction or operation of the
Project, the Applicant shall cease work on the affected area of the Project and notify
the Director of the ASM as required by A.R.S. § 41-865 for private land, or as required
by A.R.S. § 41-844 for state, county, or municipal lands. [CEC 259

10.  The Applicant shall comply with the notice and salvage requirements of
the Arizona Native Plant Law (A.R.S §§ 3-901 ef seq.) and shall, to the extent feasible,
minimize the destruction of native plants during the construction and operation of the
Project. [CEC 259]

11.  The Applicant shall make every reasonable effort to promptly investigate,
identify, and correct, on a case-specific basis, all complaints of interference with radio
or television signals from operation of the Project addressed in this Certificate and
where such interference is caused by the Project take reasonable measures to mitigate
such interference. The Applicant shall maintain written records for a period of five (5)
years of all complaints of radio or television interference attributable to operations,
together with the corrective action taken in response to each complaint. All complaints

shall be recorded and shall include notation on the corrective action taken. Complaints




o e 1 S B W N =

[\ T NG T N TR N T 5 S N T N T N T N T S e e T T o T T e S S =
oo ~1 N L kW N = O O e NN R W N = O

not leading to a specific action or for which there was no resolution shall be noted and
explained. Upon request, the written records shall be provided to the Staff of the
Commission. In addition, the Project shall be evaluated on a regular basis so that
damaged insulators or other line materials that could cause interference are repaired or
replaced in a timely manner. [CEC 259]

12.  Within one hundred twenty (120) days of the Commission’s decision
approving this Certificate, the Applicant shall post signs in or near public ROWs, to the
extent authorized by law, reasonably adjacent to the Project giving notice of the Project.
Such signage shall be no smaller than a roadway sign. The signs shall advise:

(a) The future site of the Project;
(b) A phone number and website for public information regarding the
Project; and
(c) Refer the public to the Docket.
Such signs shall be inspected at least once annually and, if necessary, be repaired or
replaced, and removed at the completion of construction.

The Applicant shall make every reasonable effort to communicate the decision
either approving or disapproving the Certificate in digital media. [CEC 259]

13. At least ninety (90) days before construction commences on the Project,

the Applicant shall provide ADOFASLD, Maricopa-Pima County, the City of Tucson,

the Town of Gila Bend,-ASEDSahuarita, and builders and developers who are building
upon or developing land within one (1) mile of the of the centerline of the Project with
a written description, including the approximate height and width measurements of all
structure types, of the Project. The written description shall identify the location of the
Project and contain a pictorial depiction of the facilities being constructed. The
Applicant shall also encourage the developers and builders to include this information
in their disclosure statements. Upon approval of this Certificate by the Commission, the

Applicant may commence construction of the Project. [CEC 259]
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14.  The Applicant shall use non-specular conductor and non-reflective
surfaces for the transmission line structures on the Project. [CEC 259]

15.  The Applicant shall be responsible for arranging that all field personnel
involved in the Project receive training as to proper ingress, egress, and on-site working
protocol for environmentally sensitive areas and activities. Contractors employing such
field personnel shall maintain records documenting that the personnel have received
such training. [CEC 259]

16. The Applicant shall follow the most current Western Electricity
Coordinating Council (“WECC”) and North American Electric Reliability Corporation
(“NERC”) planning standards, as approved by the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission (“FERC”), National Electrical Safety Code (“NESC”) standards, and

Federal Aviation Administration (“FAA”) regulations. [CEC 259]

18:17. The Applicant shall participate in good faith in state and regional

transmission study forums to coordinate transmission expansion plans related to the
Project and to resolve transmission constraints in a timely manner. [CEC 259]
19:18. When Project facilities are located parallel to and within one hundred
(100) feet of any existing natural gas or hazardous pipeline, the Applicant shall:
A. Ensure grounding and cathodic protection studies are performed to show
that the Project’s location parallel to and within one hundred (100) feet

of such pipeline results in no material adverse impacts to the pipeline or
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to public safety when both the pipeline and the Project are in operation.
The Applicant shall take appropriate steps to ensure that any material
adverse impacts are mitigated. The Applicant shall provide to Staff of the
Commission, and file with Docket Control, a copy of the studies
performed and additional mitigation, if any, that was implemented as part
of its annual compliance-certification letter; and

B. Ensure that studies are performed simulating an outage of the Project that

may be caused by the collocation of the Project parallel to and within one
hundred (100) feet of the existing natural gas or hazardous liquid pipeline.
The studies should either: (i) show that such simulated outage does not
result in customer outages, or (i1) include operating plans to minimize any
resulting customer outages. The Applicant shall provide a copy of the
study results to Staff of the Commission and file them with Docket
Control as part of the Applicant’s annual compliance certification letter.
[CEC 259]

20:19. The designation of the transmission line corridor in this Certificate, as
shown in Exhibit A, does not authorize ROWSs greater than 1200 feet wide for the
Project on private land nor does it grant the Applicant exclusive rights within the
corridor outside of the final designated transmission ROWs. Subjeet-to-the-approval-of
APS regardine APSS-future- Cotton- Transmisston Corrtdor SO0V 230 kY Project. The

maximum height of the structures shall not exceed +99-150 feet. [CEC 259]

2+.20. The Applicant shall submit a compliance certification letter annually,
identifying progress made with respect to and current status of each condition contained
in this Certificate. The letter shall be submitted to Commission’s Docket Control
commencing on June 1, 2027. Attached to each certification letter shall be

documentation explaining how compliance with each condition was achieved. Copies

10
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of each letter, along with the corresponding documentation, shall be submitted to the
Arizona Attorney General’s Office. With respect to the Project, the requirement for the
compliance letter shall expire on the date the Project is placed into operation.
Notification of such filing with Docket Control shall be made to ADOTASLD,
Marieepa-Pima County, the City of Tucson, the Town of GilaBendSahuarita; ASED ;

all parties to this Docket, and all parties who made a limited appearance in this Docket.

[CEC 259]
22.21. The Applicant shall provide a copy of this Certificate to ADOTASLD,

Maricepa—Pima County, the City of Tucson, and the Town of SahuaritaGilaBend;

 [CEC 239]

23.22. Any transfer or assignment of this Certificate shall require the assignee
or successor to assume, in writing, all responsibilities of the Applicant listed in this
Certificate and its conditions as required by A.R.S. § 40-360.08(A) and R14-3-213(F)
of the Arizona Administrative Code. [CEC 259]

24.23. In the event the Applicant, its assignee, or successor, seeks to modify the
Certificate terms at the Commission, it shall provide copies of such request to ADOT

ASLD, Marieopa-Pima County, the City of Tucson, the Town of SahuaritaGiaBend,

ASED, all parties to this Docket, and all parties who made a limited appearance in this
Docket. [CEC 259]

25.24. The Certificate Conditions shall be binding on the Applicant, its
successors, assignee(s) and transferees, and any affiliates, agents, or lessees of the
Applicant who have a contractual relationship with the Applicant concerning the
construction, operation, maintenance or reclamation of the Project. The Applicant shall
provide in any agreement(s) or lease(s) pertaining to the Project that the contracting
parties and/or lessee(s) shall be responsible for compliance with the Conditions set forth

herein, and the Applicant’s responsibilities with respect to compliance with such

11
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Conditions shall not cease or be abated by reason of the fact that the Applicant is not in
control of or responsible for operation and maintenance of the Project facilities. [CEC
FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

This Certificate incorporates the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of
Law:

1. The Project aids the State and the Southwest Region of the United States
in meeting the need for an adequate, economical, and reliable supply of electric power.

2 When constructed in compliance with the conditions imposed in this
Certificate, the Project aids the State, preserving a safe and reliable electric transmission
system.

3. During the course of the hearing, the Committee considered evidence on
the environmental compatibility of the Project as required by A.R.S. § 40-360 et seq.

4. The Project and the conditions placed on the Project in this Certificate
effectively minimize the impact of the Project on the environment and ecology of the
State.

5 The conditions placed on the Project of this Certificate resolve matters
concerning balancing the need for the Project with its impact on the environment and
ecology of the state arising during the course of the proceedings, and, as such, serve as
finding and conclusions on such matters.

6. The Project is in the public interest because the Project’s contribution to
meeting the need for an adequate, economical, and reliable supply of electric power
outweighs the minimized impact of the Project on the environment and ecology of the
State. [CEC 259]

DATED this day of May, 2026.

12
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THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND
TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE

Adam Stafford, Chairman

13
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EXHIBIT B—- ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION MEASURES
Standard EPMs

Minimize vegetation clearing and ground disturbance, especially within riparian areas and
ephemeral washes.

Provide construction period monitors in areas where pre-construction surveys indicate a presence
of sensitive species.

Follow TEP established raptor protection protocols, as well as guidelines published by the Edison
Electric Institute and the Avian Power Line Interaction Committee (APLIC) (Suggested Practices for
Avian Protection on Power Lines: State of the Art in 2024, and Reducing Bird Collisions with Power
Lines: State of the Art in 2012). Follow APLIC guidelines for power line design to reduce the
likelihood of bird electrocution.

Inspect and wash all construction equipment before entering or leaving the site to prevent the
spread of invasive, non-native species.

Follow standard Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent contamination of downstream
waters from stormwater exiting the site.

Implement a stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) as required.
Implement a spill prevention, control, and countermeasures plan (SPCCP) as required.

Implement worker environmental awareness training to inform site personnel on the appearance
of protected species and their legal protections.

Clear the construction site of project or construction-related trash each day.

Restore disturbed areas to pre-construction or native condition following completion of project
activities, by planting seeds or native vegetation of species that represent the natural surrounding
landscape.

If native plants listed under the ANPL are proposed for removal, a Notice of Intent to Clear Land
should be submitted to the AZDA prior to commencing ground disturbance.

If other wildlife are encountered during construction activities, move them out of harm’s way, no
more than 0.25 mile outside the project boundary, and within similar habitat.

Trenching or digging of large holes should be close together to minimize the amount of open holes
at any given time. If not back-filled immediately, escape ramps should be conducted at least every
300 feet. Trenches and holes that have been left open should be inspected to remove animals
prior to back-filling.

If any areas are to be fenced, refer to the AZGFD Wildlife Compatible Fencing Guidelines to ensure
wildlife movement is not restricted.

If listed species are identified during construction, activities should stop work at that location, and
notification made to TEP and appropriate federal or state wildlife agencies.

Cactus Ferruginous Pygmy-Owl

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) recommends conducting pre-
construction surveys to determine species presence and inform conservation measures.

If CFPO is present, avoid construction in suitable or occupied habitat during CFPO breeding season
(June 15 to August 15).

If nests are located, establish disturbance-free buffers 0.25 to 0.5 miles from the nests.
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EXHIBIT B — PROPOSED ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION MEASURES

Avoid or minimize clearance of riparian vegetation.

Western Burrowing Owl

In addition to standard EPMs for protection of migratory birds, the AZGFD recommends
conducting occupancy surveys within suitable habitat to inform conservation measures. The
surveys should be conducted by a surveyor who is certified by the AZGFD or has similar training
and qualification.

Migratory Bird Species

To avoid impacts to migratory birds and/or their nests, the following measures are recommended during
the general migratory bird breeding season of March 1 to August 31:

Conduct preconstruction surveys for migratory bird and raptor nests (by a qualified biologist)
within 10 days of construction activities, vegetation clearance, or ground disturbance
commencing.

Conduct additional nest surveys in areas that had no disturbance for 10 days or more.

Establish avoidance buffers around active nests. No construction activities should occur within the
buffer until cleared by a qualified biologist.

Avoid conducting vegetation clearance of thinning near active nests.

Identify nesting and foraging areas, and flag to avoid disturbance, with buffers appropriate for
expected species.

Minimize disturbance to riparian zones, dense vegetation, and areas rich in saguaros.

Sonoran Desert Tortoise

The following measures are recommended to avoid impacts to the Sonoran desert tortoise.

Survey by a qualified biologist for burrows, shelters, and individual tortoises.
Train site personnel on the appearance of the species and their legal protections.

Ensure personnel who might handle tortoises have received training on AZGFD Desert Tortoise
Handling Guidelines (Rubke, 2024) (Appendix C) to minimize or eliminate any potential impacts to
desert tortoise.

While work is being conducted within suitable Sonoran desert tortoise habitat, construction crews
should refer to the Sonoran Desert Tortoise Conservation Guidelines for general handling
guidelines and recommended avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures if the species is
detected.

If construction activities are scheduled to occur during active periods, pre-construction surveys
and construction monitoring are recommended (AIDTT, 2008).

Monarch Butterfly

The USFWS recommended the following measures to protect the Monarch butterfly:

Keep vegetation removal to a minimum.

To encourage creation of habitat for the Monarch butterfly, when revegetating, refer to the USFWS
Nationwide Monarch Butterfly Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances.

Pima Pineapple Cactus

The USFWS has established standard measures to avoid or minimize impacts to the PPC:

2
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EXHIBIT B — PROPOSED ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION MEASURES

e Conduct pre-construction surveys in suitable habitat to identify individual plants and inform
conservation measures. Follow current survey protocols.

e Establish 10- to 50-foot-wide buffers around identified PPCs to avoid impacting individual PPCs
and their surrounding habitat during construction and ground-disturbing activities. These buffered
areas should be flagged or fenced.

e Restrict construction during wet seasons to avoid excessive soil compaction.

e Minimize soil disturbance in suitable habitat (e.g., limit grading, vehicle travel, equipment
laydowns, trenching).

e Implement appropriate erosion and sediment control measures to protect habitat from runoff.
e Restore disturbed habitat with native seed and/or plantings.

e Educate site personnel on species’ appearance and legal protections. Prohibit plant collection
and/or removal.
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Project Evaluation Request
Arizona Game and Fish Department

Notice: In order to obtain a review of your project, we require all of the information requested on this form to be
provided. This review is free of charge. However, due to staff and budgetary constraints, we ask you to submit this
form early in the process, as estimated turn around time is 30 days (if you need this review in less than 30 days, please
include a needed by date and we will try to accommodate your request). This request is a preliminary review and
further project review should include draft documents and a letter formally requesting further environmental review,

Project Evaluation Objectives:
Habitat Evaluation incorporates fish and wildlife resource needs or features in land and water development projects
and land and water management planning efforts in Arizona.

Habitat Protection ensures habitat protection through environmental compliance and regulation, and to monitor the
implementation and effectiveness of mitigation commitments for various land and water development projects and
management planning activities in Arizona.

Instructions: Send to:
The following is required to process the request Arizona Game and Fish Department
e Completed form Project Evaluation Program, WMHB
e Map(s) delineating the project area (preferably a USGS 5000 W Carefree Highway
quadrangle map) Phoenix, Arizona 85086
e Relevant attachments (other supportive documents, Fax: 623-236-7366
photographs, etc.) Email: PEP@azgfd.gov

Proposed Project Information

Project Name and/or Identification Number: TEP Santa Rita Connection Project

Date of Request: 4/20/2026 What is the proposed date you intend to begin work on the project? 20027

Applicant Requesting Project Evaluation

Name: CeCe Aguda Organization: Docklt Consulting, LLC

Street Address: 4848 Oak Pointe Way City: Sarasota State: FL | Zip Code: 34233
E-mail: caguda(@dockitconsulting.com | Telephone Number: 360-682-8222 Fax Number:
Individual/Organization/Agency Proposing Project (if different from above)

Name: Chris Ortiz Y Pino Organization: Tucson Electric Power

Street Address: 4350 E Irvington Road, Mailstop CB200 City: Tucson State: AZ | Zip Code: 85702
E-mail: Christopher.OrtizYPino(@tep.co1| Telephone Number: 520-633-8693 Fax Number:

Location of Proposed Project *Remember to attach a topographic and/or plat map delineating the project area*

County(ies): Pima County

Township(s): Range(s): Section(s):
See attached




Proposed Project Information (continued)

Please briefly describe the project and project activities.

The proposed project consists of a transmission line connecting the existing Sonoran Substation on Swan Road to the
planned Santa Rita Substation approx 10 miles to the southwest, at Country Club Road and Corto Road. TEP is applying
to the Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC) for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (CEC) and is
requesting a PEP letter to assist in developing the conditions of the CEC. The two routes under consideration both
follow existing powerline corridors and would attach to existing lines for most of the routes. Route 1 has ~2 miles of
new build, and Route 3 has ~1 mile of new build, but both sections are parallel and adjacent to existing powerlines. A
biological review was conducted, and due to the project using existing lines and following existing corridors, and use of
appropriate EPMs, avoidance and minimization measures there should be no adverse impacts.

Briefly describe current land uses and habitat types in the project area.

The proposed route alternatives mostly follow existing powerline corridors. The corridors have been previously
disturbed for construction of the existing powerlines, and are adjacent to existing roadways (Swan Road, Wilmot Road,
Country Club Road, Santa Rita Road), or along potential roadway corridors. Residential areas or open desert border the
corridors. Route 1 passes through the Santa Rita Experimental Range adjacent to Santa Rita Road, and along an ACC
approved corridor for a planned transmission line, on which this line will be co-located.

List any waterbodies such as rivers, intermittent streams, lakes, or wetlands within or near the project area. Xeric washes should also be described,
along with any anticipated impacts as a result of the project.

The routes span numerous intermittent washes. TEP standard procedures and guidance directs contractors not to impact
wash banks, and to span them completely. Towers will be designed to be outside of wash boundaries.

List any reports that have been prepared to describe the habitat that will be affected by the proposed project (e.g. habitat reconnaissance surveys,
wetland delineation, etc.)

A biological resources report was prepared and is attached. It addresses the results of the USFWS IPaC search and the
HDMS tool results. Please see photos in the biology report.

List any other resources or reviews that relate to the proposed project (correspondence, other phases of the project, other alternatives, etc.)

Route 1 would be co-located for most of its alignment along a line being reconductored under ACC Case 176, Decision
76468, and ACC Case 164, Decisions 73232, 76886, 78598, 78961. Route 3 would be co-located on existing
double-circuit capable lines, or would rebuild existing single-circuit lines to be double-circuit and co-located with that
existing line. A Class I cultural resource study was prepared for the project and is being provided to SHPO.

List any permits, licenses, or regulatory approvals you have or plan on applying for, or have already received as part of this project.

TEP is currently applying for a CEC from the ACC for this project. The CEC application was filed on April 17, 2026,
and the hearing is scheduled for May 26-29, 2026. We would need the response to this request within the next week for
incorporation into the proposed CEC Resolution for the project.

Return as hard copy to AZ Game & Fish Dept., Project Evaluation Program-Habitat Branch, 5000 W Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ
85086 or via email to pep@azgfd.gov or fax 623-236-7366




TEP SRCP: TRS in which Route Alternatives are located:

Township Range Sections

16S 14E 2,3,4,9,11,12,16,21,28,33

16S 15E 7,18,19,30,31

17S 14E 4,9,16,20,21,29,32,33,34,35,36
17S 15E 6,7,18,19,30,31

18S 14E 1,2
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Santa Rita Connection Project
Biological Resources Report
omitted. Copy i1s included with
Application for Certificate of

Environmental Compatibility as
Exhibit C-2.
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May 8, 2026

Ms. CeCe Aguda
DocklIt Consulting, LLC
4848 Oak Pointe Way
Sarasota, FL 34233

Electronically submitted to Caguda(@dockitconsulting.com

RE: Santa Rita Connection Project
Dear Ms. Aguda,

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (Department) appreciates the opportunity to review the
proposed project. The Department understands that Tucson Electric Power (TEP) proposes to
construct a 9-10-mile 138 kV transmission line and associated infrastructure to connect TEP’s
existing Sonoran Substation with the proposed Santa Rita Substation. The Department also
understands the goal of the project is to increase energy capacity, enhance system reliability, and
modernize infrastructure for customers in Sahuarita, Green Valley, and surrounding areas in Pima
County south of Tucson. The project is located on private and Arizona State Land Department
(ASLD) lands near the City of Tucson, the Town of Sahuarita, and unincorporated Pima County,
Arizona, in primarily upland Sonoran desert scrub and semidesert habitat. Current land use is
mixed and includes residential, solar generation and transmission, agricultural and rangeland,
institutional, aggregate production, as well as vacant undeveloped land.

Under Title 17 of the Arizona Revised Statutes, the Department, by and through the Arizona
Game and Fish Commission, has jurisdictional authority and public trust responsibilities to
conserve and protect the state fish and wildlife resources. In addition, the Department manages
threatened and endangered species through authorities of Section 6 of the Endangered Species
Act and the Department’s Section 10(a)(1)(A) permit. It is the mission of the Department to
conserve and protect Arizona's diverse fish and wildlife resources and manage for safe,
compatible outdoor recreation opportunities for current and future generations.

The Department recognizes the importance of planning efforts to develop energy infrastructure
that contribute to regional and state economic growth needs and would like to work closely with
DocklIt Consulting and TEP during the planning and development of this project. The
Department recognizes that appropriate coordination, proper planning, and voluntary
implementation of best management practices allow projects to be developed that avoid,
minimize, or offset potential impacts to wildlife and wildlife-related recreational access during

ARIZODNA

azgfd.gov | 520.628.5376
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Santa Rita Connection Project
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Page 2

development and operation of the facilities. For your consideration, the Department provides the
following comments based on the agency's statutory authorities, public trust responsibilities, and
special expertise related to wildlife resources and wildlife-related recreation:

e As noted within the Santa Rita Connection Project Biological Resources Report (Report),
suitable habitat for the cactus ferruginous pygmy-owl, which is federally listed as
Threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), may occur within the project area.
Additionally, the Endangered Pima pineapple cactus has been recorded within the project
area. Pre-construction surveys are recommended to determine species presence and
inform conservation measures. If you are uncertain about the effects of your project on
these species, or if you anticipate your project will not be in compliance with the ESA,
the Department recommends contacting the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for
their Technical Assistance. The USFWS will provide options to comply with the ESA.

e The western burrowing owl, a special status species that is regulated under the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), has the potential to occur in the project area. The Department
recommends conducting occupancy surveys for this species within suitable habitat to
inform conservation measures. Guidelines for conducting this survey are found in
Burrowing Owl _Project Clearance Guidance for Landowners'. The Department
appreciates that a copy of this guidance is included in the Report. Please note that the
survey should be conducted by a surveyor who is certified by the Department or has
similar training and qualifications. If an active burrowing owl burrow is detected, please
contact the Department and the USFWS for direction, in accordance with the guidelines.

e The Sonoran desert tortoise, which is a federal and state species of special concern, could
occur in the project area. While work is being conducted within suitable Sonoran Desert
tortoise habitat, construction crews should refer to the Sonoran Desert Tortoise
Conservation Guidelines® for general handling guidelines and recommended avoidance,
minimization, and mitigation measures if this species is detected. The Department
appreciates that these guidelines are included in the Report.

e Maintaining habitat connectivity 1s a priority for the Department, and wildlife movement
corridors are important for wildlife to respond to changing environmental conditions. The
Department appreciates that both alternatives (Route 1 and Route 2) are co-located with
existing transmission lines, which will help minimize potential impacts to wildlife
movement. The Department recommends minimizing ground disturbance within the
riparian areas and ephemeral washes that intersect the project footprint to maintain
connectivity and minimize potential impacts to wildlife movement within these areas.

e The Department recommends following the Avian Power Line Interaction Committee
(APLIC) guidelines for new power lines, which can be found in the current version of
Suggested Practices for Avian Protection on Power Lines and Reducing Avian Collisions
with Power Lines. Large bodied birds, such as hawks, owls, vultures, and eagles, may be
vulnerable to line strikes and electrocution during construction and operation of power
lines and substations; power poles can also serve as perches for large-bodied birds. These

! hitps://s3 .amazonaws.com/azefd-portal-wordpress/Portallmages/files/wildlife/ nongame/eacles/BurrowingOwlClearance
Protocol 2009.pdf

2 hitps://azefd-portal-wordpress-pantheon.s3 .us-west-2 amazonaws.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/16114611/
Rubke-2024 . -Sonoran-Desert-Tortoise-Conservation-Guidelines.pdf
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potential impacts can be avoided or minimized by following the APLIC guidelines which
include designing the power lines with enough space between energized components to
reduce the likelihood of a bird electrocution or installing bird flight diverters in sections
of line where elevated bird strikes are anticipated (e.g. lines over water bodies or in the
path of colonial roosting locations). The Department’s Raptor Coordinator, who can be
contacted at raptors@azgfd.gov or 623-236-7575, can provide further information on
specific design features and best management practices.

e The Department also recommends conducting surveys for nesting birds prior to
vegetation removal and/or construction activities that occur during the breeding season.
The vegetation within the project area may provide nesting opportunities for avian
species that are regulated under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). If it is
anticipated the project will not be in compliance with MBTA, the Department
recommends contacting the USFWS for technical assistance.

e [f other wildlife are encountered during construction activities, the Department
recommends moving them out of harm’s way, no more than 0.25 mile outside the project
boundary within similar habitat.

e [f trenching or digging of large holes is necessary, the Department recommends
trenching/digging and backfilling crews be close together to minimize the amount of
open holes at any given time. Where trenches or holes cannot be back-filled immediately,
the Department recommends escape ramps be constructed at least every 300 feet. Escape
ramps can be short lateral trenches or wooden planks sloping to the surface. The
Department recommends that slopes be less than 45 degrees (1:1) and trenches and holes
that have been left open be inspected to remove animals prior to backfilling.

e For any areas that would be fenced as part of this project, please refer to the Department’s
Wildlife Compatible Fencing Guidelines® for information on how fencing impacts
wildlife, ways to design fencing to prevent wildlife entanglement and impalement, and to
ensure wildlife movement is not restricted. Department personnel are available as
resources to help determine appropriate fencing design and layout that will achieve its
objective while reducing impact to wildlife.

e Artificial lighting could impair the ability of nocturnal animals to navigate (e.g., owls,
migratory birds, bats, and other nocturnal mammals) and may affect wildlife behavior
and populations (Davies et. al. 2013*). The Department recommends using only the
minimum amount of light needed for safety. The Department encourages the use of
motion sensing lighting and “warmer” narrow spectrum lighting (amber, orange, red)
which is wildlife-friendly and should be used as often as possible to minimize the number
of species affected by lighting. It is also beneficial that all lighting is shielded, canted, or
cut to minimize the amount of upward shining light.

e The Report indicates that invasive species, including buffelgrass, bermuda grass, and
Russian thistle, were observed within the project area. To minimize the potential
introduction or spread of exotic invasive species, the Department encourages taking
precautions to wash and/or decontaminate equipment before entering and leaving the site.

3 https://s3.amazonaws.com/azgfd-portal-wordpress/Portallmages/files/wildlife/planningFor/wildlifeFriendlyGuidelines/
110125 AGFD fencing guidelines.pdf
4 https://www.ncbi.nlm nih gov/pme/articles/PMC3657119
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See the Arizona Department of Agriculture's website® for a list of prohibited and
restricted noxious weeds and the Arizona Native Plant Society® for recommendations on
how to control them. To view a list of documented invasive species or to report invasive
species in or near your project area, visit iMaplnvasives’, which is a national cloud-based
application for tracking and managing invasive species.

e The Department recommends revegetating disturbed areas with native drought-tolerant
species that represent the natural surrounding landscape. Landscaping with native plants
can help support wildlife and pollinator species in the area while reducing dust and
erosion. To encourage creation of habitat monarch butterfly, the USFWS has developed a
Nationwide Monarch Butterfly Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances
CCAA)®*, which provides assurances for incidental take should the species become
federally listed. The Department also recommends consulting with the applicable land
management agencies regarding guidelines for revegetation efforts.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on the Santa Rita Connection Project. For further
coordination, please contact Katie Matthiesen at kmatthiesen(@azgfd.gov or 520-359-7073.

Sincerely,

/‘Ocn.m- /th-—.__

Dave Daniels
Regional Supervisor, Region V

cc: Callie Cavalcant — Habitat, Evaluation, and Lands Branch Chief, AZGFD

AZGFD #M26-04202310

5 https://agriculture.az. gov/pestspest-control/agriculture-pests/noxious-weeds

% https://aznps.com/invas

7 https://imap.natureserve.org/imap/services/page/map html

¥ https://www.fws. gov/sites/default/files/documents/Final CCAA _040720_Fully%20Executed.pdf
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Tucson Electric Power
PO Box 711

Tucson, AZ 85702

Kathryn Leonard April 20, 2026
State Historic Preservation Officer

1110 W. Washington St., #100 Phoenix, AZ 85007

Submitted via email to: azshpo@azstateparks.gov

Re: Tucson Electric Power - Santa Rita Connection Project - Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
Dear Ms. Leonard,

Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) § 40-360 et seq., Tucson Electric Power (TEP) has filed an
application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (CEC) for the Santa Rita Connection Project
(Project) (Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261). A hearing before the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission
Line Siting Committee is scheduled to begin Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at 1 p.m. at the Desert Diamond Casino
Tucson - Conference Center, located at 7350 S Nogales Hwy in Tucson. The hearing will continue, as
necessary, May 27-29, 2026, beginning at 9 a.m. each day. Public comment will be taken in a special evening
session on May 26, 2026, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The application is available on the project webpage at
www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection, where information about how to participate in the hearing will also be
provided as the date approaches.

The Project will include construction of a new, approximately 13 to 17 mile 138 kV transmission line to
connect TEP’s existing Sonoran Substation in the City of Tucson to TEP’s planned Santa Rita Substation
located in unincorporated Pima County. The Project will be located within the City of Tucson, unincorporated
Pima County, and the Town of Sahuarita and will cross private, county, and state land.

Following a comprehensive planning and siting process, TEP has identified two possible routes for the
proposed transmission line. Enclosed for your reference, an excerpt from Exhibit E of the CEC application:
Scenic Areas, Historic Sites and Structures, and Archaeological Sites which provides a summary of sites
intersecting the proposed corridors (Attachment 1); a map illustrating the proposed routes with the
intersecting site boundaries (Attachment 2); the Class | Literature Review for the project Study Area that was
used to inform the siting process (Attachment 3).

This letter contains information about the Project in accordance with the State Historic Preservation Office’s
(SHPQ’s) September 2022 “ACC-SHPO Consultation Checklist for Compliance with the State Historic
Preservation Act”. TEP respectfully requests that the SHPO review and provide comment on the Project to
support the Arizona Corporation Commission’s compliance with the State Historic Preservation Act (Arizona
Revised Statutes 41-861 through 41-864).

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Name:
Santa Rita Connection Project

Project Location (legal description and UTMs):
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e The northern terminus of the project is located in Section 2. Township 16S, Range 14E, Pima County
Arizona; UTM coordinates: 510619 E, 3547536.74 N; UTM Zone 12S

¢ The southern terminus of the projectis located in Section 29. Township 17 S, Range 14E, Pima County
Arizona; UTM coordinates: 506576 E, 3531000 N; UTM Zone 12R.

Route Township Range Sections
1 16S 14E 2,11.12
1 16S 15E 7,18,19,30,31
1 17S 15E 6,7,18,19,30,31
1 17S 14E 32,33,34,35,36
1 18S 14E 1.2
3 16S 14E 2,3,4,9,16,21,28,33
3 17S 14E 4,9,16,20,21,29, 32
Funding Source:
Private.
Project Area Description

The Project area includes a siting corridor 500- to 1,500-feet wide depending on the route selected for the
approved route, to allow for routing flexibility. The corridor width will cover use on either side of roadways
and provide sufficient flexibility to accommodate alignment options when spanning or connecting to other
lines. The corridor width requested for Route 1 is 500 feet. For Route 3, most of the corridor width requested
is 500 feet. At the location where the line would need to shift east for approximately 1.5 miles to
accommodate an existing juncture of other lines, the corridor width requested is 1,500 feet.

Total Acres in Project Area:
The approximate area for Route 1is 1,050 acres and Route 2 is approximately 941 acres.
Landownership

The transmission line will cross private land, ASLD State Trust land, and Pima County land (see tables below).
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Land Ownership Percentages

ROUTE
ALTERNATIVE
Route 1 1049.5 393% | 60.5% | 0.2% 100%
Route 3 941.1 13.7% | 86.3% | 0% 100%

*Anticipate avoiding BLM land by co-locating with existing line along Wilmot Rd.

Land Jurisdiction Percentages

s B

{+ o

£

2 =

ROUTE 3 =

-

ALTERNATIVE 4
Route 1 1049.5 77.0% 21.6% 1.4% 100%
Route 3 941.1 45.8% 52.7% 1.5% 100%

Scope of Work

The Project will include construction of a new, approximately 13- to-17-mile 138 kV transmission line to
connect Tucson Electric Power Company’s (TEP) existing Sonoran Substation in the City of Tucson to TEP’s
planned Santa Rita Substation in Pima County.

Summary of Previous Archaeological Investigations Within the Project Area

TEP hired Chronicle Heritage to prepare a Class | Literature Review for the project, which includes a
comprehensive review of previous archaeological investigations in the Project area, including maps. The full
report is enclosed for your reference as Attachment 3.

Identification of Cultural Resources Within the Project Area

The Class | Literature Review (Attachment 3) details known cultural sites within the Project area, including
maps, and their eligibility status. Attachments 1 and 2 pare down the results of the Class 1 report to just
those sites within the vicinity of TEP’s proposed routes.
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SUMMARY AND ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS

While portions of both Routes were previously surveyed, to ensure that the known historic properties as well
as other potential historic properties would not be impacted within the Project area, TEP will complete
a Class lll cultural resources survey of those portions of the selected route that have not been previously
or adequately surveyed to identify and evaluate cultural resources that may be present. Further, TEP will
take into consideration historic properties in Project design and avoid placement of structures or other
ground-disturbing activities within the boundaries of these properties, to the extent feasible.

TEP respectfully requests your review and comments on this project by May 22, 2026. Please feel free to
contact me (Christopher.Ortizypino@tep.com), or our project consultant for cultural resources -
Deanna Dytchkowskyj (ddytchkowskyj@chronicleheritage.com) should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

-

Chris Oritz y Pino
Project Manager - Siting, Outreach, & Engagement
Tucson Electric Power
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Excerpt from Exhibit E of the CEC application:
Scenic Areas, Historic Sites and Structures, and Archaeological Sites
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Santa Rita Connection Project April 2026

Table 12. Summary of Route Analysis from Class | Study

R d
Route length . . #Sitesin Eligible Sitesin In Sensitivity BET::;:"
Alternative (Miles) Y Corridor Corridor Zone
Survey
Route 1 17.4 66% 18 7 No Yes
Route 3 13.3 53% 21 8 Yes, Zanardelli Yes

Table 13. Sites and Site Buffers Intersecting Route 1

Site Eligibility

AZ BB:13:558(ASM) Eligible (SHPO-2000-1218)
AZ BB:13:559(ASM) Recommended eligible by recorder
AZ BB:13:560(ASM) Ineligible (SHPO-Unknown)
AZ BB:13:561(ASM) Eligible, Criterion D (SHPO-2000-1218)
AZ BB:13:562(ASM) Ineligible (SHPO-2008-0510)
AZ BB:13:563(ASM) Ineligible (SHPO-Unknown)
AZ BB:13:564(ASM) Recommended eligible by recorder
AZ BB:13:643(ASM) Eligible Criterion D (SHPO-2000-1218)
AZ BB:13:758(ASM) Ineligible (SHPO-2008-0510)
AZ BB:13:759(ASM) Ineligible (SHPO-2008-0510)
AZ CC:13:80(ASM) Determined ineligible individually (SHPO-2017-0005)
AZ EE:1:161(ASM) Eligible (SHPO-2008-0131)
AZ EE:1:329(ASM) Recommended not eligible by recorder
AZ EE:1:392(ASM) Eligible Criterion D (SHPO-2011-0898)
AZ EE:1:442(ASM) Ineligible (SHPO-2011-0898)
AZ EE:1:463(ASM) Eligible, Criterion D (SHPO-2011-1338)
AZ EE:1:464(ASM)/ Recommended not eligible by recorder
Santa Rita Road
AZ EE:1:99(ASM) Eligible, Criterion D (SHPO-2018-0515)
AZ BB:13:1013(ASM) Unknown
AZ BB:13:565(ASM) Eligible, Criterion D (SHPO-2000-1218)
AZ BB:13:573(ASM) Recommended eligible by recorder
AZ EE:1:244(ASM) Not Evaluated by recorder
AZ EE:1:331(ASM) Recommended not eligible by recorder
AZ EE:1:334(ASM) Recommended eligible by recorder
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Table 14. Sites and Site Buffers Intersecting Route 3

Site

AZ BB:13:289(ASM)

Eligibility

Not Evaluated by Recorder

AZ BB:13:315(ASM)

Eligible, Criteria unknown (SHPO-Unknown)

AZ BB:13:317(ASM)

Ineligible (SHPO-2017-0005)

AZ BB:13:318(ASM)

Not Evaluated by recorder

AZ BB:13:549(ASM)

Recommended eligible by recorder

AZ BB:13:802(ASM)

Recommended not eligible by recorder

AZ BB:13:803(ASM)

Recommended not eligible by recorder

AZ BB:13:869(ASM)

Recommended not eligible by recorder

AZ BB:13:968(ASM)

Unknown

AZ BB:13:989(ASM)

Ineligible (SHPO-2019-2493)

AZ BB:13:990(ASM)

Ineligible (SHPO-2019-2493)

AZ CC:13:80(ASM)

Determined ineligible individually (SHPO-2017-0005)

AZ EE:1:127(ASM)

Not Evaluated by recorder

AZ EE:1:195(ASM)

Eligible Individually, Criterion D (SHPO-2012-0598)

AZ EE:1:199(ASM)

Not Evaluated by recorder

AZ EE:1:200(ASM)

Recommended eligible by recorder

AZ EE:1:288(ASM)

Eligible Criterion D (SHP0O-2021-0312)

AZ EE:1:380(ASM)

Recommended not eligible by recorder

AZ EE:1:409(ASM)/
Sahuarita Road

Recommended not eligible by recorder

AZ EE:1:459(ASM)

Ineligible (SHPO-2012-0598)

AZ EE:1:99(ASM)

Eligible, Criterion D (SHPO-2018-0515)

AZ BB:13:548(ASM)

Recommended eligible by recorder

AZ BB:13:870(ASM)

Recommended not eligible by recorder

AZ EE:1:137(ASM)

Not Evaluated by recorder

AZ EE:1:336(ASM)

Recommended eligible by recorder

AZ EE:1:479(ASM)

Recommended not eligible

AZ BB:13:993(ASM)

ineligible (SHPO-2019-2493)

E.4 Historic District Analysis

No historic districts are present within or adjacent to any of the routes.
E.5 Conclusion

Both routes run through relatively high site-density areas of the bajada between the COT and Green
Valley. Survey coverage of both routes is incomplete, and many prior surveys are now more than ten years
old, therefore Chronicle Heritage recommends conducting a Class |1l archaeological survey of the selected
ROW. This survey will likely identify additional sites, in approximately proportional frequencies to the
portion of the alternative route already surveyed.
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Map of Proposed Routes with Intersecting Site Boundaries

Redacted
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Attachment 3

Class | Literature Review:
Chronicle Heritage, April 9, 2026
Technical Report No.: 25-489



Santa Rita Connection Project
Class I Literature Review
omitted. Copy i1s included with
Application for Certificate of

Environmental Compatibility as
Exhibit E-2.
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SHPO-2026-0232 (186512) Rec: 04-20-26

TEP

Tucson Electric Power
PO Box 711

Tucson, AZ 85702

Kathryn Leonard April 20, 2026
State Historic Preservation Officer

1110 W. Washington St., #100 Phoenix, AZ 85007

Submitted via email to: azshpo@azstateparks.gov

Re: Tucson Electric Power - Santa Rita Connection Project - Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
Dear Ms. Leonard,

Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) § 40-360 et seq., Tucson Electric Power (TEP) has filed an
application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (CEC) for the Santa Rita Connection Project
(Project) (Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261). A hearing before the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission
Line Siting Committee is scheduled to begin Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at 1 p.m. at the Desert Diamond Casino
Tucson — Conference Center, located at 7350 S Nogales Hwy in Tucson. The hearing will continue, as
necessary, May 27-29, 2026, beginning at 9 a.m. each day. Public comment will be taken in a special evening
session on May 26, 2026, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The application is available on the project webpage at
www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection, where information about how to participate in the hearing will also be
provided as the date approaches.

The Project will include construction of a new, approximately 13 to 17 mile 138 kV transmission line to
connect TEP’s existing Sonoran Substation in the City of Tucson to TEP’s planned Santa Rita Substation
located in unincorporated Pima County. The Project will be located within the City of Tucson, unincorporated
Pima County, and the Town of Sahuarita and will cross private, county, and state land.

Following a comprehensive planning and siting process, TEP has identified two possible routes for the
proposed transmission line. Enclosed for your reference, an excerpt from Exhibit E of the CEC application:
Scenic Areas, Historic Sites and Structures, and Archaeological Sites which provides a summary of sites
intersecting the proposed corridors (Attachment 1); a map illustrating the proposed routes with the
intersecting site boundaries (Attachment 2); the Class | Literature Review for the project Study Area that was
used to inform the siting process (Attachment 3).

This letter contains information about the Project in accordance with the State Historic Preservation Office’s
(SHPO’s) September 2022 “ACC-SHPO Consultation Checklist for Compliance with the State Historic
Preservation Act”. TEP respectfully requests that the SHPO review and provide comment on the Project to
support the Arizona Corporation Commission’s compliance with the State Historic Preservation Act (Arizona
Revised Statutes 41-861 through 41-864).

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Name:
Santa Rita Connection Project

Project Location (legal description and UTMs):



TEP

Tucson Electric Power

e The northern terminus of the project is located in Section 2. Township 16S, Range 14E, Pima County
Arizona; UTM coordinates: 510619 E, 3547536.74 N; UTM Zone 12S

e The southernterminus of the projectis located in Section 29. Township 17 S, Range 14E, Pima County
Arizona; UTM coordinates: 506576 E, 3531000 N; UTM Zone 12R.

Route Township Range Sections

1 16S 14E 241,12

1 16S 15E 7,18,19,30,31

1 178 15E 6,7,18,19,30,31

1 178 14E 32,33,34,35,36

1 18S 14E 1,2

3 16S 14E 2,3,4,9,16,21,28,33

3 178 14E 4,9,16,20,21,29, 32
Funding Source:
Private.

Project Area Description

The Project area includes a siting corridor 500- to 1,500-feet wide depending on the route selected for the
approved route, to allow for routing flexibility. The corridor width will cover use on either side of roadways
and provide sufficient flexibility to accommodate alignment options when spanning or connecting to other
lines. The corridor width requested for Route 1 is 500 feet. For Route 3, most of the corridor width requested
is 500 feet. At the location where the line would need to shift east for approximately 1.5 miles to
accommodate an existing juncture of other lines, the corridor width requested is 1,500 feet.

Total Acres in Project Area:
The approximate area for Route 1is 1,050 acres and Route 2 is approximately 941 acres.
Landownership

The transmission line will cross private land, ASLD State Trust land, and Pima County land (see tables below).



Tucson Electric Power

Land Ownership Percentages

pu

ot

ROUTE 5

ALTERNATIVE -
Route 1 1049.5 39.3% 60.5% | 0.2% 100%
Route 3 941.1 13.7% 86.3% 0% 100%

*Anticipate avoiding BLM land by co-locating with existing line along Wilmot Rd.

Land Jurisdiction Percentages

5 E

e

$s

ROUTE T

ALTERNATIVE -
Route 1 10495 77.0% | 21.6% | 1.4% 100%
Route 3 941.1 45.8% 52.7% 1.5% 100%

Scope of Work

The Project will include construction of a new, approximately 13- to-17-mile 138 kV transmission line to
connect Tucson Electric Power Company’s (TEP) existing Sonoran Substation in the City of Tucson to TEP’s
planned Santa Rita Substation in Pima County.

Summary of Previous Archaeological Investigations Within the Project Area

TEP hired Chronicle Heritage to prepare a Class | Literature Review for the project, which includes a
comprehensive review of previous archaeological investigations in the Project area, including maps. The full
report is enclosed for your reference as Attachment 3.

Identification of Cultural Resources Within the Project Area

The Class | Literature Review (Attachment 3) details known cultural sites within the Project area, including
maps, and their eligibility status. Attachments 1 and 2 pare down the results of the Class 1 report to just
those sites within the vicinity of TEP’s proposed routes.



TEP

Tucson Electric Power

SUMMARY AND ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS

While portions of both Routes were previously surveyed, to ensure that the known historic properties as well
as other potential historic properties would not be impacted within the Project area, TEP will complete
a Class Ill cultural resources survey of those portions of the selected route that have not been previously
or adequately surveyed to identify and evaluate cultural resources that may be present. Further, TEP will
take into consideration historic properties in Project design and avoid placement of structures or other

ground-disturbing activities within the boundaries of these properties, to the extent feasible.

TEP respectfully requests your review and comments on this project by May 22, 2026. Please feel free to
contact me (Christopher.Ortizypino@tep.com), or our project consultant for cultural resources -

Deanna Dytchkowskyj (ddytchkowskyj@chronicleheritage.com) should you have any questions.

Sincerely,

-

Chris Oritzy Pino
Project Manager - Siting, Outreach, & Engagement
Tucson Electric Power

The transmission line study area has been reduced to Routes
1 and 3. Both of these routes intersect historic properties and
areas that have not been surveyed to current standards.
SHPO concurs with TEP’s intent to complete a Class Ill
survey of areas that have not been previously surveyed or
surveyed to current standards. We also support TEP’s intent
to avoid placement of structures and ground disturbance
within historic properties. Please continue consultation with
our office regarding the Class lll report and design plans. If
historic properties cannot be avoided additional mitigation
may be recomme

Caroline Klebacha, M.A.
Arizona State Historic Preservation Office

May 8, 2026



