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BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT
AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE

Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-
00261

Case No. 261

NOTICE OF FILING EXHIBITS

1
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10

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
TUCSON ELECTRIC POWER, IN
CONFORMANCE WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS OF A.R.S. §40-360, ET SEQ.,
FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPATIBILITY AUTHORIZING THE
SANTA RITA CONNECTION 138 KILOVOLT
(KV) TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT,
WHICH INCLUDES THE CONSTRUCTION OF
A NEW 138 KV TRANSMISSION LINE
ORIGINATING AT THE EXISTING SONORAN
SUBSTATION (SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 16 S,
RANGE 14 E), AND TERMINATING AT THE
PLANNED SANTA RITA SUBSTATION
(SECTION 29, TOWNSHIP 17 S, RANGE 14 E),
EACH LOCATED WITHIN PIMA COUNTY,
ARIZONA.
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By: /s/ Meghan H. Grabel
Meghan H. Grabel
Elias J. Ancharski
2929 N. Central Ave 20th Floor
Phoenix, Arizona 85012
mgrabel@omlaw.com
eancharski@omlaw.com
Attorneys for Tucson Electric Power

Copy e-filed this this 18th day of May, 2026,
with:

Pursuant to the Procedural Order entered in this docket on April 22, 2026,

Tucson Electric Power Company ("TEP" or "Applicant") hereby files the exhibits that

15 the Applicant intends to present at the hearing in this matter, including the presentation

16 for the Applicant' s witness, a summary of the witness testimony, and a summary of

17 public outreach efforts concerning the Application.

18 RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this 18th day of May, 2026.

19 OSBORN MALEDON, P.A.
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28 https://efiling.azcc.gov
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1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85007

Docket Control
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Adam Stafford
Chairman, Arizona Power Plant and
Transmission Line Siting Committee
2005 North Central Avenue
Phoenix, Arizona 85004-1592
Adam.Stafford@azag.gov

\

Legal Division
ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION
1200 W. Washington Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85007
lega1div@azcc.gov

Utilities Division
ARIZONA CORPORATION COMMISSION
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, Arizona 85007
utildivservicebyemail@azcc.gov

Glennie Reporting Services, LLC
1555 East Orangewood
Phoenix, AZ 85020
admin@glennie-reportingcom

By: /s/
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3 Two copies of the foregoing hand-delivered this day to:
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7 COPY of the foregoing hand-delivered this day to:
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14 COPY of the foregoing e-mailed this day to:

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26 Patricia D. Palmer
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EXHIBIT LIST FOR TEP SANTA RITA CONNECTION PROJECT

DOCKET L-00000C-26-0125-00261 (Case No. 261)

Exhibit TEP- 1 Application for Certificate of Environmental Compatibility for TEP (Santa
Rita Connection Pro ect)
Map of Proposed Project

I

Exhibit TEP-2

Exhibit TEP-3 Testimony Summary of Chris Ortiz y Pino

Exhibit TEP-4 Testimony Summary of Clark Bryner

Exhibit TEP-5 Witness Presentation

Exhibit TEP-6 Virtual Tour

Exhibit TEP-7 Tour Itinerary/Script/Protocol

Exhibit TEP-8 Summary of Public Outreach

Exhibit TEP-9 Excerpt from TEP Ten-Year Plan for 2026 (Jan. 3 l, 2026)

Exhibit TEP-10 Exhibits Regarding Notice Requirements

Exhibit TEP-lOA Notice of Hearing

Exhibit TEP-10B Tear Sheets for Arizona Daily Star

Exhibit TEP-10C Letters to Public Facilities re Copies of Application for Public
Viewin
Map of Notice of Hearing Sign LocationsExhibit TEP-10D

Exhibit TEP-10E Photographs of Sign Placement

Exhibit TEP-10F Example of Sign Contents

Exhibit TEP-10G Letters to Affected Jurisdictions with Notice of Hearing

Exhibit TEP-11 Receipt of Filing Fee

Exhibit TEP-12 Proposed Certificate of Environmental Compatibility

Exhibit TEP-13 Project Evaluation Request to Arizona Game and Fish Department

Exhibit TEP-14 Response from Arizona Game and Fish Department

Exhibit TEP-l5 Letter to State Historic Preservation Office



EXHIBIT TEP-1

APPLICATION FOR CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPATIBILITY FOR TEP

(SANTA RITA CONNECTION PROJECT)
DOCKET no. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Previously filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on April 17, 2026.



EXHIBIT TEP-2

MAP OF PROPOSED PROJECT

DOCKET no. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.
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EXHIBIT TEP-3

TESTIMONY SUMMARY OF CHRIS ORTIZ Y PINO

DOCKET no. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.



Testimony Summary of Chris Ortiz y Pino

Chris Ortiz y Pino is a Siting, Outreach, and Engagement Project Manager for Tucson Electric
Power Company ("TEP") and UNS Electric, Inc. ("UNSE"). In his current position, Mr. Ortiz y
Pino manages transmission siting projects, outreach, and engagement for TEP and UNSE. Mr.
Ortiz y Pino is the lead Project Manager for the Santa Rita Connection Project ("Project").

Mr. Ortiz y Pino has nearly 10 years of experience in land planning and entitlements with 6 years
of experience in the electric utility industry with TEP and UNSE. In Mr. Ortiz y Pino's former
role as an Environmental and Land Use Planner, he was responsible for substation entitlements,
oversight of resource studies, and environmental permitting associated with capital projects. Mr.
Ortiz y Pino holds a B.A. in Fine Arts and Spanish Literature from the University of New Mexico.
Mr. Ortiz y Pino also holds a M.S. in Planning and a Water Policy Certificate from the University
of Arizona. He is a member of the American Planning Association.

At the hearing, Mr. Ortiz y Pino will introduce TEP and the Project, describing its general
characteristics and the proposed Project routes. Mr. Ortiz y Pino will describe the Project's
purpose and benefits as well the need for the Project. Additionally, Mr. Ortiz y Pino will discuss
the Project outreach and other legal requirements.

Mr. Ortiz y Pino will guide the virtual tour of the Project. The virtual tour will provide a view of
the Project site and the surrounding area. If a field visit of the Project area occurs, Mr. Ortiz y
Pino will also guide that tour.

Mr. Ortiz y Pino will also describe biological factors considered, as well as TEP's planned resource
protection measures to reduce impacts to biological resources. At the hearing, Mr. Ortiz y Pino
will describe the cultural factors considered under the certificate of environmental compatibility
approval process and the analysis of those factors as they relate to the Project.

Finally, Ortiz y Pino will discuss the overall planning and siting process for the Santa Rita
Connection Project.

Mr. Clark Bryner will join Mr. Ortiz y Pino for each panel during the hearing. TEP will present
testimony in three panels as follows:

Panel l - Project Overview/Purpose and Need

Panel 2 - Route Descriptions and Characteristics/Biological and Cultural

Panel 3 - Siting Process/Public Outreach and Engagement

Witnesses will present testimony using a power point presentation, which can be found as Exhibit
TEP-5.

l



EXHIBIT TEP-4

TESTIMONY SUMMARY OF CLARK BRYNER

DOCKET no. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.



Testimony Summary of Clark Bryner

Clark Bryner is the Manager of Siting, Outreach and Engagement for Tucson Electric Power
Company ("TEP") and UNS Electric, Inc. ("UNSE"). In his current position, Mr. Bryner supports
all aspects ofTEP's siting, permitting, and approval processes for electric transmission and thermal
generation projects.

Mr. Bryner has 20 years of experience in the electric utility industry in a variety of roles, including
3 years in his current position, more than 10 years in maintenance planning and asset management
with direct responsibility for maintenance of the TEP and UNSE transmission systems, with an
additional 6 years in environmental planning and permitting as both a utility employee and
consultant for several utilities in Arizona and other western states. Mr. Bryner holds a B.A. in
Geography and an M.S. in Bioregional Planning, both from Utah State University. Mr. Bryner is
also an active member of the American Planning Association and a certified planner - a
certification he has maintained since 2011 .

At the hearing, Mr. Bryner will join Mr. Ortiz y Pino on each of the three panels. Mr. Bryner will
primarily discuss the overall planning and siting process for the Santa Rita Connection Project.

TEP will present testimony in three panels as follows :

Panel 1 - Project Overview/Purpose and Need

Panel 2 - Route Descriptions and Characteristics/Biological and Cultural

Panel 3 - Siting Process/Public Outreach and Engagement

Witnesses will present testimony using a power point presentation, which can be found as Exhibit
TEP-5.

l



EXHIBIT TEP-5

WITNESS PRESENTATION

DOCKET no. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.
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Santa Rita Connection
Hearing - Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee
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MS. Planning, University of Arizona

B.A. Fine Arts & Spanish Literature, University of New Mexico

Member American Planning Association

6 years of experience in electric utility industry

o Project Manager II, Siting, Outreach and Engagement, 2024 - Present

o Environmental & Land Use Planner III, 2020 - 2024

Planning Consultant 2018-2020 (The WLB Group)

Policy Aide2017-2018 (City of Tucson, Ward 6 Council Member Steve Kozachik)
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o Supervisor - Single Phase Metering, 2014 - 2015
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The Santa Rita Connection Project

provides the redundant support to

the transmission system, mitigating a

circuit overload by providing a fourth

path to reroute power in the event

that two elements of the system

experience an outage.
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Route Comparison Summary

Route 1Factor Considered Route 3

®
e

•
•
•

•
•
•
•
o
•
•
•

e o

Land Use Suitability

Proximity to Homes

Biological Resources

Scenic Resources

Residential Visual Impact

Cultural Resources

Total Environment

Constructability

Right-of-Way

Public/Stakeholder Feedback

Line Length

Line Cost

17.4 Miles

$16.6 Million

13.3 Miles

$18 Millionoo

©Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved. 621519
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Siting, Outreach, & Engagement

Process Overview

Phase 1: Phase 5:Phase 3:

Pre-Analysis ility
Phase 2:

Data Inventory Concept

Evaluation

Suitability
Assessment

Phase 4:

Compatib

Analysis

• I
I

Conduct Research and

Collect Data

o

•
o

0

• Conduct Compatibility
Analysis

Develop Route

Alternatives

Field Review

a

l
I

Public and Stakeholder

Outreach

° Identify Preferred Route

° Submit CEC Application

Public Notification and

Hearing
I

Develop Suitability Models

Conduct Suitability

Assessment

Field Review

Refine Segments

Public and Stakeholder

Outreach

Conduct Field Visits

Develop Study Area

Identify Opportunities and

Constraints

Conduct Public and

Stakeholder Outreach

Develop Preliminary

Segments

©Tucson Electric Power. All rights resen/ed. 641519
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Phase 1: Outreach 8 Engagement

ObectN/e Meeting socaon=. .__. l__ l _
• |•Public and stakeholder feedback Agency briefing - November 12, 2025

1 • Open House - November 13, 2025•
•

c
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Opportunities and Constraints

Preliminary Segments
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Post card mailers*

(2,545 recipients)
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Phase 1: Tribal Outreach 8 Engagement

Meeting sObectwe ocaon=..__.l__. _
I•

•

•

Individual meetings held on

January 9, 2026

Yavapai Apache Nation

PascuaYaquiTribe

Written letters and follow up emails

to introduce the Project to Native

American tribes with ancestral

affiliation to the land within the

Study Area.

•

•

l

•

•

Ak Chin Indian Community

Gila River Indian Community

Hopi Tribe

Mescalero Apache Tribe

Pascua Yaqui Tribe

• Pueblo of Zuni

• Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian

Community

• Tohono 0'odham Nation

• Tonto ApacheTribe

• White Mountain Apache Tribe

• Yavapai-Apache Nation

o Tucson Electric POwer. All rights resented. 701519
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Suitability Assessment

Phase 3Project Route Development & Evaluation
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Biological Resources
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Constructability
maintenance

Cultural Resources
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Suitability Assessment

Phase 3Project Route Development & Evaluation

Criteria
Models

Suitability
Assessment

Field
Verification

Composite
Models

Refined

Segments

»Ground Truthing» Highest Suitability Path

-Apply Constraints

Visual Comparison

» Eliminate Less Suitable

Segments

- Carried Forward for Further

Evaluation

Balanced Compatability

Model

Environmentally Preferred

Model

. Construction & Maintenance

Preferred Model

- Public Stakeholder 8r Agency

Preferred Model

- Existing Plans

Biological Resources

- Noise and Communication

- Cultural and Historic

Resources

- Visual Resources

- Total Environment

- Existing and Future

Residential

- Wildfire Risk

Engineer, Construction and

Maintenance

©Tucson Electric Power. All rights reserved. 751519
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Phase 3: Outreach & Engagement

NotificationObective Meeting sl.._l l__l
I |• Agency briefing - February 2, 2026

Public and stakeholder feedback
Post card mailers*

(2,921 recipients)

• Project Update Email Blast

(1,854 recipients)

l

a

• •

Suitability Assessment

Refined Segments

Preliminary Segments Webpage*

*bIlingual
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Phase 3: Outcomes
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Agency Briefing: Planning & Siting Process Flowchart K
i )| 4

r19 participating Agencies
r_ ,,|
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• Individual Agency Meetings

• *Phase 1:
Pre-Analysis

Phase2
Data InventoryI

Phase 3:

suitability

Assessment

Phase 5:
Concept

Evaluation

Phase4:
Compatibility

Analysis
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Compatibility Analysis

Phase4

Historic & cultural sitesPublic input9EPublic Input

a Wildlife8r plants Scenic vistasProximity to Residential Areas .4

m

so
0

Existing 8r planned land use

Impacts on Mountain Views from

Residential Areas e to!
Current or potential

recreation areas

1
v, vi•'a

"Recreational areas"and Open

Space Overall environ men
Ra

Engineering &

construction feasibilityaI Co-Iocation with Existing Utility

Corridors
40

SIJ Project costs 84 potential

impact on customer rates

Noise emission levels&

interference with

communication signals

o Tucson Electric POwer. All rights resented. 811519
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Phase 4; Tribal Outreach & Engagement

Meeting sNotificationObectwel.._l l__l
• | No individual project briefings were

requested.

Written letters dated February 19

and follow up emails with a status

update on the project and offering

individual briefings.

•

•

•

•

•

Ak Chin Indian Community

Gila River Indian Community

Hopi Tribe

Mescalero Apache Tribe

Pascua Yaqui Tribe

• Pueblo of Zuni

• Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community

• Tohono 0'odham Nation

• Tonto ApacheTribe

• White Mountain ApacheTribe

• Yavapai-Apache Nation

o Tucson Electric POwer. All rights reserved. 831519



Please 5: Outreach & Engagement

Meeting sNetificatienObectwe.__ __
•• Public and stakeholder feedback • Agency briefing - March 3, 2026Post card mailers*

(2,921 recipients)
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II

I

Project Update Email Blast

(1,850 recipients)
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Phase 5: Tribal Outreach & Engagement

Meeting sNotificationObectivel . _ _ . l _ _ .
|• Emails were sent informing the

tribes that the application for a CEC

was submitted on April 17, 2026.

Four Southern Tribes Cultural

Resources Working Group

March 20, 2026

• Provided a link to download the

Class I Cultural Resources Report.

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Ak-Chin Indian Community

Gila Riverlndian Community

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian

Community

Tohono 0'odham Nation

•

l

•

•

Ak Chin Indian Community

Gila River Indian Community

Hopi Tribe

Mescalero Apache Tribe

Pascua Yaqui Tribe

Pueblo of Zuni

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian

Community

Tohono 0'odham Nation

Tonto ApacheTribe

White Mountain ApacheTribe

Yavapai-Apache Nation

o Tucson Electric POwer. All rights reserved. 851519
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Arizona Daily Star - NOUCQ of Hearing
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EXHIBIT TEP-6

VIRTUAL TOUR

DOCKET no. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit. The Virtual Tour is provided to the Committee on the enclosed
flash drive and is available on the Project website at: https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection/.



EXHIBIT TEP-7

TOUR ITINERARY/SCRIPT/PROTOCOL

DOCKET no. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.
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Santa Rita Connection Project
Line Siting Hearing Project Tour

Committee Member pick-up at the Desert Diamond Casino

Desert Diamond Casino, 7350 S Nogales Hwy, Tucson, AZ 85756

®Drive south on business 1-19 (Nogales Highway). Turn left on S Old Nogales Highway and in 0.1 miles

turn left onto Old Vail Connection Road. In 1.8 miles pause at S Country Club Road.

1. Drive-By: Old Vail Connection Road at Country Club (Route 3)

On the right, looking to the south, coming from the east to the west is the existing Sonoran to South 138

kV transmission line, at this point the line turns to thesouth. Further to the south, in a little over a mile,

Route 3 would come from the east, colocated on the 46 kV sub-transmission line, and then turn to the

south, and colocate on the Sonoran to South 138 kV transmission line.

o Proceed 2 miles to S Swan Road. Turn right. In 0.9 miles pause at the driveway to Sonoran Substation.

2. Drive-By: Sonoran Substation (both routes)

On the left, looking east, is the Sonoran Substation. Both Routes 1 and 3 would exit the substation to the

south heading west towards Swan Road. As we continue past the substation you see the wooden H-frame

structures of the WAPA line that are planned to be rebuilt next year to a 115/230 kV double circuit. Just

past this point Route1 will turn to the east and parallel this line all the way to Wilmot Road (approximately

2 miles).

e
On the right, Route 3 continues to the west, co-located on the 46 kV line.

Continue south on S Swan Road. Turn left onto Whispering Sage Road. Stop in 0.25 mile at the TEP tent.

3. Stop: KOP-2 (Route 1)

Exit the bus at this location and gather under the tent.

4. Pause: Nogales Tap - WAPA Substation (Route 1)

To the left, looking north, is the Nogales Tap substation. The two prominent structures on both sides of

the road are where Route 1 would co-locate with the soon-to-be-rebuilt, Vail to Kantor 138 kV transmission

line. Route 1 would continue parallel to Wilmot Road, co-located on the Vail to Kantor 138 kV transmission

line, for the next 9 miles, occupying the current 100foot-wide right-of-way (ROW), and in the same
alignment.

e Drive south on Wilmot Rd for 5.8 miles.

5. Drive-By: Wilmot Rd. and Sahuarita Road (Route 1)

We are now approaching Sahuarita Road, a Pima County designated scenic major road. Route 1 and the

existing line would cross Sahuarita Road and continue to the south in the existing ROW.

o Drive south on Wilmot Road for 1.4 miles to Placita Madera Antigua.

1



Santa Rita Connection Project
Line Siting Hearing Project Tour

6. Drive-By: Placita Med era Antigua (Route 1)

As the bus turns around, note the rural residential character of the neighborhood where the Vail to Kantor

138 kV transmission line exists today. The character of this residential area continues to the south for the

next 2 miles until it reaches the end of Wilmot Road and the northern boundary of the Santa Rita
Experimental Range.

Route 1 would continue on the Vail to Kantor 138 kV transmission line for another 1.6 miles towards Santa

Rita Road. At Santa Rita Road, Route 1 would co-locate with the planned Copper World 138 kV transmission

line, and head northwest along the north side of Santa Rita Road.

o Make a U-turn. Drive 1.4 miles north on Wilmot Rd. Turn left on Sahuarita Road and drive west for 4.2

miles. Turn right onto Sahuarita Acres Road and drive 0.4 miles.

7. Pause: Sahuarita Acres Road (Route 3)

On the right, looking east, is a utility corridor. The line furthest west is the AEPCO 230 kV line, located on

wooden H-Frame structures. Adjacent to the east are tan colored monopoles, which support the TEP 138

kV line. This line would be rebuilt to double-circuit capable structures to accommodate Route 3. The

rebuild would be located within the same alignment and existing ROW.

o Turn left on S Ormes Sunset Place, left on E Yaney Lane, and right back onto Sahuarita Acres Road, and

return to Sahuarita Road. Turn right, and in 0.1 miles turn left onto Country Club Road. Drive south

along Country Club Road for 1 mile. Turn left and in 0.1 miles pause at El Toro Road.

8. Pause: Intersection of Toro Rd and Country Club Rd. (Route 3)

To the left, looking northwest, are two transmission lines crossing southwest across both El Toro Road and

Country Club Road. The TEP 138 kV line is on tan monopoles, and an AEPCO 230 kV line is on the larger

metal H-Frame replacement structures. Coordination would be required with AEPCO to raise their
structures to allow the double-circuit rebuild for Route 3 to pass underneath the 230 kV conductors.

o Drive south on Country Club Road for 1.25 miles to Santa Rita Road. Pause at the intersection.

9. Drive-By: Country Club Rd and Santa Rita Rd (Route 3)

o

The Route 3 alignment continues south for another 0.75 mile to the planned Santa Rita Substation.

Turn left onto Santa Rita Road. Proceed east for 1.4 miles. Stop at the TEP tent.

10. Stop: KOP-12 Santa Rita Rd and Corto Rd (Route 1)

Exit the bus and gather under the tent.

Tour end.
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SUMMARY OF PUBLIC OUTREACH
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Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.
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Tucson Electric Power Company
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SPECIAL FACTORSEXHIBIT.l:

Describe any special factors not previously covered herein, which applicant believes to

be relevant to an informed decision on its application.

J-11.1 Introduction

1-11.2 Public Involvement Program Summary

1-41.3 Meetings and Briefings

Houses 1-41.3.1 Open

.1-51.3.2 Agency Briefings

1-51.3.3 Elected Official Outreach

151.3.4 MeetiNgS n

1-61.3.5 Tribal Outreach

1.3.6 State Historic Preservation Office 1-7

1-71.4 External Communication

Mailers 1-71.4.1 Postcard

1-81.41.22 Eirrmzail LJlJ(jEat€3S

1-81.4.3 Public Notices

1-91.4.4 Social Media Advertisements

1-91.4.5 Street Signage

1-91.4.6 Webpage

1-101.4.7 Media .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . ..

Comment 1-101.4.8 Ways to

1-121.5 References

J.1 Introduction

The following summary describes special factors not covered in the other exhibits of the CEC application,

namely public outreach and engagement.

1.2 Public Involvement Program Summary

Public participation and engagement are an important part of TEP's environmental planning and line siting

process. The Company developed and implemented a comprehensive Public Engagement Plan to ensure

timely communication with the public. The Public Engagement Plan is included in Exhibit 1-1. The plan

1-1
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encouraged input throughout the Project's development and afforded the public opportunities to
influence the Project outcome.

Project stakeholders included residents, property owners, businesses, agencies, public officials, tribal

communities, and other community partners. The Stakeholder Lists* are included in Exhibit J-2.

The engagement efforts included (Figure 7):

Meetings and Briefings (14)
O Public Open Houses (2)
O Agency Briefings (3)
O Elected Official Briefings (1)
O Individual Agency Meetings (5)
o Tribal Briefings (3)

External Communication
O Postcard Mailers**
O Email Updates
o Newspaper Public Notices**
O Social Media Advertisements**
o Street Signage
O Webpage**

Ways to Comment
o Online Comment Form**
o Paper Comment Form
O Project Email
O Project Phone Line
o Mail

*Residents and property owners not included for privacypurposes

"Bilingual

J-2

432



Tucson Electric Power Company
Santa Rita Connection Project

CEC Application
April 2026

Outreach & Engagement
MEETINGS WAYS TO COMMENT

_ i Online Comment FormOpen
Houses 0 is i3 submitted on project webpage

D D
D D
D D

2
.39 November 13, 2025 - 13 attendees

March 4, 2026 - 55 attendees

Paper Comment Form
/ 22 22 submitted at open houses2 Agency

Briefings

22 Project Email Account@
November 12, 2025 20 attendees
January 28, 2026 - 18 attendees
March 3, 2026 - 16 attendees 7 7 sent to project email

Project Phone Line4 4 voicemail messages

Agency departments participating

Individual Agency meetings

Meeting with Elected Officials

to
5
11

EXTERNAL COMMUNICATIONS

Postcards Email Updates3 32,500 3,000 recipients each mailing 1,800+ recipients each round

4 5 -
§§8|I| M

=
LE) Open House 1
7 Open House 23

Newspaper
Notices I3 in Street

Signs

3 Arizona Daily Star
2 Green Valley News
'] Arizona Bilingual

i

Project Webpages
m_

English: 2,563 views | 1,664 individual users

Spanish: 116 views | 68 individual users

SOCIAL MEDIA ADS - FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

G~ November 6 - November 13, 2025
English & Spanish Total

February 24 - March 4, 2026
English & Spanish Total

92,173Impressions

Reach

Clicks

CTR

64,557

371

0.40%

226,481

22,784

1,291

0.57%

Figure 7. Outreach and Engagement lnfographic

J-3
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J.3 Meetings and Briefings

J.3.1Open Houses

Two open house meetings were held at the Desert Diamond Casino - Sahuarita from 6-8 p.m. The
meetings were held in an open house format with stations representing different aspects of the siting

process and the Project. All public open house events were noticed to the public via a mailed postcard,

email update, street Signage, newspaper public notice, and social media advertisements. All outreach

materials are documented in Exhibit J-7. Each meeting drew approximately 13 to 55 members of the public

respectively, for a total of 68 participants (Table 21).

One bilingual team member was also available to engage with the public and answer questions in Spanish.

There were two predominately Spanishspeakers who attended the first open house, those individuals

spoke to the Spanish-speaking team member.

Open House No. 1 - November 13, 2025

The purpose of the first public open house was to inform the community of the need for and benefits of

the Project, the project study area and scope, identified opportunities and constraints within the study

area, share preliminary segments, and encourage public engagement and comments. Approximately 13

individuals attended, and 8 individuals signed in. See Exhibits J-8.1 through 8.3 for the display boards,

table maps, and table signs from the first open house.

Open House No. 2 - March 4, 2026

The purpose of the second public open house was to introduce route alternatives, present the results of

the compatibility analysis, share visual simulations of the transmission line, discuss design elements, and

encourage public engagement and comment. Approximately 55 individuals attended, and 34 individuals

signed in. See Exhibits J-8.4 through 8.6 for the display boards, table maps, and table signs from the second

open house.

Table 21. Open House Overview

Forma # Attended Exhibit #Date LocationOpen House # |

1 Nov. 13, 2025 In-person J-8.1 through 8.3
Desert Diamond

Casino - Sahuarita

342 Mar. 4, 2026 In-person J-8.4 through 8.6
Desert Diamond

Casino -Sahuarita

*Not all attendees signed in

J 4
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J.3.2 Agency Briefings

Three (3) virtual agency briefings were held to gather input from federal, state, and local public officials;

other utilities, and community partners. Each meeting drew 16 to 20 agency representatives, some of

whom attended multiple meetings, for a total of 54 participants (Table 22). A summary of the attendance,

presentation, and the Q & A session for each briefing is included in Exhibit J-3.

Table 22. Agency Br ie f ing Overview

Agency Briefing # Date Format # Attended Presentation Ex. # Summary Ex. #II II
J-3.1 J-3.2201 VirtualNov. 12, 2025

18 J-3.3 J-3.4Virtual2 Jan. 28, 2026

3 J-3.6J-3.5Virtual 16Mar. 3, 2026

J.3.3 Elected Official Outreach

Elected officials with jurisdiction within the project study area were also emailed regular project updates

along with materials recently distributed to the public and offered individual briefings. Elected officials

include those who hold a position representing the public in federal, state, or local government.

The project team provided the Sahuarita Town Council with a project briefing at a regularly scheduled and

noticed meeting on January 26, 2026. Email correspondence with elected officials and a detailed summary

of the briefing is included in Exhibit J-4.

1.3.4 Individual Agency Meetings

Agencies that were invited to attend the three (3) briefings outlined in Section J.3.2 also participated in

separate, one-on-one meetings with the project team to discuss more technical aspects that related

specifically to their organizations. The project team held five (5) individual agency meetings. A list of those

meetings is provided below, with a detailed summary of each included in Exhibit J-5.

State

o Arizona State Land Department, Real Estate Division

February 9, 2026

Loca I

O

O

Town of Sahuarita, Community Development and Planning & Zoning Division

January 12, 2026

Tucson Water, Operational Reliability & Condition Assessment Division
March 25, 2026

Independent Nonprof it

o Tucson Airport Authority, Business and Commercial Development Division
February 9, 2026

Private Organization

O Robson Communities - Quail Creek, Development & Planning Division

March 31, 2026

J-5
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J.3.5 Tribal Outreach

Using the Arizona Government to Government Consultation Toolkit (AZ SHPO, 2025), TEP identified the

following tribal communities, that have expressed an ancestral affiliation to the land within the project

study area, to engage with through informal consultation:

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

.

Ak Chin Indian Community

Gila River Indian Community

Hopi Tribe

Mescalero Apache Tribe

Pascua Yaqui Tribe

Pueblo of Zuni

Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian Community

Toho no O'odham Nation

Tonto Apache Tribe

White Mountain Apache Tribe

YavapaiApache Nation

TEP informed and engaged tribal representatives from each of these tribal communities throughout the

Project's development. Outreach included mailed letters and follow-up emails to provide Project updates,

offers for inperson briefings, and field visits.

Additionally, TEP presented to the Four Southern Tribes Cultural Resources Working Group - consisting

of the Ak-Chin Indian Community, Gila River Indian Community, Salt River Pima-Maricopa Indian
Community, and Toho no O'odham Nation - at their in-person meeting on March 20, 2026.

Table 23 provides a summary of the outreach efforts and materials shared with tribal representatives for

the Project. Meeting summaries and notifications shared with the Tribal communities are located in
Exhibit J6.

Table 23. Tribal Outreach Overview

DateOutreach Method Summary

Letter November 19, 2025
Project introduction and purpose; Required Approvals;

Briefing invitation; Study Area map

Email December 8, 2025 Follow-up to November 19 Letter

Letter February 19, 2026
Project updates and status; Required Approvals; Cultural

Report available; Briefing invitation; Study Area map;
Route Alternatives map

Email March 11, 2026 Follow-up to February 19 Letter, CEC Routes map

J 6
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1.3.6 State Historic Preservation Office

The SHPO was invited to and participated in all three (3) of the Project Agency Briefings. As part of the

briefings, SHPO provided several comments and recommendations, including:

.

.
o

Agency Briefing 1 - November 12, 2025

O A request to see cultural resource reports when ready

O Encourage TEP to reach out to Native American tribes early

Agency Briefing 2 - January 28, 2026

o Communicate with Toho no O'odham as their reservation is close by

O A request to see cultural resource reports when ready

Agency Brief ing 3 - March 3, 2026

A request to see cultural resource reports when ready

J.4 External Communication

The following communication methods were used to inform all stakeholders of Project developments (see

Figure 7 for an overview).

J.4.1 Postcard Mailers

Three (3) bilingual postcards, each mailed to more than 2,500 recipients, provided a project update and

encouraged the public to attend upcoming open houses (Table 24). Mailing addresses were compiled as

described below to reach residents, businesses, property owners and other stakeholders within a
notification area extending one (1) mile beyond the project study area.

The mailing list was developed: 1) using publicly available data from the Pima County Assessor's Office to

capture mailing addresses for residents, businesses and property owners within the notification area, 2)

incorporating teamidentified Project stakeholders, and 3) a manual inspection to remove duplicate
addresses to ensure data quality and minimize returns.

A copy of each of the mailers is available in Exhibit J~7.

Table 24. Postcard Mailer Overview

Date Mailed I # Mailed IPostcard # Included Updates

1 2,545October 31, 2025
Project introduction and purpose

Open House on November 13, 2025

2 2,921February 9, 2026
Suitabil ity Assessment

Refined Segments

3 2,921February 18, 2026
Route Alternatives

Open House on March 4, 2026

J-7
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J.4.2 Email Updates

Portions of the notification area are located outside of TEP's service territory. For the areas within service

territory, an email list of current residents, businesses and other customers located within the notification

area was compiled for electronic distribution of project information.

Three (3) emails were sent to customers within the notification area with an email on file with TEP or who

had requested to be included on the project email list. Each of the emails were sent to nearly 2,000
recipients (Table 25). Both the paper and online comment forms included an option for participants to

opt-in to the project email distribution list and receive updates. The mass email service provider allows

recipients who no longer wish to receive projectrelated emails to opt out of future updates. This is the

reason why each email update was sent to slightly fewer recipients than the one before.

The distributed emails and corresponding engagement reports are included in Exhibit J-7.

Table 25. Email Updates Overview

Email # # EmailedDate Sent Included Updates

1 1,896October 28, 2025

Project introduction and purpose, Study Area map,
Planning and Siting Process, Required Approvals and

Timeline, Ways to Comment

Open House on November 13, 2025

2 1,854February 2, 2026
Project purpose; Siting Status Update; Suitability

Assessment video, Refined Segments map, Required
Approvals and Timeline; Ways to Comment

3 1,850February 18, 2026
Project status, Route Alternatives map, Required

Approvals and Timeline, Ways to Comment
Open House on March 4, 2026

1.4.3 Public Notices

Two (2) rounds of bilingual public notices were published in local newspapers in print as well as digital

versions online. The first notice was placed in the Arizona Daily Star and the Green Valley News. The

second notice was placed in the Arizona Daily Star, Green Valley News, and the Arizona Bilingual (Table

26). The public notices ran in the newspapers approximately 2 weeks prior to each open house. These

newspapers reach more than 40,000 daily readers and 150,000 monthly readers. The public notices are

available in Exhibit J-7.

J 8
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Table 26. Public Notice Overview

1st Publication Date 2 Publication DateNewspaper

November 2, 2025 February 22, 2026Arizona Daily Star

November 2, 2025 February 22, 2026Green Valley News

March 2026 IssueN/AArizona Bilingual

J.4.4 Social Media Advertisements

Geotargeted Face book and Instagram ads were used to notify residents and other stakeholders of

upcoming open house meetings. The ads were directed to reach platform users within the notification

area and ran for 1 week prior to each open house, during the dates identified in Figure 8. The social media

advertisements and reports of engagement results are in Exhibits J7.

SOCIAL MEDIA ADS - FACEBOOK & INSTAGRAM

ea~ November 6 - November 13, 2025
English & Spanish Total

February 24 - March 4, 2026
English & Spanish Total

226,481

22,784

1,291

0.57%

92,173

64,557

371

0.40%

Impressions

Reach

Clicks

CTR

Figure 8. Social Media Analytics

J.4.5 Street Signage

Two (2) sets of temporary signs were placed at important intersections within the project notification area

notifying the public of the November 2025 and March 2026 open house meetings. For the first open

house, six (6) 24x36" double-sided bilingual signs were posted. For the second open house, seven (7)

36x48" signs were posted that included a Quick Response ("QR") code to the Project Webpage for ease

of access to view the details in Spanish. The signs, representative photos of sign placement, and map of

sign locations are included in Exhibit J-7.

1.4.6 Webpage

English and Spanish webpages were established at the inception of the Project and were continually

updated throughout the Project's development. The webpages included information about the Project

need and benefits, Project status and updates, all outreach materials, an interactive map, details about

upcoming open houses, and required approvals and timing. Both webpages contained the Online
Comment Form which was available for members of the public to submit feedback at any time. Outreach

materials including the project mailers, public notices in local newspapers, and street Signage included a

QR code that directed visitors to the English webpage, which contains a link to the Spanish webpage. See

Table 27 for a summary of webpage visits.

J-9
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Screenshots of the webpages and the interactive map are in Exhibit J-7. The webpages,
www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection and www.tep.com/santarita-connection-spanish. will remain live
until the Project is in-service.

Table 27. Webpage Overview

# Total Views* # Individual Users*Language

1,6642,563English

116 "
.
.
.

Spanish

*Asof March 24,2026

J.4.7 Media Coverage

The Project received media coverage through the following outlets:

Green Valley News
AZPM News

KOLD News 13

Articles are included in Exhibit J9.

J.4.8 Wavs to Comment

Comments were accepted in both English and Spanish. The public was encouraged to provide feedback

on the Project through the following options:

Filling out an online comment form
Filling out a paper comment form
Sending email comments to SantaRitaConnection@tep.com
Calling 520770-7520 and leaving a voicemail message
Mailing a letter with comments to:

Santa Rita Connection Project
P.O. Box 711
Mail Stop CB200
Tucson, AZ 85701-0711

As of March 24, 2026, the public provided a total of 46 comments and questions, via the methods shown

in Figure 9. There were no letters or forms sent to the project mailbox. The most common topics
mentioned in comments included route location, proximity to residences, and utilizing existing
infrastructure. All topics and the number of times each were referenced are detailed in Figure 10.

All comments have personal information redacted and are provided in Exhibit J-10.

J-10
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Comments Received by Method
Percent of Tota INumber Received

25 Voicemail
8.7%

20
Online Form

28.3%Email
15.2%

15

10

4S o22

llllll 713 I I Paper Form
47.8%

0
Online Form Paper Form Email Voicemail

Figure 9. Public Comment Methods

Topics in Comments Received
by Number of Times Mentioned

3

5

12

2

7

5

2

1

7

30

Cost

Environment

Existing Line

Property Value

Residential

Route Location

Safety

Substation

Support Project

Underground

Visual

0 5 1510 20 25

Figure 10. Public Comment Topics

Routes Mentioned in Comments Received
By Percent of Total Mentions

Favored Opposed. .
45%

Route 1
8%

21%
Route 3.lll....l.HIIIIIIIIIIII

40%0%

26%

30%10% 20% 50%

Figure 11. Public Comment - Routes
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J.5 References

AZ SHPO. (2025). Government to Government Consultation. Retrieved from Cultural and Historic
Preservation, Arizona State Historic Preservation Office: https://sites.google.com/view/az
consultationtoolkit/consultation-map
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Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.



E000049050ORIGINAL
Tucson I;lectrlc power

88 East Broadway Blvd. I Post Office Box 711 I HQE9l0 I Tucson, AZ 85702-1702

January 30, 2026

Docket Control
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Re: Notice of Filing - Tucson Electric Power Company's Ten-Year Plan
Transmission Projects 2026-2035
Docket No. E-99999A-25-0006

Pursuant to A.R.S § 40-360.02, attached is Tucson Electric Power Company's ("TEP")
Ten-Year Plan Transmission Projects for years 2026-2035. As required by Decision No. 74785
(October 24, 2014), this plan includes a study report on the effects of distributed generation and
energy efficiency on TEP's future transmission needs.

If you have any questions, please contact me at (520) 965-8408.

Sincerely,

Is/Andrea Jacobo

Andrea Jacobo
Regulatory Services Specialist

cc: Compliance Section, ACC

ACC - Docket Control - Received: 01/30/2026 02:01 PM

ACC - Docket Control - Docketed: 1/30/20262:11 PM
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EP TRANSMISSION PROJECTS
TEN YEAR PLAN

Tucson Electric Power

Project Designation:

Sonoran - Santa Rita 138-kV Transmission Line

138-kV
System dependent
Sonoran 138-kV Substation
N/A
Planned Santa Rita 138-kV Substation
Approximately 16 miles
TBD

Facility Parameters:

a) Voltage:
b) Capacity:
c) Point of Origin:
d) Intermediate Point
d) Point of Termination:
e) Length:

Routing:

Purpose:

•

New 138-kV transmission line connecting the Tucson load
pocket south to the Sahuarita area. This will provide additional
redundancy serving the area south of Tucson to accommodate
load owth.

2028
2029

Date:
a) Construction Start:
b) In-Service Date:

Is Certificate Necessary:
Technical Studies:

Yes
Annual TEP Planning Studies.

57
TEP Ten Year Plan 2026-2035



EXHIBIT TEP-10

EXHIBITS REGARDING NOTICE REQUIREMENTS

DOCKET no. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.

The following sub-exhibits are attached.

Exhibit TEP-10A

Exhibit TEP-10B

Notice of Hearing

Tear Sheets for Arizona Daily Star

Exhibit TEP- 10C Letters to Public Facilities re Copies of Application for Public
Viewing

Exhibit TEP- 10D

Exhibit TEP- 10E

Exhibit TEP- 10F

Exhibit TEP- 10G

Map of Notice of Hearing Sign Locations

Photographs of Sign Placement

Example of Sign Contents

Letters to Affected Jurisdictions with Notice of Hearing
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NOTICE OF HEARING

DOCKET no. L-00000C-26-0125-00261



E000050941
II

ORIGINAL

BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT
AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITINC COMMITTEE

Docket NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Case No. 261

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
TUCSON ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY IN
CONFORMANCE WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS OF A.R.S. § 40-360, ET SEQ.,
FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPATIBILITY AUTHORIZING THE 138
KILOVOLT (KV) SANTA RITA CONNECTION
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT, WHICH
INCLUDES THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW
138 KV TRANSMISSION LINE ORIGINATING
AT THE EXISTING SONORAN SUBSTATION
(SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 16 S, RANGE 14 E),
AND TERMINATING AT THE PLANNED
SANTA RITA SUBSTATION (SECTION 29,
TOWNSHIP 17 S, RANGE 14 E), EACH
LOCATED WITHIN PIMA COUNTY,
ARIZONA.

NOTICE OF HEARING
-

m
>
ul

o
»|-

z
z Og o
Q u . l
M - l ;
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1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD before the Arizona Power Plant and

Transmission Line Siting Committee ("Committee") regarding the Application of Tucson

Electric Power Company ("TEP" or "Applicant") for a Certificate of Environmental

Compatibility ("CEC") authorizing construction of the Santa Rita Connection

Transmission Line Project ("Project").

The Project will involve the construction of a new, approximately 13-to-17-mile

138 kilovolt ("kV") transmission line in Pima County, Arizona from the existing Sonoran

Substation to the planned Santa Rita Substation. A map of the Project is attached as

Exhibit A.

The hearing will be held at the Desert Diamond Casino Conference Center, 7350

S. Nogales Hwy, Tucson, Arizona 85756. The hearing will begin on Tuesday, May 26,

2026, at l:00 p.m., and will continue as necessary through Friday, May 29, 2026,

beginning at 9:00 a.m. each day at the same location until the completion of the

hearing. If any revisions to the hearing schedule are required, they will be noticed on the

Project webpage at: https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection/. and on the Arizona

ACC - Docket Control - Received: 04/22/2026 01:28 PM
ACC - Docket Control - Docketed: 4/22/20262:08 PM



1 Corporation Commission ("ACC") website at: https://www.azcc.2ov/arizona-power-

2 plant/hearings-and-meetings.

3

5

7

8

PUBLIC COMMENT WILL BE TAKEN IN A SPECIAL EVENING

4 SESSION ON TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026, BEGINNING AT 5:30 P.M., VIA

TELEPHONE, ZOOM, OR IN PERSON AT THE DESERT DIAMOND CASINO

6 CONFERENCE CENTER, 7350 S. NOGALES HWY, TUCSON, ARIZONA 85756.

PUBLIC COMMENT MAY ALSO BE TAKEN AT OTHER TIMES DURING THE

HEARING AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE

9 COMMITTEE.

10 THE PUBLIC CAN WATCH THE HEARING ONLINE, LISTEN TO THE

HEARING VIA TELEPHONE, OR ATTEND IN PERSON. At least 24 hours in

advance of the hearing, information regarding online and telephone hearing access, as well

as any additional details regarding safety protocols or other revisions to the hearing

schedule will be noticed on the Project webpage at https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-

connection/.

The Chairman may, at his discretion, recess the hearing to a time and place to be

announced during the hearing, or to be determined airer the recess. The date, time, and

place at which the hearing will be resumed will be posted on the above-noted Project

webpage and the ACC website. NOTE: NOTICE OF ANY RESUMED HEARING

WILL BE GIVEN; HOWEVER, PUBLISHED NOTICE OF SUCH A RESUMED

HEARING IS NOT REQUIRED.

If the Committee decides to conduct a tour of the Project, notice that includes a

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23 map and itinerary of any such tour will be available at the hearing and posted on the Project

24 and ACC websites. Members of the public may follow the Committee on the tour. During

25 the tour, the Committee may hear testimony at stops on the tour conccming what is visible

26 at the stops and the relevance of the location and view to the Project. No other discussion

27 or deliberation concerning the Application will occur during the tour. A court reporter or

28 recording device will record any testimony taken on the tour for transcription. Public

2



.

health and safety protocols specific for the tour will be included on the itinerary. If the

Committee decides not to take a tour, the hearing will continue as scheduled.

Maps of the Project site and detailed information about Project facilities are

contained in the Application, which is available for inspection at the following locations:

ACC Docket Control Center, Phoenix Office,

1200 West Washington Street, Suite 108, Phoenix AZ 85007

. Sahuarita Library, 670 W Sahuarita Rd, Sahuarita, AZ 85629

• Conrad Joyner-Green Valley Library, 601 N La CaNada Dr, Green Valley, AZ

.
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The Project webpage: https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection/

The Applicant will make available final copies of the pre-filing conference,

prehearing conference, and hearing transcripts at each of the above locations and Project

webpage.

Each county, municipal government, and state agency interested in the Project that

desires to be a party to the proceedings shall, not less than ten (10) days before the date

set for the hearing, file a Notice of Intent to Become a Party with the Director of Utilities,

ACC, 1200 West Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ 85007.

Any domestic non-profit corporation or association formed in whole or in part: to

promote conservation or natural beauty, to protect the environment, personal health, or

other biological values, to preserve historical sites, to promote consumer interests, to

represent commercial and industrial groups, or to promote the orderly development of the

area in which the Project is to be located that desires to become a party to the proceedings

shall, not less than ten (10) days before the date set for the hearing, file a Notice of Intent

to Become a Party with the Director of Utilities, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street,

Phoenix, AZ 85007.

The Committee may make other persons parties to the proceedings at any time.

Any person may make a limited appearance at a hearing by filing a statement in writing

with the Director of the Utilities Division, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street, Phoenix,

3



Adam Stafford, Chairman
Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee
Assistant Attorney General

1 AZ 85007, and the Chairman of the Committee at 2005 North Central Avenue, Phoenix,

2 AZ 85004, not less than five (5) days before the date set for the hearing. A person making

3 a limited appearance will not be a party or have the right to present testimony or cross-

4 examine witnesses.

5 This proceeding is governed by Arizona Revised Statutes ("A.R.S.") §§ 40-360 to

6 40-360.13 and Arizona Administrative Code R14-3-201 to R14-3-220. No substantive

7 communication, not in the public record, may be made to any member of the Committee.

8 The written decision of the Committee will be submitted to the Commission pursuant to

9 A.R.S. § 40-360.07. Any person intending to be a party to the proceeding on the matter

10 before the Commission must be a party to the proceeding before the Committee.

II ORDERED this 17th day of April, 2026.
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CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

Docket Control
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Thomas Van Flein, General Counsel
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007
lcgaldiv(a),azcc.gov
Counsel for Legal Division Sta#

Britton Baxter
Ranelle Paladino
Co-Directors, Utilities Division
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007
UtilitiesDiv@azcc.gov

Meghan H. Grabel
Elias Ancharski
Osborn Maledon
2929 N. Central Ave, 21st Floor
Phoenix, Arizona 85012
m2rabel@omlaw.com
eancharski@omlaw.com
Counsel for Applicant

Megan C. Hill
Tucson Electric Power
88 E. Broadway Blvd.
MS HQE9l0
Tucson, AZ 85701
Mcgan.Hill@tep.com
Counsel for Applicant

/ l /

1

2 ORIGINAL of the foregoing e-filed this 22nd day of April, 2026 with:
3

4

5

6
7 COPIES of the above emailed this 22nd day of April, 2026:
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1 Lisa L. Glennie
Glennie Reporting Services, LLC2
1555 East Orangewood

3 Phoenix, AZ 85020
admin@ glennie-reportin2.com
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5
By: T. Brewer
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EXHIBIT TEP-10B

TEAR SHEETS FOR ARIZONA DAILY STAR

DOCKET no. L-00000C-26-0125-00261
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BEFORE THE ARIZONA PQWER PLANT
AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE

DUCKEI No. l.00000c26012s00261

Case No. 261

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN Tl lc MATTEIIor Tl II: APPLICATIONor
TUCSON ELECTRIC awsn compAny IN
CONFORMANCE WITII TI IE REQUIREMENTS
or A,11,s. s AOUGO, r.1 SEQ., von A cfirmr
ICATE DF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILrrV
AUTI IORIZING Tl lc 1 as KILOVULT (KV) SANTA
RITA CONNECTION TRANSMISSION LINE
PROJECT wHicH INCLUDES THE CONSTRUC
TION or A new 7 :so KV mAnsmlsslon LINC
ORIGINATING AT THE EXISTING SONORAN
SUDSTATiON (SECTION z. TOWNSHIP 76 5,
RANGE 14 Cr. AND TCRMINATING AT THC
PLANNED SANTA RITA SUBSTATION (SECTION
29,TOVINSIllP 17G, RANGE14 E), EMCII
LOCATED WITHIN PIMA COUNTY, Aalzomx

NOTICE OF HEARING

inspection at the following locations:
• AOC Docket Control Center. Phoenix Office.

1200 West Washington Street, Suite 108. Phoenix AZ 85007
° Sahuarita Library. 670 W Sahuarita Rd, Sahuarita. AZ 85629
• Conrad Joyner-Green Valley Library. 601 N La CaNada Dr,

Green Valley. AZ 85614
» The Project webpage: https://www.tep.com/santarita-cohnection/
The Applicant will make available final copies of the pre-filing

conference, prehearing conference, and hearing transcripts at
Each of the above locations and Project webpage.
Each county, municipal government. and state agency Interest-
ed in the Project that desires to be a party to the proceedings
shall, not less than ten (1 O) days before the date set for the
hearing. file a Notice of Intent to Become a Party with the Direc-
tor of Utilities. ACC, 7200 West Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ
85007.
Any domestic non-profit corporation or association formed in

whole or in part: to promote conservation or natural beauty, to
protect the environment. personal health, or other biological val-
ues, to preserve historical sites, to promote consumer Interests,
to represent commercial and industrial groups. or to promote
the orderly development of the area in which the Project is to be
located that desires to become a party to the proceedings shall,
not less than ten (1 O) days before the date set for the hearing,
file a Notice of Intent to Become a Party with the Director of Util-
ities, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ 85007.
The Committee may make other persons parties to the pro-

ceedings at any sine. Any person may make 8 limited appear-
ance at a hearing by filing a statement in writing with the Direc-
tor of the Utilities Division, ACC, 1 2OO West Washington Street,
Phoenix, AZ BSOO7, and the Chairman of the Committee at 2005
North Central Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85004, not less than five (5)
days before the date set for the hearing. A person making a lim-
ited appearance will not be a party or have the right to present
testimony or cross-examine witnesses.
This proceeding is governed by Arizona Revised Statutes

("A.R.S.") §§ 40-360 to 40-360.123 and Arizona Administrative
Code 914-3-201 to 914~3-220, No substantive communication,
not in the public record, may be made to any member of the
Committee. The written decision of the Committee will be sub-
mitted to the Commission pursuant to A.R.S. § 40-360.07. Any
person intending to be a party to the proceeding on the matter
before the Commission must be a party to the proceeding
before the Committee.
ORDERED this 17th day of April. 2026.

A PUBLIC HEARING wlu_ BE HELD before the Arizona
Power plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee ("Commit-
tee") regarding the Application of Tucson Electric Power Com-
pany ("TEP" or "Applicant") for a Certificate of Environmental
Compatibility ("CEC") authorizing construction of the Santa Rita
Connection Transmission Line Project ("Project").
The Project will involve the construction of a new, approx-

imately 13-t0-1 7-mile 138 kilovolt ("kV") transmission line In
Pima County, Arizona from the existing Sonoran Substation
to the planned Santa Rita Substation. A map of the Project is
attached as Exhibit A.
The hearing will be held at the Desert Diamond Casino

Conference Center, 7350 S. Nogales Hwy, Tucson, Arizona
85756- The hearing vvlll begin on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at
1:00 p.m., and will continue as necessary through Friday,
May 29, 2026, beginning at 9:00 a.m. each day at the same
location until the completion of the hearing. If any revisions
to the hearing schedule are required. they will be noticed on the
Project webpage at: https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection/.
and on the Arizona Corporation Commission ("ACC") website at:
https://www.azcc.gov/arizona-power-plant/hearings-and-meetings.
PUBLIC COMMENT WILL BE TAKEN IN A SPECIAL EVE-

NING SESSION ON TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026, BEGINNING
AT 5:30 P.NI., VIA TELEPHONE, ZOOM, OR IN PERSON AT
THE DESERT DIAMOND CASINO CONFERENCE CENTER,
7350 S. NOGALES HVVY, TUCSON, AmzonA 85756. P U B -
LIC COMMENT MAY ALSO BE TAKEN AT OTHER TIMES

L 4 -DURING THE HEA\RlNG AT THE DISCRETION OF THE
CHAIRMAN OF THE coMMII IEE.

Adam Stafford, Chairman
Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Sining Committee
Assistant Attorney General

Qkl Veil c,"-ano" m
S 0un in
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THE PUBLIC CAN VVATCH THE HEARING ONLINE, LISTEN
TO THE HEARING VIA TELEPHONE, OR ATTEND IN PER-
SON. At least 24 hours in advance of the hearing, information
regarding online and telephone hearing access, as well as any
additional details regarding safety protocols or other revisions to
the hearing schedule will be noticed on the Project webpage at
https://wvvw.tep.com./santa-rita-connection/
The Chairman may, at his discretion, recess the hearing to a

time and place to be announced during the hearing, or to be
determined after the recess. The date, time, and place at which
the hearing will be resumed will be posted on the above-noted
Project webpage and the ACC website. NOTE: NOTICE OF
ANY RESUMED HEARING wiLL BE GIVEN; HOWEVER, PUB-
LISHED NOTICE OF SUCH A RESUMED HEARING IS NOT
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If the Committee decides to conduct a tour of the Project,
notice that includes a map and itinerary of any such tour will
be available at the hearing and posted on the Project and ACC
websites. Members of the public may follow the Committee on
the tour. During the tour, the Committee may hear testimony at
stops on the tour concerning what is visible at the stops and
the relevance of the location and view to the Project. No other
discussion or deliberation concerning the Application will occur
during the tour. A court reporter or recording device will record
any testimony taken on the tour for transcription. Public health
and safety protocols specific for the tour will be included on the
itinerary. If the Committee decides not to take a tour, the hear-
ing will continue as scheduled.
Maps of the Project site and detailed information about Project

facilities are contained in the Application, which is available for

Sll it. By it. Fid it.
Place your classified ad today.
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BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT
AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE

DullkEl No. l.00000c26012s00261

Case No. 261

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN Tl lc MATTEII or Tl II: APPLICATION or
TUCSON ELECTRIC awsn compAny IN
CONFORMANCE WITII TI IE REQUIREMENTS
or A,11,s. s AOUGO, r.1 SEQ., von A cfirmr
ICATE DF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITV
AUTI IORIZING Tl lc 1 as KILOVULT (KV) SANTA
RITA CONNECTION TRANSMISSION LINE
PROJECT wHicH INCLUDES THE CONSTRUC
TION or A new 7 :so KV mAnsmlsslon LINC
ORIGINATING AT THE EXISTING SONORAN
SUDSTATiON (SECTION z. TOWNSHIP 76 5,
RANGE 14 Cr. AND TCRMINATING AT THC
PLANNED SANTA RITA SUBSTATION (SECTION
29,TOVINSIllP 17 G, RANGE 14 E), EMCII
LOCATED WITHIN PIMA COUNTY, Aalzomx

NOTICE OF HEARING

inspection at the following locations:
• AOC Docket Control Center. Phoenix Office.

1200 West Washington Street, Suite 108. Phoenix AZ 85007
° Sahuarita Library. 670 W Sahuarita Rd, Sahuarita. AZ 85629
• Conrad Joyner-Green Valley Library. 601 N La CaNada Dr,

Green Valley. AZ 85614
» The Project webpage: https://www.tep.com/santarita-cohnection/
The Applicant will make available final copies of the pre-filing

conference, prehearing conference, and hearing transcripts at
Each of the above locations and Project webpage.
Each county, municipal government. and state agency Interest-
ed in the Project that desires to be a party to the proceedings
shall, not less than ten (1 O) days before the date set for the
hearing. file a Notice of Intent to Become a Party with the Direc-
tor of Utilities. ACC, 7200 West Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ85007.
Any domestic non-profit corporation or association formed in

whole or in part: to promote conservation or natural beauty, to
protect the environment. personal health, or other biological val-
ues, to preserve historical sites, to promote consumer Interests,
to represent commercial and industrial groups. or to promote
the orderly development of the area in which the Project is to be
located that desires to become a party to the proceedings shall,
not less than ten (1 O) days before the date set for the hearing,
file a Notice of Intent to Become a Party with the Director of Util-
ities, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ 85007.
The Committee may make other persons parties to the pro-

ceedings at any sine. Any person may make 8 limited appear-
ance at a hearing by filing a statement in writing with the Direc-
tor of the Utilities Division, ACC, 1 2OO West Washington Street,
Phoenix, AZ BSOO7, and the Chairman of the Committee at 2005
North Central Avenue, Phoenix, AZ 85004, not less than five (5)
days before the date set for the hearing. A person making a lim-
ited appearance will not be a party or have the right to present
testimony or cross-examine witnesses.
This proceeding is governed by Arizona Revised Statutes

("A.R.S.") §§ 40-360 to 40-360.123 and Arizona Administrative
Code 914-3-201 to 914~3-220, No substantive communication,
not in the public record, may be made to any member of the
Committee. The written decision of the Committee will be sub-
mitted to the Commission pursuant to A.R.S. § 40-360.07. Any
person intending to be a party to the proceeding on the matter
before the Commission must be a party to the proceeding
before the Committee.
ORDERED this 17th day of April. 2026.

A PUBLIC HEARING wlu_ BE HELD before the Arizona
Power plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee ("Commit-
tee") regarding the Application of Tucson Electric Power Com-
pany ("TEP" or "Applicant") for a Certificate of Environmental
Compatibility ("CEC") authorizing construction of the Santa Rita
Connection Transmission Line Project ("Project").
The Project will involve the construction of a new, approx-

imately 13-t0-1 7-mile 138 kilovolt ("kV") transmission line In
Pima County, Arizona from the existing Sonoran Substation
to the planned Santa Rita Substation. A map of the Project is
attached as Exhibit A.
The hearing will be held at the Desert Diamond Casino

Conference Center, 7350 S. Nogales Hwy, Tucson, Arizona
85756- The hearing vvlll begin on Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at
1:00 p.m., and will continue as necessary through Friday,
May 29, 2026, beginning at 9:00 a.m. each day at the same
location until the completion of the hearing. If any revisions
to the hearing schedule are required. they will be noticed on the
Project webpage at: https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-connection/.
and on the Arizona Corporation Commission ("ACC") website at:
https://www.azcc.gov/arizona-power-plant/hearings-and-meetings.
PUBLIC COMMENT WILL BE TAKEN IN A SPECIAL EVE-

NING SESSION ON TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026, BEGINNING
AT 5:30 P.NI., VIA TELEPHONE, ZOOM, OR IN PERSON AT
THE DESERT DIAMOND CASINO CONFERENCE CENTER,
7350 S. NOGALES HVVY, TUCSON, AmzonA 85756. P UB -
LIC COMMENT MAY ALSO BE TAKEN AT OTHER TIMES

L  4 -DURING THE HEA\RlNG AT THE DISCRETION OF THE
CHAIRMAN OF THE coMMII IEE.

Adam Stafford, Chairman
Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Sining Committee
Assistant Attorney General
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THE PUBLIC CAN VVATCH THE HEARING ONLINE, LISTEN
TO THE HEARING VIA TELEPHONE, OR ATTEND IN PER-
SON. At least 24 hours in advance of the hearing, information
regarding online and telephone hearing access, as well as any
additional details regarding safety protocols or other revisions to
the hearing schedule will be noticed on the Project webpage at
https://wvvw.tep.com./santa-rita-connection/
The Chairman may, at his discretion, recess the hearing to a

time and place to be announced during the hearing, or to be
determined after the recess. The date, time, and place at which
the hearing will be resumed will be posted on the above-noted
Project webpage and the ACC website. NOTE: NOTICE OF
ANY RESUMED HEARING wiLL BE GIVEN; HOWEVER, PUB-
LISHED NOTICE OF SUCH A RESUMED HEARING IS NOT
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If the Committee decides to conduct a tour of the Project,
notice that includes a map and itinerary of any such tour will
be available at the hearing and posted on the Project and ACC
websites. Members of the public may follow the Committee on
the tour. During the tour, the Committee may hear testimony at
stops on the tour concerning what is visible at the stops and
the relevance of the location and view to the Project. No other
discussion or deliberation concerning the Application will occur
during the tour. A court reporter or recording device will record
any testimony taken on the tour for transcription. Public health
and safety protocols specific for the tour will be included on the
itinerary. If the Committee decides not to take a tour, the hear-
ing will continue as scheduled.
Maps of the Project site and detailed information about Project

facilities are contained in the Application, which is available for
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EXHIBIT TEP-10C

LETTERS TO PUBLIC FACILITIES RE COPIES OF APPLICATION FOR
PUBLIC VIEWING

DOCKET NO. L-00000C-26-0125-00261



Elias J. Ancharski 2929 North Central Avenue
Suite 2000
Phoenix, Arizona 85012
omlaw.com

OSBORN
MALEDONQ94

Direct: 602-640-9327
Office: 602-640-9000
eancharski@omlaw.com

April 17, 2026

Joyner-Green Valley Library
601 N La CaNada Dr
Green Valley, AZ 85614

Re: Tucson Electric Power
Santa Rita Connection Project
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached Application was filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on April
17, 2026 and, by order of the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee
Chairman, is required to be made available for public viewing. Please place it in an area of your
facility that is accessible to the public. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

aa- 51 //
Elias J. Ancharski

EJA:pdp
Enclosure



Elias J. Ancharski 2929 North Central Avenue
Suite 2000
Phoenix, Arizona 85012
omlaw.com

OSBORN
MALEDONQ94

Direct: 602-640-9327
Office: 602-640-9000
eancharski@omlaw.com

April 17, 2026

Sahuarita Library
670 W Sahuarita Rd
Sahuarita, AZ 85629

Re: Tucson Electric Power
Santa Rita Connection Project
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached Application was filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on April
17, 2026 and, by order of the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee
Chairman, is required to be made available for public viewing. Please place it in an area of your
facility that is accessible to the public. Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

aa- 0b/1 i/
Elias J. Ancharski

EJA:pdp
Enclosure
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J?
Tucson Electric Power

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Santa Rita Connection

Tucson Electric Power invites the public to an upcoming hearing before the
Arizona Power Plant & Transmission Line Siting Committee

Time LocationDate

1 PM - 5PM

9AM .. 5PM

May 26, 2026

May 27-29, 2026

Desert Diamond Casino
Conference Center

7350 S Nogales Hwy

In-person or virtual public comments can be made
Tuesday, May 26, beginning at 5:30 p.m.
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For information on commenting virtually, please visit:
tep.com/santa-rita-connection or call 520-770-7520

Arizona Corporation Commission Docket Number: L-00000C-26-0125-00261
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OSBORN
MALEDON

2929 North Central Avenue
Suite 2000
Phoenix, Arizona 85012
omlaw.com(Qi AT T o R N E v s AT L AW

Meghan H. Grabel
Direct: 602-640-9399
Office: 602-640-9000
mqrabel@omlaw.com

April 24, 2026

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT

Arizona State Land Department
Attn: Robyn Sahid, Commissioner
1 110 W. Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Re: Tucson Electric Power Company - Santa Rita Connection Project
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261
Notice of Hearing

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached Notice of Hearing was filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on
April 22, 2026. Pursuant to A.R.S. § 40-360.04, the Arizona State Land Department has been
identified as an affected area of jurisdiction. Please let us know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

myMeg nH Grabe

MGH:pdp
Enclosure



E000050941
II

ORIGINAL

BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT
AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE

Docket NO. L-00000C-26-0125-0026 l

Case No. 26 l

NOTICE OF HEARING

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF
TUCSON ELECTRIC POWER COMPANY IN
CONFORMANCE WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS OF A.R.S. § 40-360, ET SEQ.,
FOR A CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPATIBILITY AUTHORIZING THE 138
KILOVOLT (KV) SANTA RITA CONNECTION
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT, WHICH
INCLUDES THE CONSTRUCTION OF A NEW
138 KV TRANSMISSION LINE ORIGINATING
AT THE EXISTING SONORAN SUBSTATION
(SECTION 2, TOWNSHIP 16 S, RANGE 14 E),
AND TERMINATING AT THE PLANNED
SANTA RITA SUBSTATION (SECTION 29,
TOWNSHIP 17 S, RANGE 14 E), EACH
LOCATED WITHIN PIMA COUNTY,
ARIZONA.

NOTICE OF HEARING

Z :Z O ;g oo f ;M-l;
¢D<2
O E :

c?
A PUBLIC HEARING WILL BE HELD before the Arizona Power Plant and

Transmission Line Siting Committee ("Committee") regarding the Application of Tucson

Electric Power Company ("TEP" or "Applicant") for a Certificate of Environmental

Compatibility ("CEC") authorizing construction of the Santa Rita Connection

Transmission Line Project ("Project").

The Project will involve the construction of a new, approximately 13-to-17-milc

138 kilovolt ("kV") transmission line in Pima County, Arizona from the existing Sonoran

Substation to the planned Santa Rita Substation. A map of the Project is attached as

Exhibit A.

The hearing will be held at the Desert Diamond Casino Conference Center, 7350

S. Nogales Hwy, Tucson, Arizona 85756. The hearing will begin on Tuesday, May 26,

2026, at 1:00 p.m., and will continue as necessary through Friday, May 29, 2026,

beginning at 9:00 a.m. each day at the same location until the completion of the

1
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hearing. If any revisions to the hearing schedule are required, they will be noticed on the

Project webpage at: https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-connectioW. and on the Arizona

ACC - Docket Control - Received: 04/22/2026 01:28 PM
ACC - Docket Control - Docketed: 4/22/2026 2:08 PM



Corporation Commission ("ACC") website at: https://www.azcc.2ov/arizona-power-

plant/hearings-and-meetings.

PUBLIC COMMENT WILL BE TAKEN IN A SPECIAL EVENING

SESSION ON TUESDAY, MAY 26, 2026, BEGINNING AT 5:30 P.M., VIA

TELEPHONE, ZOOM, OR IN PERSON AT THE DESERT DIAMOND CASINO

CONFERENCE CENTER, 7350 S. NOGALES HWY, TUCSON, ARIZONA 85756.

PUBLIC COMMENT MAY ALSO BE TAKEN AT OTHER TIMES DURING THE

HEARING AT THE DISCRETION OF THE CHAIRMAN OF THE

COMMITTEE.

THE PUBLIC CAN WATCH THE HEARING ONLINE, LISTEN TO THE

HEARING VIA TELEPHONE, OR ATTEND IN PERSON. At least 24 hours in

advance of the hearing, information regarding online and telephone hearing access, as well

as any additional details regarding safety protocols or other revisions to the hearing

schedule will be noticed on the Project webpage at https://www.tep.com/santa-rita-

connection/.

The Chairman may, at his discretion, recess the hearing to a time and place to be

announced during the hearing, or to be determined after the recess. The date, time, and

place at which the hearing will be resumed will be posted on the above-noted Project

webpage and the ACC website. NOTE: NOTICE OF ANY RESUMED HEARING

WILL BE GIVEN; HOWEVER, PUBLISHED NOTICE OF SUCH A RESUMED

HEARING IS NOT REQUIRED.
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If the Committee decides to conduct a tour of the Project, notice that includes a

map and itinerary of any such tour will be available at the hearing and posted on the Project

and ACC websites. Members of the public may follow the Committee on the tour. During

the tour, the Committee may hear testimony at stops on the tour concerning what is visible

at the stops and the relevance of the location and view to the Project. No other discussion

or deliberation concerning the Application will occur during the tour. A court reporter or

recording device will record any testimony taken on the tour for transcription. Public

2
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health and safety protocols specific for the tour will be included on the itinerary. If the

Committee decides not to take a tour, the hearing will continue as scheduled.

Maps of the Project site and detailed information about Project facilities are

contained in the Application, which is available for inspection at the following locations:

ACC Docket Control Center, Phoenix Office,

1200 West Washington Street, Suite 108, Phoenix AZ 85007

Sahuarita Library, 670 W Sahuarita Rd, Sahuarita, AZ 85629

Conrad Joyner-Green Valley Library, 601 N La CaNada Dr, Green Valley, AZ

85614

The Project webpage: https://www.tcp.com/santa-rita-connection/

The Applicant will make available final copies of the pre-filing conference,

prehearing conference, and hearing transcripts at each of the above locations and Project

webpage.

Each county, municipal government, and state agency interested in the Project that

desires to be a party to the proceedings shall, not less than ten (10) days before the date

set for the hearing, file a Notice of Intent to Become a Party with the Director of Utilities,

ACC, 1200 West Washington Street, Phoenix, AZ 85007.

Any domestic non-profit corporation or association formed in whole or in part: to

promote conservation or natural beauty, to protect the environment, personal health, or

other biological values, to preserve historical sites, to promote consumer interests, to

represent commercial and industrial groups, or to promote the orderly development of the

area in which the Project is to be located that desires to become a party to the proceedings

shall, not less than ten (10) days before the date set for the hearing, file a Notice of Intent

to Become a Party with the Director of Utilities, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street,

Phoenix, AZ 85007.

The Committee may make other persons parties to the proceedings at any time.

Any person may make a limited appearance at a hearing by filing a statement in writing

with the Director of the Utilities Division, ACC, 1200 West Washington Street, Phoenix,

3



~Adam Stafford, Chairman
Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line Siting Committee
Assistant Attorney General

1 AZ 85007, and the Chairman of the Committee at 2005 North Central Avenue, Phoenix,

2 AZ 85004, not less than five (5) days before the date set for the hearing. A person making

3 a limited appearance will not be a party or have the right to present testimony or cross-

4 examine witnesses.

5 This proceeding is governed by Arizona Revised Statutes ("A.R.S.") §§40-360 to

6 40-360.13 and Arizona Administrative Code R14-3-201 to R14-3-220. No substantive

7 communication, not in the public record, may be made to any member of the Committee.

8 The written decision of the Committee will be submitted to the Commission pursuant to

9 A.R.S. § 40-360.07. Any person intending to be a party to the proceeding on the matter

10 before the Commission must be a party to the proceeding before the Committee.

11 ORDERED this 17th day of April, 2026.

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

4



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING

Docket Control
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007

Thomas Van Flein, General Counsel
Arizona Corporation Commission
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007
lcgaldiv@azcc.gov
Counsel for Legal Division Staff

Britton Baxter
Ranelle Paladino
Co-Directors, Utilities Division
1200 West Washington Street
Phoenix, AZ 85007
UtilitiesDiv@azcc.gov

Meghan H. Grabel
Elias Ancharski
Osborn Maledon
2929 N. Central Ave, 21 st Floor
Phoenix, Arizona 85012
mgrabel@omlaw.com
eancharski@omlaw.com
Counsel for Applicant

Megan C. Hill
Tucson Electric Power
88 E. Broadway Blvd.
MS HQE9l0
Tucson, AZ 85701
Mcgan.Hill@tep.com
Counsel for Applicant

/ l /

1

2 ORIGINAL of the foregoing e-filed this 22nd day of April, 2026 with:
3

4

5

6
7 COPIES of the above emailed this 22nd day of April, 2026:
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1 Lisa L. Glennie
Glennie Reporting Services, LLC2
1555 East Orangewood

3 Phoenix, AZ 85020
admin@glennie-repor1in<,z.com

4

5
By: T. Brewer
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2 Exhibit A
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OSBORN
MALEDON

2929 North Central Avenue
Suite 2000
Phoenix, Arizona 85012
omlaw.com(Qi AT T o R N E v s AT L AW

Meghan H. Grabel
Direct: 602-640-9399
Office: 602-640-9000
mqrabel@omlaw.com

April 24, 2026

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT

Pima County Board of Supervisors
Attn: Melissa Manriquez, Clerk
130 W Congress St, lSlFloor
Tucson, AZ 8570 l

Re: Tucson Electric Power Company - Santa Rita Connection Project
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261
Notice of Hearing

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached Notice of Hearing was filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on
April 22, 2026. Pursuant to A.R.S. § 40-360.04, Pima County has been identified as an affected
area of jurisdiction. Please let us know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

myMeg nH Grabe

MGH:pdp
Enclosure
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OSBORN
MALEDON

2929 North Central Avenue
Suite 2000
Phoenix, Arizona 85012
omlaw.com(Qi AT T o R N E v s AT L AW

Meghan H. Grabel
Direct: 602-640-9399
Office: 602-640-9000
mqrabel@omlaw.com

April 24, 2026

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT

City of Tucson
Marisa Stoller, City Clerk
City Hall
255 W. Alameda
Tucson,AOZ8570l

Re: Tucson Electric Power Company - Santa Rita Connection Project
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261
Notice of Hearing

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached Notice of Hearing was filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on
April 22, 2026. Pursuant to A.R.S. §40-360.04, the City of Tucson has been identified as an
affected area of jurisdiction. Please let us know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

nt3£HMeg nH. Grabe

MGH:pdp
Enclosure
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OSBORN
MALEDON

2929 North Central Avenue
Suite 2000
Phoenix, Arizona 85012
omlaw.com(Qi AT T o R N E v s AT L AW

Meghan H. Grabel
Direct: 602-640-9399
Office: 602-640-9000
mqrabel@omlaw.com

April 24, 2026

CERTIFIED MAIL - RETURN RECEIPT

Town of Sahuarita
Lisa Cole
Town Clerk
375 W Sahuarita Center Way
Sahuarita, AZ 85629

Re: Tucson Electric Power Company - Santa Rita Connection Project
Application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility
Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261
Notice of Hearing

To Whom It May Concern:

The attached Notice of Hearing was filed with the Arizona Corporation Commission on
April 22, 2026. Pursuant to A.R.S. §40-360.04, the Town of Sahuarita has been identified as an
affected area of jurisdiction. Please let us know if you have any questions.

Sincerely,

nlgt. toMeg n H Grabe

MGH:pdp
Enclosure
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EXHIBIT TEP-11

RECEIPT OF FILING FEE

DOCKET no. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2826 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power Company
provides the following exhibit.
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EXHIBIT TEP-12

PROPOSED CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY

DOCKET no. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Pursuant to the April 22, 2026 Procedural Order, Applicant Tucson Electric Power
Company provides the following exhibit.



BEFORE THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT
AND TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE

Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Case No. 261

CERTIFICATE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL
COMPATIBILITY

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION
OF TUCSON ELECTRIC POWER, IN
CONFORMANCE WITH THE
REQUIREMENTS OF A.R.S. § 40-360, ET
SEQ., FOR A CERTIFICATE OF
ENVIRONMENTAL COMPATIBILITY
AUTHORIZING THE SANTA RITA
CONNECTION 138 KILOVOLT (KV)
TRANSMISSION LINE PROJECT, WHICH
INCLUDES THE CONSTRUCTION OF A
NEW 138 KV TRANSMISSION LINE
ORIGINATING AT THE EXISTING
SONORAN SUBSTATION (SECTION 2,
TOWNSHIP 16 S, RANGE 14 E), AND
TERMINATING AT THE PLANNED
SANTA RITA SUBSTATION (SECTION 29,
TOWNSHIP 17 S, RANGE 14 E), EACH
LOCATED WITHIN PIMA COUNTY,
ARIZONA.

INTRODUCTION

Adam Stafford Chairman, Designee for Arizona Attorney General Kris
Mayes

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15
16 A.

17 Pursuant to notice given as provided by law, the Arizona Power Plant and

18 Transmission Line Siting Committee ("Committee") held public hearings in Tucson,

19 Arizona, on May 26, 2026 through May 2X, 2026, in conformance with the

20 requirements of the Arizona Revised Statutes ("A.R.S.") § 40-360 et seq. for the

21 purpose of receiving evidence and deliberating on the April 17, 2026 Application of

22 Tucson Electric Power Company ("Applicant" or "TEP") for a Certificate of

23 Environmental Compatibility ("Certificate") in the above-captioned case.

24 The following members and designees of members of the Committee were

25 present at one or more of the hearing days for the evidentiary presentations, public

26 comment, and/or the deliberations:

27

28

l



Nicole Hill

Michael Comstock

Leonard Drago

Clint Chandler

Designee for Director, Governor's Energy Office

Designee of the Chairman, Arizona Corporation
Commission ("Commission")

Designee for Director, Arizona Department of
Environmental Quality ("ADEQ")

Designee for Director, Arizona Department of Water
Resources ("ADWR")

Appointed Member, representing counties

Appointed Member, representing cities and towns

Appointed Member, representing the general public

Appointed Member, representing the general public

Appointed Member, representing the general public

Roman Fontes

Sal DiCiccio

Margaret "Toby" Little

Gabby Saucedo Mercer

Douglas Fant

The Applicant was represented by Meghan H. Grabel and Elias Ancharski of

Osborn Maledon, P.A. and in-house counsel for TEP, Megan C. Hill. No parties

requested intervention pursuant to A.R.S. § 40-360.05.

At the conclusion of the hearing, the Committee, after considering the

(i) Application, (ii) evidence, testimony, and exhibits presented by the Applicant, and

(iii) comments of the public, and being advised of the legal requirements of A.R.S. §§

40-360 through 40-360. l 3, upon motion duly made and seconded, voted X to X to grant

Applicant, its successors and assigns, this Certificate for the construction of the Santa

Rita Connection Project ("Project") as described below.

B. PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Project will involve the construction of an approximately 13-to 17-mile 138

kilovolt ("kV") transmission line to connect TEP's existing Sonoran Substation in Pima

County to TEP's planned Santa Rita Substation in Santa Cruz County. A map of the

final approved Project, including the Project corridor, is included as Exhibit A. The

proposed width of the corridor for the Project is up to 1,500 feet wide to allow for

routing flexibility. In areas outside of existing rights-of-way ("ROW"), the final ROW

for the for Project will be no greater than 100 feet wide.

1
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Route and Corridor

Route I

Route 1 originates at the existing Sonoran Substation in Pima County, where it

exits from a bay on the south side. The route proceeds west for approximately 0.3 miles

to Swan Road. The line extends south on Swan Road and crosses beneath the

STEP/Western Area Power Administration ("WAPA") 230/115 kV line. After crossing

the TEP/WAPA 230/115 kV line, the route turns east-southeast and continues parallel

to and south of the TEP/WAPA line, as a new single-circuit line built on double-circuit

capable structures for approximately 2 miles to Wilmot Road. At Wilmot Road, the

line will be co-located on existing double-circuit capable structures owned by UNSE

and continue south for approximately 9.6 miles. It will continue on these shared

structures as it turns to the southwest for 1.6 miles to Santa Rita Road. At Santa Rita

Road, the line will tum to the northwest, co-locating on existing double-circuit

structures. Route l will continue on the existing double-circuit structures to the

northwest, paralleling Santa Rita Road, for approximately 2.5 miles, then turn to the

west at the Corto Road alignment where it will continue on the existing structures for

approximately l mile to the planned Santa Rita Substation. Route l will enter the Santa

Rita Substation from the Corto Road alignment.

Route 3

Route 3 originates at the existing Sonoran Substation, exiting from a bay on the

south side. The route proceeds west for approximately 0.3 miles to Swan Road. The

line will go south on Swan Road and cross beneath the TEP/WAPA 230/115 kV line.

After crossing the TEP/WAPA 230/115 kV line, the route proceeds south

approximately 700 feet to existing double-circuit capable structures, where it co-locates

as a second circuit and extends to the west for approximately 2 miles to Country Club

Road. At Country Club Road, the route will co-locate with an existing single-circuit

l

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

3



TEP 138 kV line by rebuilding some of the structures to a double-circuit standard and

proceed south for approximately 3.5 miles to approximately 750 feet north of the

westward turning point of the existing 138 kV line. At this point, the route constructs

a new single-circuit line on double-circuit capable structures and turns east for

approximately 1,000 feet to cross under a TEP 345 kV line and two Arizona Electric

Power Cooperative, Inc. ("AEPCO") transmission lines (230 kV and 345 kV). The

route then proceeds south for approximately l mile, where it turns west to an existing

TEP 138 kV line and will be co-located with that existing line by rebuilding the

structures to a double-circuit standard then continuing south for approximately 5.7

miles to the Corto Road alignment. The route will tum west for approximately 0.2

miles until it reaches the planned Santa Rita Substation site where it will enter from the

south.

The Committee approves the construction of Routes 1 and 3, subject to the

Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law contained herein. The Applicant will

construct only one of the routes depending on which is ultimately selected by the

Applicant as best suited for the Project. The map of the final approved routes, including

corridor width, is attached as Exhibit A.

CONDITIONS

. . 7 . . . . . 9

This Certificate is granted upon the following conditions:

1. This authorization to construct the Project

shall expire ten (10) years

from the date this Certificate is approved by the Commission, with or without

modification. Construction of the Project shall be complete, such that the Project is in

service within this ten-year timeframe. However, prior to the expiration of the time

period, the Applicant may request that the Commission extend the time limitation.

[CEC 259]l
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2. In the event the Project requires an extension of the term of this

Certificate prior to completion of construction, the Applicant shall file such time

extension request at least one hundred and eighty (180) days prior to the expiration of

the Certificate. Within ten (10) days of the filing of the request to extend the term of

this Certificate, the Applicant shall use reasonable means to promptly notify the

Arizona Bepar=tment~e£$1=anspor=tatior+{11ADQ¥'1}State Land Department ("ASLD"),

Maricopa-Pima County, the City of Tucson. the Town of Gila-Ben<=lSahuarita,ASI=B;

and all landowners and residents within a threeandone-halt3 _c (_138) mile radius of

the centerline of the Project, all persons who made public comment at this proceeding

who provided a mailing or email address, and all parties to this proceeding. Any person

who receives notice of the request to extend the term of the Certificate may request that

the Applicant notify them by email of the date, time, and place of the hearing or open

meetings during which the Commission will consider the request for extension. The

Applicant shall notify such persons of the date and time of the open meeting or hearing

as soon as the Applicant is made aware of the open meeting or hearing date. [CEC 259]

3. During the development, construction, operation, maintenance, and

reclamation of the Project, the Applicant shall comply with all existing applicable air

and water pollution control standards and regulations, and with all existing applicable

statutes, ordinances, master plans, and regulations of any governmental entity having

jurisdiction including, but not limited to, the United States of America, the State of

Arizona, ll~4arieopaPima County, the City of Tucson, the Town of SahuaritaGila-Bend,

and their agencies and subdivisions, including but not limited to the following:

(a) All applicable land use regulations,

(b) All applicable zoning stipulations and conditions including, but not

limited to, landscaping and dust control requirements,

(c) All applicable water use, discharge and/or disposal requirements of

ADWR and ADEQ;

l
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(d) All applicable noise control standards, and

(e) All applicable regulations governing storage and handling of

hazardous chemicals and petroleum products. [CEC 259]

4. The Applicant shall obtain all approvals and permits necessary to

construct,operate, and maintain the Project required by any governmental entity having

jurisdiction including, but not limited to, the United States of America, the State of

Arizona, MarieopaPima County, the City of Tucson. the Town of SahuaritaGiiaBend,

and their agencies and subdivisions. [CEC 2591

5. The Applicant shall comply with the Arizona Game and Fish Department

("AGFD") guidelines and recommendations for handling protected animal species,

should any be encountered during construction and operation of the Project, and shall

consult with AGFD or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, as appropriate, on other issues

concerning wildlife. The Applicant shall, in consultation with AGFD, follow the

mitigation-environmental protection measures listed in Exhibit B. [CEC 2591

6. The Applicant shall design the Project's facilities to incorporate

reasonable measures to minimize electrocution of and impacts to avian species in

accordance with the Applicant's avian protection program. Such measures will be

accomplished through incorporation of Avian Power Line Interaction Committee

guidelines set forth in the current versions of Suggested Practices for Avian Protection

on Power Lines and Reducing Avian Collisions with Power Lines manuals. [CEC 2591

7. The issuance of a Certificate by the Commission is a state action pursuant

to A.R.S. §§41-861 through 41-864, also known as the State Historic Preservation Act

("State Act"). The Applicant shall consult with the Arizona State Historic Preservation

Office ("SHPO") regarding the Project and its impacts on historic properties.

Construction shall not commence until SHPO has had an opportunity to review and

comment in accordance with the State Act. The Applicant shall, in cooperation with the

landowner, complete a Class III cultural inventory of the portions of the final ROWs
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that have not been previously surveyed to modem standards. If any historic property

will be substantially altered or demolished as a result of the construction or operation

of the Project, the Applicant shall take timely steps to make appropriate documentary

recordation in accordance with the standards established by SHPO. [CEC 259]

8. If any archaeological, paleontological, or historical site or a significant

cultural object is discovered on state, county, or municipal land during the construction

or operation of the Project, the Applicant or its authorized representative shall promptly

report the discovery to the Director of the Arizona State Museum ("ASM"), and in

consultation with the Director, shall immediately take all reasonable steps to secure and

maintain the preservation of the discovery as required by A.R.S. § 41-844. [CEC 259]

9. If human remains and/or funerary objects are encountered during the

course of any ground-disturbing activities related to the construction or operation of the

Project, the Applicant shall cease work on the affected area of the Project and notify

the Director of the ASM as required by A.R.S. §41-865 for private land, or as required

by A.R.S. § 41-844 for state, county, or municipal lands. [CEC 259]

10. The Applicant shall comply with the notice and salvage requirements of

the Arizona Native Plant Law (A.R.S §§ 3-901 et seq.) and shall, to the extent feasible,

minimize the destruction of native plants during the construction and operation of the

Project. [CEC 2591

11. The Applicant shall make every reasonable effort to promptly investigate,

identify, and correct, on a case-specific basis, all complaints of interference with radio

or television signals from operation of the Project addressed in this Certificate and

where such interference is caused by the Project take reasonable measures to mitigate

such interference. The Applicant shall maintain written records for a period of five (5)

years of all complaints of radio or television interference attributable to operations,

together with the corrective action taken in response to each complaint. All complaints

shall be recorded and shall include notation on the corrective action taken. Complaints
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not leading to a specific action or for which there was no resolution shall be noted and

explained. Upon request, the written records shall be provided to the Staff of the

Commission. In addition, the Project shall be evaluated on a regular basis so that

damaged insulators or other line materials that could cause interference are repaired or

replaced in a timely manner. [CEC 2591

12. Within one hundred twenty (120) days of the Commission's decision

approving this Certificate, the Applicant shall post signs in or near public ROWs, to the

extent authorized by law, reasonably adjacent to the Project giving notice of the Project.

Such Signage shall be no smaller than a roadway sign. The signs shall advise:

(a) The future site of the Project,

(b) A phone number and website for public information regarding the

Project, and

(c) Refer the public to the Docket.

Such signs shall be inspected at least once annually and, if necessary, be repaired or

replaced, and removed at the completion of construction.

The Applicant shall make every reasonable effort to communicate the decision

either approving or disapproving the Certificate in digital media. [CEC 2591

13. At least ninety (90) days before construction commences on the Project,

the Applicant shall provide ADQTASLD, l>~4ar=ieopaPima County, the City of Tucson,

the Town of Gila-Bend;ASI=BSahuarita, and builders and developers who are building

upon or developing land within one (1) mile of the of the centerline of the Project with

a written description, including the approximate height and width measurements of all

structure types, of the Project. The written description shall identify the location of the

Project and contain a pictorial depiction of the facilities being constructed. The

Applicant shall also encourage the developers and builders to include this information

in their disclosure statements. Upon approval of this Certificate by the Commission, the

Applicant may commence construction of the Project. [CEC 2591l
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14. The Applicant shall use non-specular conductor and non-reflective

surfaces for the transmission line structures on the Project. [CEC 259]

15. The Applicant shall be responsible for arranging that all field personnel

involved in the Project receive training as to proper ingress, egress, and on-site working

protocol for environmentally sensitive areas and activities. Contractors employing such

field personnel shall maintain records documenting that the personnel have received

such training. [CEC 2591

16. The Applicant shall follow the most current Western Electricity

Coordinating Council ("WECC") and North American Electric Reliability Corporation

("NERC") planning standards, as approved by the Federal Energy Regulatory

Commission ("FERC"), National Electrical Safety Code ("NESC") standards, and

Federal Aviation Administration ("FAA") regulations. [CEC 2591
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determined--bySl%l

-1-8¢ The Applicant shall participate in good faith in state and regional

transmission study forums to coordinate transmission expansion plans related to the

Project and to resolve transmission constraints in a timely manner. [CEC 2591

-l-9-. When Project facilities are located parallel to and within one hundred

(100) feet of any existing natural gas or hazardous pipeline, the Applicant shall:

A. Ensure grounding and cathodic protection studies are performed to show

that the Project's location parallel to and within one hundred (100) feet

of such pipeline results in no material adverse impacts to the pipeline or
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B.

to public safety when both the pipeline and the Project are in operation.

The Applicant shall take appropriate steps to ensure that any material

adverse impacts are mitigated. The Applicant shall provide to Staff of the

Commission, and file with Docket Control, a copy of the studies

performed and additional mitigation, if any, that was implemented as part

of its annual compliance-certification letter, and

Ensure that studies are performed simulating an outage of the Project that

may be caused by the collocation of the Project parallel to and within one

hundred (100) feet of the existing natural gas or hazardous liquid pipeline.

The studies should either: (i) show that such simulated outage does not

result in customer outages, or (ii) include operating plans to minimize any

resulting customer outages. The Applicant shall provide a copy of the

study results to Staff of the Commission and file them with Docket

Control as part of the Applicant's annual compliance certification letter.

[CEC 2591

2()¢ The designation of the transmission line corridor in this Certificate, as

shown in Exhibit A, does not authorize ROWs greater than 1200 feet wide for the

Project on private land nor does it grant the Applicant exclusive rights within the

corridor outside of the final designated transmission ROWs. Subject-to-theappr¢o4»=al-elf

Ai t.vv U| .v _Q » d1_
U

-» gnu-...41 _ ;¢ . 1.
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|A 1 1 H _ L 11 u I u 1
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maximum height of the structures shall not exceed 4-99- feet. [CEC 2591

2-l< The Applicant shall submit a compliance certification letter annually,

identifying progress made with respect to and current status of each condition contained

in this Certificate. The letter shall be submitted to Commission's Docket Control

commencing on June 1, 2027. Attached to each certification letter shall be

documentation explaining how compliance with each condition was achieved. Copies
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of each letter, along with the corresponding documentation, shall be submitted to the

Arizona Attorney General's Office. With respect to the Project, the requirement for the

compliance letter shall expire on the date the Project is placed into operation.

Notification of such filing with Docket Control shall be made to ADQTASLD,

Maricopa-Pima County, the City of Tucson. the Town of Gila BendSahuarita 4SI=l3_;

all parties to this Docket, and all parties who made a limited appearance in this Docket.

[CEC 2591

%2< The Applicant shall provide a copy of this Certificate to ADQTASLD,

Maricopa-Pima County, the City of Tucson. 1_the Town of SahuaritaGila-Bend;
IA .- ID 4 ¢ 1 . 4 - 1 _ . . 1 4 - - 1 . . ¢ . ¢t 1 . I U . • c o I IQ9

[CEC 2591

23¢ Any transfer or assignment of this Certificate shall require the assignee

or successor to assume, in writing, all responsibilities of the Applicant listed in this

Certificate and its conditions as required by A.R.S. § 40-360.08(A) and R14-3-2l3(F)

of the Arizona Administrative Code. [CEC 2591

2-4¢ In the event the Applicant, its assignee, or successor, seeks to modify the

Certificate terms at the Commission, it shall provide copies of such request to A9943

ASLD, Mar=ieopPima County, the City of Tucson, the Town of SahuaritaGila-Bend,

ASLD, all parties to this Docket, and all parties who made a limited appearance in this

Docket. [CEC 2591

2é¢ The Certificate Conditions shall be binding on the Applicant, its

successors, assignee(s) and transferees, and any affiliates, agents, or lessees of the

Applicant who have a contractual relationship with the Applicant concerning the

construction, operation, maintenance or reclamation of the Project. The Applicant shall

provide in any agreement(s) or lease(s) pertaining to the Project that the contracting

parties and/or lessee(s) shall be responsible for compliance with the Conditions set forth

herein, and the Applicant's responsibilities with respect to compliance with such
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Conditions shall not cease or be abated by reason of the fact that the Applicant is not in

control of or responsible for operation and maintenance of the Project facilities. [CEC

259]

FINDINGS OF FACT AND CONCLUSIONS OF LAW

This Certificate incorporates the following Findings of Fact and Conclusions of

Law:

1. The Project aids the State and the Southwest Region of the United States

in meeting the need for an adequate, economical, and reliable supply of electric power.

2. When constructed in compliance with the conditions imposed in this

Certificate, the Project aids the State, preserving a safe and reliable electric transmission

system.

3. During the course of the hearing, the Committee considered evidence on

the environmental compatibility of the Project as required by A.R.S. § 40-360 et seq.

4. The Project and the conditions placed on the Project in this Certificate

effectively minimize the impact of the Project on the environment and ecology of the

State.

l

5. The conditions placed on the Project of this Certificate resolve matters

concerning balancing the need for the Project with its impact on the environment and

ecology of the state arising during the course of the proceedings, and, as such, serve as

finding and conclusions on such matters.

6. The Project is in the public interest because the Project's contribution to

meeting the need for an adequate, economical, and reliable supply of electric power

outweighs the minimized impact of the Project on the environment and ecology of the

State. [CEC 2591

DATED this day of May, 2026.
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THE ARIZONA POWER PLANT AND
TRANSMISSION LINE SITING COMMITTEE

By:
Adam Stafford, Chairman
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EXHIBIT B



SANTA RITA CONNECTION PROJECT CEC 261

EXHIBIT B - ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION MEASURES

tandard EPM

Minimize vegetation clearing and ground disturbance, especially within riparian areas and
ephemeral washes.

Provide construction period monitors in areas where pre-construction surveys indicate a presence
of sensitive species.

Follow TEP established raptor protection protocols, as well as guidelines published by the Edison
Electric Institute and the Avian Power Line Interaction Committee (APLIC) (Suggested Practices for
Avian Protection on Power Lines: State of the Art in 2024, and Reducing Bird Collisions with Power

: State of the Art in 2012). Follow APLIC guidelines for power line design to reduce the
likelihood of bird electrocution.

Inspect and wash all construction equipment before entering or leaving the site to prevent the
spread of invasive, non-native species.

Follow standard Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent contamination of downstream
waters from stormwater exiting the site.

Implement a stormwater pollution prevention plan (SWPPP) as required.

Implement a spill prevention, control, and countermeasures plan (SPCCP) as required.

Implement worker environmental awareness training to inform site personnel on the appearance
of protected species and their legal protections.

Clear the construction site of project or construction-related trash each day.

Restore disturbed areas to preconstruction or native condition following completion of project
activities, by planting seeds or native vegetation of species that represent the natural surrounding
landscape.

If native plants listed under the ANPL are proposed for removal, a Notice of Intent to Clear Land
should be submitted to the AZDA prior to commencing ground disturbance.

If other wildlife are encountered during construction activities, move them out of harm's way, no
more than 0.25 mile outside the project boundary, and within similar habitat.

. Trenching or digging of large holes should be close together to minimize the amount of open holes
at any given time. If not back-filled immediately, escape ramps should be conducted at least every
300 feet. Trenches and holes that have been left open should be inspected to remove animals
prior to back-filling.

If any areas are to be fenced, refer to the AZGFD Wildlife Compatible Fencing Guidelines to ensure
wildlife movement is not restricted.

If listed species are identified during construction, activities should stop work at that location, and
notification made to TEP and appropriate federal or state wildlife agencies.

Cactus Ferru inousp m -Owl!!llIIlllllllillllll
. The Arizona Game and Fish Department (AZGFD) recommends conducting pre

construction surveys to determine species presence and inform conservation measures.

If CFPO is present, avoid construction in suitable or occupied habitat during CFPO breeding season
(June 15 to August 15).

If nests are located, establish disturbance-free buffers 0.25 to 0.5 miles from the nests.
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. Avoid or minimize clearance of riparian vegetation.

Western Burrowin Owl

In addition to standard EPMs for protection of migratory birds, the AZGFD recommends
conducting occupancy surveys within suitable habitat to inform conservation measures. The
surveys should be conducted by a surveyor who is certified by the AZGFD or has similar training
and qualification.

Migratory Bird Species _

.ll.ll..ll.l

llllllllllll
To avoid impacts to migratory birds and/or their nests, the following measures are recommended during
the general migratory bird breeding season of March 1 to August 31:

Conduct preconstruction surveys for migratory bird and raptor nests (by a qualified biologist)
within 10 days of construction activities, vegetation clearance, or ground disturbance
commencing.

Conduct additional nest surveys in areas that had no disturbance for 10 days or more.

Establish avoidance buffers around active nests. No construction activities should occur within the
buffer until cleared by a qualified biologist.

Avoid conducting vegetation clearance of thinning near active nests.

Identify nesting and foraging areas, and flag to avoid disturbance, with buffers appropriate for
expected species.

Minimize disturbance to riparian zones, dense vegetation, and areas rich in saguaros.

Sonoran Desert Tortoise111111111111111111111111

.

The following measures are recommended to avoid impacts to the Sonoran desert tortoise.

Survey by a qualified biologist for burrows, shelters, and individual tortoises.

Train site personnel on the appearance of the species and their legal protections.

Ensure personnel who might handle tortoises have received training on AZGFD Desert Tortoise
Handling Guidelines (Rubke, 2024) (Appendix C) to minimize or eliminate any potential impacts to
desert tortoise.

While work is being conducted within suitable Sonoran desert tortoise habitat, construction crews
should refer to the Sonoran Desert Tortoise Conservation Guidelines for general handling
guidelines and recommended avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures if the species is
detected.

If construction activities are scheduled to occur during active periods, pre-construction surveys
and construction monitoring are recommended (AIDTT, 2008).

Monarch Butterflyl-.lllllllllIIlllll.lI.-I
The USFWS recommended the following measures to protect the Monarch butterfly:

Keep vegetation removal to a minimum.

To encourage creation of habitat for the Monarch butterfly, when revegetating, refer to the USFWS
Nationwide Monarch Butterflv Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances.

Pima Pineapple Cactus! _ _ _- _ _ I
The USFWS has established standard measures to avoid or minimize impacts to the PPC:

2



SANTA RITA CONNECTION PROJECT CEC 259

EXHIBIT B - PROPOSED ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION MEASURES

Conduct pre-construction surveys in suitable habitat to identify individual plants and inform
conservation measures. Follow current survey protocols.

Establish 10- to 50-foot-wide buffers around identified PPCs to avoid impacting individual PPCs
and their surrounding habitat during construction and ground-disturbing activities. These buffered
areas should be flagged or fenced.

Restrict construction during wet seasons to avoid excessive soil compaction.

Minimize soil disturbance in suitable habitat (e.g., limit grading, vehicle travel, equipment
laydowns, trenching).

Implement appropriate erosion and sediment control measures to protect habitat from runoff.

Restore disturbed habitat with native seed and/or plantings.

Educate site personnel on species' appearance and legal protections. Prohibit plant collection
and/or removal.

3
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Project Evaluation Request
Arizona Game and Fish Department

Notice: In order to obtain a review of your project, we require all of the information requested on this form to be
provided. This review is free of charge. However, due to staff and budgetary constraints, we ask you to submit this
form early in the process, as estimated turn around time is 30 days (if you need this review in less than 30 days, please
include a needed by date and we will try to accommodate your request). This request is a preliminary review and
further project review should include draft documents and a letter formally requesting further environmental review.

Project Evaluation Objectives:
Habitat Evaluation incorporates fish and wildlife resource needs or features in land and water development projects
and land and water management planning efforts in Arizona.

Habitat Protection ensures habitat protection through environmental compliance and regulation, and to monitor the
implementation and effectiveness of mitigation commitments for various land and water development projects and
management planning activities in Arizona.

.
•

Send to:
Arizona Game and Fish Department
Project Evaluation Program, WMHB
5000 W Carefree Highway
Phoenix, Arizona 85086
Fax: 623-236-7366
Email: FEP@azgfd.gov

Instructions:
The following is required to process the request

Completed fonn
Map(s) delineating the project area (preferably a USGS
quadrangle map)
Relevant attachments (other supportive documents,
photographs, etc.)

Proposed Project Information

Project Name and/or Identification Number: TEP Santa Rita Connection Project

What is the proposed date you intend to begin work on the project? 2027

Organization: Docklt Consulting, LLC

DateofRequest: 4/20/2026

Applicant Requesting Project Evaluation

Name: CeCe Aguda

State: F LCity: Sarasota Zip Code: 34233Street Address: 4848 Oak Pointe Way

Fax Number:Email: caguda@dockitconsulting.com Telephone Number: 360-682-8222

Individual/Organization/Agency Proposing Project (if different from above)

Name: Chris Ortiz Y Pino Ofg=\ni711li0nr Tucson Electric Power

State: AZCity: Tucson Zip Code: 85702Street Address: 4350 E Irvington Road, Mailstop CB200

Email: Christopher.OrtizYPino@tep.co1 Telephone Number: 520-633-8693 Fax Number:

Location of Proposed Project *Remember to attach a topographic and/or plat map delineating the project area*

Section(s):Range(s):

County(ies): Pima County

Township(s):
See attached



Proposed Project Information (continued)
Please briefly describe the project and project activities.

The proposed project consists of a transmission line connecting the existing Sonoran Substation on Swan Road to the
planned Santa Rita Substation approx 10 miles to the southwest, at Country Club Road and Corto Road. TEP is applying
to the Arizona Corporation Commission (ACC) for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (CEC) and is
requesting a PEP letter to assist in developing the conditions of the CEC. The two routes under consideration both
follow existing powerline corridors and would attach to existing lines for most of the routes. Route l has ~2 miles of
new build, and Route 3 has ~l mile of new build, but both sections are parallel and adjacent to existing powerlines. A
biological review was conducted, and due to the project using existing lines and following existing corridors, and use of
a ro rate EPMs, avoidance and minimization measures there should be no adverse im acts.
Briefly describe current land uses and habitat types in the project area.

The proposed route alternatives mostly follow existing powerline corridors. The corridors have been previously
disturbed for construction of the existing powerlines, and are adjacent to existing roadways (Swan Road, Wilmot Road,
Country Club Road, Santa Rita Road), or along potential roadway corridors. Residential areas or open desert border the
corridors. Route l passes through the Santa Rita Experimental Range adjacent to Santa Rita Road, and along an ACC
approved corridor for a planned transmission line, on which this line will be co-located.

List any waterbodies such as rivers, intermittent streams. lakes, or wetlands within or near the project area. Xeric washes should also be described,
along with any anticipated impacts as a result of the project.

The routes span numerous intermittent washes. TEP standard procedures and guidance directs contractors not to impact
wash banks, and to span them completely. Towers will be designed to be outside of wash boundaries.

List any reports that havebeen prepared to describe the habitat that will be affected by the proposed project (e.g. habitat reconnaissance surveys,
wetland delineation,etc.)

A biological resources report was prepared and is attached. lt addresses the results of the USFWS PaC search and the
HDMS tool results. Please see photos in the biology report.

List any other resourcesor reviews that relate to the proposed project (correspondence, other phases of the project, other alternatives, etc.)

Route 1 would be co-located for most of its alignment along a line being reconductored under ACC Case 176, Decision
76468, and ACC Case 164, Decisions 73232, 76886, 78598, 78961. Route 3 would be colocated on existing
double-circuit capable lines, or would rebuild existing single-circuit lines to be double-circuit and colocated with that
existing line. A Class I cultural resource study was prepared for the project and is being provided to SHPO.

List any permits, licenses, or regulatory approvals you have or plan on applying fOr, or have already received as part of this project.

TEP is currently applying for a CEC from the ACC for this project. The CEC application was filed on April 17, 2026,
and the hearing is scheduled for May 26-29, 2026. W e would need the response to this request within the next week fo r
incorporation into the proposed CEC Resolution for the project.

Return as hard copy to AZ Game & Fish Dept., Project Evaluation ProgramHabitat Branch, 5000 W Carefree Highway, Phoenix, AZ
85086 or via email to pep(¢2"az:rfd.gov or fax 6232367366



TEP SRCP: TRS in which Route Alternatives are located:
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Santa Rita Connection Project
Biological Resources Report

omitted. Copy is included with
Application for Certificate of

Environmental Compatibility as
Exhibit C-2.
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May 8, 2026

Ms. CeCe Aguda
Docklt Consulting, LLC
4848 Oak Pointe Way
Sarasota, FL 34233

Electronically submitted to Caguda(2D,dockitconsulting.com

RE: Santa Rita Connection Project

Dear Ms. Aguda,

The Arizona Game and Fish Department (Department) appreciates the opportunity to review the
proposed project. The Department understands that Tucson Electric Power (TEP) proposes to
construct a 9-l0-mile 138 kV transmission line and associated infrastructure to connect TEP's
existing Sonoran Substation with the proposed Santa Rita Substation. The Department also
understands the goal of the project is to increase energy capacity, enhance system reliability, and
modernize infrastructure for customers in Sahuarita, Green Valley, and surrounding areas in Pima
County south of Tucson. The project is located on private and Arizona State Land Department
(ASLD) lands near the City of Tucson, the Town of Sahuarita, and unincorporated Pima County,
Arizona, in primarily upland Sonoran desert scrub and semidesert habitat. Current land use is
mixed and includes residential, solar generation and transmission, agricultural and rangeland,
institutional, aggregate production, as well as vacant undeveloped land.

Under Title 17 of the Arizona Revised Statutes, the Department, by and through the Arizona
Game and Fish Commission, has jurisdictional authority and public trust responsibilities to
conserve and protect the state fish and wildlife resources. In addition, the Department manages
threatened and endangered species through authorities of Section 6 of the Endangered Species
Act and the Department's Section 10(a)(1)(A) permit. It is the mission of the Department to
conserve and protect Arizona's diverse fish and wildlife resources and manage for safe,
compatible outdoor recreation opportunities for current and future generations.

The Department recognizes the importance of planning efforts to develop energy infrastructure
that contribute to regional and state economic growth needs and would like to work closely with
Docklt Consulting and TEP during the planning and development of this project. The
Department recognizes that appropriate coordination, proper planning, and voluntary
implementation of best management practices allow projects to be developed that avoid,
minimize, or offset potential impacts to wildlife and wildlife-related recreational access during

ARIZQNA
azgfd.gov | 520.628.5376

TUCSON OFFICE: 555 n.GREASEWOOD ROAD,TUCSON AZ 85745
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Santa Rita Connection Project
May 8, 2026
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development and operation of the facilities. For your consideration, the Department provides the
following comments based on the agency's statutory authorities, public trust responsibilities, and
special expertise related to wildlife resources and wildlife-related recreation:

•

•

.

tortoise

As noted within the Santa Rita Connection Project Biological Resources Report (Report),
suitable habitat for the cactus ferruginous pygmy-owl, which is federally listed as
Threatened under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), may occur within the project area.
Additionally, the Endangered Pima pineapple cactus has been recorded within the project
area. Pre-construction surveys are recommended to determine species presence and
inform conservation measures. If you are uncertain about the effects of your project on
these species, or if you anticipate your project will not be in compliance with the ESA,
the Department recommends contacting the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) for
their Technical Assistance. The USFWS will provide options to comply with the ESA.
The western burrowing owl, a special status species that is regulated under the Migratory
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA), has the potential to occur in the project area. The Department
recommends conducting occupancy surveys for this species within suitable habitat to
inform conservation measures. Guidelines for conducting this survey are found in

" . I. The Department
appreciates that a copy of this guidance is included in the Report. Please note that the
survey should be conducted by a surveyor who is certified by the Department or has
similar training and qualifications. If an active burrowing owl burrow is detected, please
contact the Department and the USFWS for direction, in accordance with the guidelines.
The Sonoran desert tortoise, which is a federal and state species of special concern, could
occur in the project area. While work is being conducted within suitable Sonoran Desert

, the Tortoise
I iv I i/1

.

•

habitat construction crews should refer to Sonoran Desert
2 for general handling guidelines and recommended avoidance,

minimization, and mitigation measures if this species is detected. The Department
appreciates that these guidelines are included in the Report.
Maintaining habitat connectivity is a priority for the Department, and wildlife movement
con'idors are important for wildlife to respond to changing environmental conditions. The
Department appreciates that both alternatives (Route 1 and Route 2) are co-located with
existing transmission lines, which will help minimize potential impacts to wildlife
movement. The Department recommends minimizing ground disturbance within the
riparian areas and ephemeral washes that intersect the project footprint to maintain
connectivity and minimize potential impacts to wildlife movement within these areas.
The Department recommends following the Avian Power Line Interaction Committee
(APLIC) guidelines for new power lines, which can be found in the current version of
Suggested Practices for Avian Protection on Power Lines and Reducing Avian Collisions
with Power Lines. Large bodied birds, such as hawks, owls, vultures, and eagles, may be
vulnerable to line strikes and electrocution during construction and operation of power
lines and substations, power poles can also serve as perches for large-bodied birds. These

wl .laranc1 he s://s3.amazonaws.c m/az l - rtal-w r r so/P rtallma s/fil /wil lif /n n am / a l /Burr win
Protocol_2009.pdl
2 https://azgfd-portal-wordpress-panthcon.s3.us-wcst-2.amazonaws.comfwp-contcnt/uploads/2025/01/ 1611461 l/
Ru k -2024.- n ran-Ds rt-T ro is - ns rvati n- ui l ins . f
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•

•

•

•

•

.

potential impacts can be avoided or minimized by following the APLIC guidelines which
include designing the power lines with enough space between energized components to
reduce the likelihood of a bird electrocution or installing bird flight diverters in sections
of line where elevated bird strikes are anticipated (e.g. lines over water bodies or in the
path of colonial roosting locations). The Department's Raptor Coordinator, who can be
contacted at raptors@azgfd.gov or 623-236-7575, can provide further information on
specific design features and best management practices.
The Department also recommends conducting surveys for nesting birds prior to
vegetation removal and/or construction activities that occur during the breeding season.
The vegetation within the project area may provide nesting opportunities for avian
species that are regulated under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). If it is
anticipated the project will not be in compliance with MBTA, the Department
recommends contacting the USFWS for technical assistance.
If other wildlife are encountered during construction activities, the Department
recommends moving them out of harm's way, no more than 0.25 mile outside the project
boundary within similar habitat.
If trenching or digging of large holes is necessary, the Department recommends
trenching/digging and backfilling crews be close together to minimize the amount of
open holes at any given time. Where trenches or holes cannot be back-filled immediately,
the Department recommends escape ramps be constructed at least every 300 feet. Escape
ramps can be short lateral trenches or wooden planks sloping to the surface. The
Department recommends that slopes be less than 45 degrees (1 : 1) and trenches and holes
that have been left open be inspected to remove animals prior to backfilling.
For any areas that would be fenced as part of this project, please refer to the Department's
Wildlife Compatible Fencing Guidelines3 for information on how fencing impacts
wildlife, ways to design fencing to prevent wildlife entanglement and impalement, and to
ensure wildlife movement is not restricted. Department personnel are available as
resources to help determine appropriate fencing design and layout that will achieve its
objective while reducing impact to wildlife.
Artificial lighting could impair the ability of nocturnal animals to navigate (e.g., owls,
migratory birds, bats, and other nocturnal mammals) and may affect wildlife behavior
and populations (Davies et. al. 20134). The Department recommends using only the
minimum amount of light needed for safety. The Department encourages the use of
motion sensing lighting and "warmer" narrow spectrum lighting (amber, orange, red)
which is wildlife-friendly and should be used as often as possible to minimize the number
of species affected by lighting. It is also beneficial that all lighting is shielded, canted, or
cut to minimize the amount of upward shining light.
The Report indicates that invasive species, including buffelgrass, bermuda grass, and
Russian thistle, were observed within the project area. To minimize the potential
introduction or spread of exotic invasive species, the Department encourages taking
precautions to wash and/or decontaminate equipment before entering and leaving the site.

/P rtallma /fil s/wildlif / tannin F rwil if Fri n I ui jin /3 htt s:// 3.amaz now . m/az fd- Nalw r r
11012 A F D fnc i n _ ui l ins. f
4 https://www.ncbi.nlln.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3657119
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J

.

See the Arizona Department of Agriculture's website5 for a list of prohibited and
restricted noxious weeds and the v 6 for recommendations on
how to control them. To view a list of documented invasive species or to report invasive
species in or near your project area, visit iMaplnvasives , which is a national cloud-based
application for tracking and managing invasive species.
The Department recommends revegetating disturbed areas with native drought-tolerant
species that represent the natural surrounding landscape. Landscaping with native plants
can help support wildlife and pollinator species in the area while reducing dust and
erosion. To encourage creation of habitat monarch butterfly, the USFWS has developed a
N a t i n i MnarhBt t rfl n i a t nrvatinAr mnt i t  hA ran
(CCAA)8, which provides assurances for incidental take should the species become
federally listed. The Department also recommends consulting with the applicable land
management agencies regarding guidelines for revegetation efforts.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on the Santa Rita Connection Project. For further
coordination, please contact Katie Matthiesen at kmatthiesen@azgfd.Qov or 520-359-7073.

Sincerely,

Q- Q.
Dave Daniels
Regional Supervisor, Region V

cc: Callie Cavalcant - Habitat, Evaluation, and Lands Branch Chief, AZGFD

AZGFD #M26-04202310
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s https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/filcs/documcnts/Final_CCAA_040720_Fullv%20Executed.pdf
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TOP'
Tucson Electric Power

PO Box 711
Tucson, AZ 85702

April 20, 2026Kathryn Leonard
State Historic Preservation Officer
1110 W. Washington St., #1 oo Phoenix, AZ 85007
Submitted via email to: azsbpQ@azslaIQpa£k;~;.gQv

Re:Tucson Electric Power - Santa Rita Connection Project - Certificate of Environmental Compatibility

Dear Ms. Leonard,

WWW. lon

Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) § 40-360 et seq., Tucson Electric Power (TEP) has filed an
application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (CEC) for the Santa Rita Connection Project
(Project) (Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261 ). A hearing before the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission
Line Siting Committee is scheduled to begin Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at 1 p.m. at the Desert Diamond Casino
Tucson - Conference Center, located at 7350 S Nogales Hwy in Tucson. The hearing will continue, as
necessary, May 27-29, 2026, beginning at 9 a.m. each day. Public comment will be taken in a special evening
session on May 26, 2026, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The application is available on the project webpage at

t .  om/ nt -rit  - onn t ,where information about how to participate in the hearing will also be
provided as the date approaches.

The Project will include construction of a new, approximately 13 to 17 mile 138 kV transmission line to
connect TEP's existing Sonoran Substation in the City of Tucson to TEP's planned Santa Rita Substation
located in unincorporated Pima County. The Project will be located within the City of Tucson, unincorporated
Pima County, and the Town of Sahuarita and will cross private, county, and state land.

Following a comprehensive planning and siting process, TEP has identified two possible routes for the
proposed transmission line. Enclosed for your reference, an excerpt from Exhibit E of the CEC application:
Scenic Areas, Historic Sites and Structures, and Archaeological Sites which provides a summary of sites
intersecting the proposed corridors (Attachment 1), a map illustrating the proposed routes with the
intersecting site boundaries (Attachment 2), the Class I Literature Review for the project Study Area that was
used to inform the siting process (Attachment 3).

This letter contains information about the Project in accordance with the State Historic Preservation Office's
(SHPO's) September 2022 "ACC-SHPO Consultation Checklist for Compliance with the State Historic
Preservation Act". TEP respectfully requests that the SHPO review and provide comment on the Project to
support the Arizona Corporation Commission's compliance with the State Historic Preservation Act (Arizona
Revised Statutes 41-861 through 41 -864).

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Name:
Santa Rita Connection Project

Project Location (legal description and UTMs):

1
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The northern terminus of the project is located in Section 2. Township 16S, Range 14E, Pima County
Arizona; UTM coordinates: 510619 E, 3547536.74 N; UTM Zone 128
The southern terminus of the project is located in Section 29.Township 17 S, Range 14E, Pima County
Arizona; UTM coordinates:506576 E,3531000 N; UTM Zone 12R.

Township Range

14E

15E

15E

14E

14E

14E

14E

1

1

1

1

1

3

3

168

168

175

178

188

163

17s

2,11,12

7,18,19,30,31

6,7,18,19,30,31

32,33,34,35,36

1,2

2,3,4,&16,21,28,33
4,9,16,20,21,29, 32

Funding Source:

Private.

Project Area Description

The Project area includes a siting corridor 500- to 1,500-feet wide depending on the route selected for the
approved route, to allow for routing flexibility. The corridor width will cover use on either side of roadways
and provide sufficient flexibility to accommodate alignment options when spanning or connecting to other
lines. The corridor width requested for Route 1 is 500 feet. For Route 3, most of the corridor width requested
is 500 feet. At the location where the line would need to shift east for approximately 1.5 miles to
accommodate an existing juncture of other lines, the corridor width requested is 1,500 feet.

Total Acres in Project Area:

The approximate area for Route 1 is 1 ,050 acres and Route 2 is approximately 941 acres.

Landownership

The transmission line willcross private land, ASLD State Trust land, and pima County land (see tables below).

2
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Land Ownership Percentages
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Scope of Work

The Project will include construction of a new, approximately 13- to-17-mile 138 kV transmission line to
connect Tucson Electric Power Company's (TEP) existing Sonoran Substation in the City of Tucson to TEP's
planned Santa Rita Substation in Pima County.

Summary of Previous Archaeological Investigations Within the Project Area

TEP hired Chronicle Heritage to prepare a Class I Literature Review for the project, which includes a
comprehensive review of previous archaeological investigations in the Project area, including maps. The full
report is enclosed for your reference as Attachment 3.

Identification of Cultural Resources Within the Project Area
The Class I Literature Review (Attachment 3) details known cultural sites within the Project area, including
maps, and their eligibility status. Attachments 1 and 2 pare down the results of the Class 1 report to just
those sites within the vicinity of TEP's proposed routes.
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SUMMARYAND ASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS

While portions of both Routes were previously surveyed, to ensure that the known historic properties as well
as other potential historic properties would not be impacted within the Project area, TEP will complete
a Class III cultural resources survey of those portions of the selected route that have not been previously
or adequately surveyed to identify and evaluate cultural resources that may be present. Further, TEP will
take into consideration historic properties in Project design and avoid placement of structures or other
ground-disturbing activities within the boundaries of these properties, to the extent feasible.

TEP respectfully requests your review and comments on this project by May 22, 2026. Please feel free to
contact me (Christopher.Ortizypino@tep.com), or our project consultant for cultural resources
Deanna Dytchkowskyj (ddytchkowskyj@chronicleheritage.com) should you have any questions.

Sincerel 9

1

@@al*
Chris Oritz y Pino
Project Manager- Siting, Outreach, & Engagement
Tucson Electric Power
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Attachment 1
Excerpt from Exhibit E of the CEC application:

Scenic Areas, Historic Sites and Structures, and Archaeological Sites
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Tucson Electric Power Company
Santa Rita Connection Project

CEC Application
April 2026

Table 12. Summary of Route Analysis from Class I Study

% Surveyed
Route
Alternative

Eligible Sites in
Corridor

In Sensitivity
Zone

# Sites in
Corridor

Length
(Miles)

Recommend
Class III
SurveyI |

766%

53%

Route 1

Route 3

Yes

Yes

17.4

13.3

18

2 1 Yes, Zanardelli

II
Table 13. Sites and Site Buffers intersecting Route 1

Site Eligibility

Eligible (SHPO-2000-1218)
Recommended eligible by recorder
lneli ible SHPO-Unknown
Eli ible Criterion D SHPO-2000-1218
Ineli ible SHPO-2008-0510
ineligible (SHPO-Unknown)
Recommended eligible by recorder
Eligible Criterion D (SHPO-2000-1218)
Ineli ible SHPO-2008-0510
Ineli ible SHPO-2008-0510
Determined ineligible individually (SHPO-2017-0005)
Eligible (SHPO-2008-0131)
Recommended not eligible by recorder
Eli ible Criterion D SHPO-2011-0898
Ineli ible SHPO-2011-0898
Eli ible Criterion D (SHPO-2011-1338)
Recommended not eligible by recorder

AZ BB:13:558(ASM)

AZ BB:13:559(ASM)

AZ BB:13:560 ASM

AZ BB:13:561 ASM

AZ BB:13:562 ASM

AZ BB:13:563(ASM)

AZ BB:13:564(ASM)

AZ BB:13:643(ASM)

AZ BB:13:758 ASM

AZ BB:13:759 ASM

AZ CC:13:80(ASM)

AZ EE:1:161(ASM)

AZ EE:1:329(ASM)

AZ EE:1:392 ASM

AZ EE:13442 ASM

AZ EE:1:463(ASM)

AZ EE:1:464(ASM)/

Santa Rita Road

AZ EE:1:99(ASM)

AZ BB:13:1013(ASM)

AZ BB:13:565 ASM

AZ BB:132573 ASM

AZ EE:1:244(ASM)

AZ EE:1:331(ASM)

AZ EE:1:334(ASM)

Eligible, Criterion D (SHPO-2018-0515)
Unknown
Eli ible Criterion D SHPO-2000-1218
Recommended eli ible b recorder
Not Evaluated by recorder
Recommended not eligible by recorder
Recommended eligible by recorder

E-3
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Tucson Electric Power Company
Santa Rita Connection Project

Table 14. Sites and Site Buffers Intersecting Route 3

Site EligibilityI I
NotEvaluatedbyRecorder
Eli ible Criteria unknown SHPO-Unknown
ineligible (SHPO-2017-0005)
Not Evaluated b recorder
Recommended eli ible by recorder
Recommended not eli ible b recorder
Recommended not eli ible b recorder
Recommended not eligible by recorder
Unknown
Ineligible 1SHPO-2019-2493)

Ineli ible SHPO-2019-2493

Determined ineligible individually (SHPO-2017-0005)
Not Evaluated by recorder
Eligible Individually, Criterion D (SHPO-2012-0598)
Not Evaluatedby recorder
Recommendedeli ible b recorder

Eligible Criterion D (SHPO-2021-0312)
Recommended not eligible by recorder

AZ BB:13:289(ASM)

AZ BB:13:315 ASM

AZ BB:13:317(ASM)

AZ BB:13:318(ASM)

AZ BB:13:549(ASM)

AZ BB:13:802 ASM

AZ BB:13:803 ASM
AZBB:13:869(ASM)

AZBB:13:968(ASM)

AZ BB:13:989(ASM)

AZ BB:13:990 ASM

AZ CC:13:80(ASM)

AZ EE:1:127(ASM)

AZ EE:1:195(ASM)

AZ EE:1:199(ASM)

AZ EE:1:200 ASM

AZEE:1:288(ASM)

AZ EE:1:380(ASM)

AZ EE:1:409(ASM)/

Sahuarita Road

AZ EE:1:459(ASM)

AZ EE:1:99 ASM
AZBB:13:548(ASM)

AZ BB:13:870(ASM)

AZ EE:1:137(ASM)

AZ EE:1:336 ASM
AZ EE:1:479 ASM
AZBB:13:993(ASM)

Recommended not eli ible b recorder
ineligible (SHPO-2012-0598)
Eli ible Criterion D SHPO-2018-0515
Recommended eligible by recorder
Recommended not eligible by recorder
Not Evaluated by recorder
Recommendedeli ible b recorder
Recommended not eli ible
ineligible (SHPO-2019-2493)

E.4 Historic District Analysis

No historic districts are present within or adjacent toany of the routes.

E.5 Conclusion

Both routes run through relatively high site-density areas of the bajada between the COT and Green
Valley. Survey coverage of both routes is incomplete, and many prior surveys are now more than ten years

old, therefore Chronicle Heritage recommends conducting a Class Ill archaeological survey of the selected

ROW. This survey will likely identify additional sites, in approximately proportional frequencies to the
portion of the alternative route already surveyed.

E-4
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PO Box 711
Tucson,AZ 85702

Attachment 2
Map of Proposed Routes with intersecting Site Boundaries

Redacted
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Attachment 3
Class I Literature Review:

Chronicle Heritage, April 9, 2026
Technical Report No.: 25-489
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Santa Rita Connection Project
Class I Literature Review

omitted. Copy is included with
Application for Certificate of

Environmental Compatibility as
Exhibit E-2 .



EXHIBIT TEP-16

LETTER FROM STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE

DOCKET no. L-00000C-26-0125-00261



Rec: 04-20-26SHPO-2026-0232 (186512)

TFP
Tucson Electric Power

PO Box 71 1

Tucson,AZ 85702

April 20, 2026Kathryn Leonard
State Historic Preservation Officer
1110 W. Washington St., #1 oo Phoenix, AZ 85007
Submitted via email to:  z h z  t  t rk . v

Re: Tucson Electric Power - Santa Rita Connection Project - Certificate of Environmental Compatibility

Dear Ms. Leonard,

Pursuant to Arizona Revised Statutes (ARS) § 40-360 et seq., Tucson Electric Power (TEP) has filed an
application for a Certificate of Environmental Compatibility (CEC) for the Santa Rita Connection Project
(Project) (Docket No. L-00000C-26-0125-00261 ). A hearing before the Arizona Power Plant and Transmission
Line Siting Committee is scheduled to begin Tuesday, May 26, 2026, at 1 p.m. at the Desert Diamond Casino
Tucson - Conference Center, located at 7350 S Nogales Hwy in Tucson. The hearing will continue, as
necessary, May 2729, 2026, beginning at 9 a.m. each day. Public comment will be taken in a special evening
session on May 26, 2026, beginning at 5:30 p.m. The application is available on the project webpage at
1441434143pQQmLsanta;lfi!:a;connection, where information about how to participate in the hearing will also be
provided as the date approaches.

The Project will include construction of a new, approximately 13 to 17 mile 138 kV transmission line to
connect TEP's existing Sonoran Substation in the City of Tucson to TEP's planned Santa Rita Substation
located in unincorporated Pima County. The Project will be located within the City of Tucson, unincorporated
Pima County, and the Town of Sahuarita and will cross private, county, and state land.

Following a comprehensive planning and siting process, TEP has identified two possible routes for the
proposed transmission line. Enclosed for your reference, an excerpt from Exhibit E of the CEC application:
Scenic Areas, Historic Sites and Structures, and Archaeological Sites which provides a summary of sites
intersecting the proposed corridors (Attachment 1), a map illustrating the proposed routes with the
intersecting site boundaries (Attachment 2), the Class I Literature Review for the project Study Area that was
used to inform the siting process (Attachment 3).

This letter contains information about the Project in accordance with the State Historic Preservation Office's
(SHPO's) September 2022 "ACC-SHPO Consultation Checklist for Compliance with the State Historic
Preservation Act". TEP respectfully requests that the SHPO review and provide comment on the Project to
support the Arizona Corporation Commission's compliance with the State Historic Preservation Act (Arizona
Revised Statutes 41 -861 through 41-864).

GENERAL PROJECT INFORMATION

Project Name:
Santa Rita Connection Project

Project Location (legal description and UTMS):

1



rTOP
Tucson Electric Power

. The northern terminus of the project is located in Section 2. Township 168, Range 14E, Pima County
Arizona, UTM coordinates: 510619 E, 3547536.74 N, UTM Zone 128
The southern terminus of the project is located in Section 29. Township 17 S, Range 14E, Pima County
Arizona, UTM coordinates: 506576 E, 3531000 N, UTM Zone 12R.

Township

168

16S

173

17s

18S

16S

178

1

1

1

1

1

3

3

Range

14E

15E

15E

14E

14E

14E

14E

2,11,12

7,18,19,30,31

6,7,18,19,30,31

32,33,34,35,36

1,2

2,3,4,9,16,21,28,33

4,9,16,20,21,29, 32

FundingSource:

Private.

Project Area Description

The Project area includes a siting corridor 500- to 1,500-feet wide depending on the route selected for the
approved route, to allow for routing flexibility. The corridor width will cover use on either side of roadways
and provide sufficient flexibility to accommodate alignment options when spanning or connecting to other
lines. The corridorwidth requested for Route 1 is 500 feet. For Route 3, most of the corridor width requested
is 500 feet. At the location where the line would need to shift east for approximately 1.5 miles to
accommodate an existing juncture of other lines, the corridor width requested is 1,500 feet.

Total Acres in Project Area:

The approximate area for Route 1 is 1,050 acres and Route 2 is approximately 941 acres.

Landownership

The transmission line will cross private land, ASLD State Trust land, and Pima County land (see tables below).

2
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Land Ownership Percentages

7:o
13

u!I=ROUTE

ALTERNATIVE

1049.5Route 1 39.3% 0.2%60.5% 100%

100%Route 3 941.1 13.7% 86.3%

'Anticipate avoiding BLM land by on-locating with existing line along Wilmot Rd.

Land Jurisdiction Percentages

7,
s

< cz§ :
h. ouIEROUTE

ALTERNATNE

=| 2m |-IE . II

ou 3 I-
|-

100%21.6%77.0%1049.5Route 1 1.4%

52.7% 1.5% 100%45.8%941.1Route 3

Scope of Work

The Project will include construction of a new, approximately 13- to-17-mile 138 kV transmission line to
connect Tucson Electric Power Company's (TEP) existing Sonoran Substation in the City of Tucson to TEP's
planned Santa Rita Substation in Pima County.

Summary of Previous Archaeological Investigations Within the Project Area

TEP hired Chronicle Heritage to prepare a Class I Literature Review for the project, which includes a
comprehensive review of previous archaeological investigations in the Project area, including maps. The full
report is enclosed for your reference as Attachment 3.

Identification of Cultural Resources Within the Project Area
The Class I Literature Review (Attachment 3) details known cultural sites within the Project area, including
maps, and their eligibility status. Attachments 1 and 2 pare down the results of the Class 1 report to just
those sites within the vicinity of TEP's proposed routes.
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SUMMARYANDASSESSMENT OF EFFECTS

While portions of both Routes were previously surveyed, to ensure that the known historic properties as well
as other potential historic properties would not be impacted within the Project area, TEP will complete
a Class III cultural resources survey of those portions of the selected route that have not been previously
or adequately surveyed to identify and evaluate cultural resources that may be present. Further, TEP will
take into consideration historic properties in Project design and avoid placement of structures or other
ground-disturbing activities within the boundaries of these properties, to the extent feasible.

TEP respectfully requests your review and comments on this project by May 22, 2026. Please feel free to
contact me (Christopher.Ortizypino@tep.com), or our project consultant for cultural resources -
Deanna Dytchkowsl<yj (ddytchkowskyj@chronicleheritage.com) should you have any questions.

Sincerel 9

4up
Chris Oritz y Pino
Project Manager- Siting, Outreach, & Engagement
Tucson Electric Power

The transmission line study area has been reduced to Routes
1 and 3. Both of these routes intersect historic properties and
areas that have not been surveyed to current standards.
SHPO concurs with TEP's intent to complete a Class III
survey of areas that have not been previously surveyed or
surveyed to current standards. We also support TEP's intent
to avoid placement of structures and ground disturbance
within historic properties. Please continue consultation with
our office regarding the Class III report and design plans. If
historic properties cannot be avoided additional mitigation
may be recomme

Caroline Klebacha, M.A.
Arizona State Historic Preservation Office
May 8, 2026
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