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SANTA R1TAS
ASSOCIATION

8987 E. Tanque Verde#309157,Tucson,AZ 85749 info@scenicsantaritas.org www.scenicsantaritas.org (520) 2463622

May 28, 2026
Staff
john Dougherty,
Executive Director

Paige Humphrey,
Outreach Coordinator

Re:SSSR Comments submitted to Arizona Power Plant and Transmission Line
Siting Committee concerning Tucson Electric Power Company 's Certificate for
Environmental Compatibility for the Santa Rita Connection Project

Board ofDirectors

Docket Number: L-00000C-26-0125-00261

Dear Members of the Committee:

On May 26 TEP docketed a series of late exhibits that include a March 12, 2026
email exchange between TEP and the Town of Sahuarita that provides additional
information supporting our request that TEP should be required to amend its CEC
application to include the Santa Rita Substation.
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The emails indicate that Copper World's Toro Switchyard and TEP's Santa Rita
Substation will be combined into one facility at the Santa Rita Substation.
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After TEP's repeated denials that the Santa Rita Connection Project ("Project")
has anything to do with Copper World, TEP is now submitting documentation, at
this late date, that TEP and Copper World have, in fact, combined what all plans
Lip to now have indicated were two separate facilities. TEP and Copper World are
now building a single structure at the Santa Rita Substation. The Santa Rita
Substation will provide power directly to Copper World, as well as other 14,000
residents.
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This information clearly shows that TEP, with the Town of Sahuarita's
assistance, has been engaging in a coordinated disinformation campaign to hide
from the public the fact that the Project will provide power for the Copper World
mine.

On March 12, 2026, at 11:50 a.m., Sahuarita Community Development Director
Anna Casadei sent an email to Christopher Ortiz y Pino of TEP asking: "Can you
please refresh my memory - is the collocated substation proposed to be built on
the parcel owned by Rosemont or the adjacent ASLD parcel? " (Exhibit 1)

Ortiz y Pino quickly responded at 12:57 p.m., stating, "TheSanta Rita Substation
will be 011 a leased parcel/rom ASLD that is directly adjacent to the "Rosemont"
Copper World (sic) parcel. The Santa Rita Substation will now house the
connection rom Co erWorld. (Emphasis added.) This will be a cost benefit to
TEP customers as Copper World will bejOoting the bill./Or a portion of titis
larger substation that will bene/it nearly 14k residents in the south of
Tucson/Sa/zuarita area. " (Exhibit 2)

Save the Scenic Santa Rites (SSSR) is a nonprofit organization founded in 1996 to protect our area from environmental
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The combination of TEP and Copper World's facilities into one Santa Rita Substation raises
fundamental questions about the necessity of the Project and how much TEP ratepayers are
subsidizing Copper World for the $16.5 million to $18 million cost of the Project. (This cost
estimate is just for the powerlines, depending on what route is selected.)

l. What is the rimer ur use of the Santa Rita Connection" Is it primarily for Copper World or
for TEP's residential customers"

2. How much power will Copper World demand in comparison to the 14,000 residents"

3. How much of the cost of the entire Santa Rita Connection Proect should be borne by Copper
World vs. TEP ratepayers?

4. How is the cost sharing determined?

I strongly urge the Committee to require TEP to resubmit its CEC application so that it clearly
shows the combination of the Santa Rita Substation and Copper World's Toro Switchyard.

In addition, the Committee should require TEP to submit independent Svstem Impact Studies to
fully analyze all potential effects on the bulk transmission system that includes the combined Toro
Switchyard and Santa Rita Substation, including all impacts related to providing power to the
Copper World project. The applicant has informed Commission staff that an independent SIS
not been erformed for the Project.

These actions will put the Arizona Corporation Commission on notice that there are significant
cost implications and justification issues that must be carefully considered to ensure that TEP
ratepayers are not subsidizing the cost of the Project to benefit Copper World's owner, Toronto-
based Hudbay Minerals Inc.

Thank you,

(9'L.'iQ,3Q,

John Dougherty
Executive Director, Save the Scenic Santa Ritas Association

Save the Scenic Santa Rites (SSSR) is a nonprofit organization founded in 1996 to protect our area from environmental
degradation caused by mining and mineral exploration activities.
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